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Amateur Radio news courtesy of the ARRL Letter and Newsline 


CQ WW 160-Meter 
Phone Contest Date 
Changed 


n radio sports news, the dates for the 
2009 CQ WW 160-Meter Phone Con- 
test was postponed by a week to avoid 
conflict with the ARRL DX CW Contest. 
The 2009 CQ WW 160-Meter Phone 
Contest will now take place between 27 

Feb and 01 Mar 2009. 
— CQ, ARNewsline 


LCWO Teaches 
Morse On The Web 


CWO.net is a new website to learn 
and practice Morse telegraphy. 
Called Learn CW Online, all you need 
for using LCWO is a web browser. 
This gives the user the opportunity to 
practice CW wherever an Internet con- 


nection is available. It also lets users — 


retain their personal settings, scores 
and statistics. Check it out at www. 
LCWO.net i 
— WebNews. ARNewsline 


AO-16 On For Now 
In Bent Pipe Mode 


he temperature onboard the 
AMSAT Oscar 16 Ham satellite 
has come up enough so that the watch- 
dog timing problem has gone away. On 
01 Sep 2008, Amsat North America 
Vice President for Operations, Drew 
Glassbrenner, KO4MA, turned the 
satellite on. He then commanded it into 
bent-pipe mode. As a result, AO-16 
now operates as a cross-mode, cross- 
band voice repeater, with an uplink 
on 145.920 FM. The downlink is 
reduced carrier AM, similar to double 
sideband, on 437.026. Most stations 
_ find receiving the downlink on USB 
works best. 

Work is continuing to predict how 
long this latest period of operation may 
last, but initial estimates are around two 
to three months total. There may not be 
another opportunity to use AO-16 after 
this because the satellite will generally 
head toward longer eclipses and lower 
temperatures for several years. 

— ANS, ARNewsline 


Ham Radio Faces 


Hurricane lke 

mateur Radio was ready when Hur- 

ricane Ike made landfall on the East 
Texas coast on Saturday, 13 Sep 2008. Ike 
came ashore on Galveston Island packing 
driving rain and wind gusts in excess of 
110 miles per hour. It flooded thousands 
of homes and businesses, shattered win- 
dows in Houston’s skyscrapers, while 
knocking out power and telephone service 
to millions of people. Cellular telephones 
reportedly became useless. But Ham 
Radio continued to operate throughout 
the storm and was the first to report the 
results of Ike’s landfall. 

This was one of a pair of severe weather 
nets that played a Key role in tracking 
Ike. The other was the Hurricane Watch 
Net which hits home on 20 Meter SSB 
and an alternate frequency on 40 Meter 
SSB. With long distance propagation on 
the high frequency bands not very good, 
the VoIP Net played a significant role in 
gathering information for the National 
Weather Service as the storm made its 
way up toward the North. 

— ARNewsline 


W3NYI Wins Tower 


Battle 

huck Mills, W3NYI, who lives in a 

small town east of Pittsburgh, Penn- 
sylvania, was granted a permit and then 
had it lifted by Penn Township officials 
after neighbors complained about his plan 
to erect a 53-foot, tilt-over, crank-up tower 
in his development. American Radio 
Relay League volunteer legal counsel 
Michael Lazaroff, K3AIR, stepped in 
and tried to allay concerns of the town- 
ship officials. But when Lazaroff tried to 
meet all concerns raised by the township 
in a second filing for a permit, he got a 
call from the township’s attorney that 
the second application would likely be 
denied. But that didn’t stop Lazaroff. He 
told the township attorney that the small 
community could be facing an expensive 
legal fight, which he predicted it would 
lose if it denied the second permit. 
Lazaroff also noted a story in the local 
press reported the township treasurer 
complained that the municipality already 


had exhausted its legal budget for the year 
handling Mills’ appeal hearing. 

Then Lazaroff’s research into state 
law found language stating any build- 
ing permit application not acted upon 
within 15 business days is automati- 
cally granted. 

Lazaroff sent the township a letter 
citing the statute and advising officials 
that any interference in the timeline 
would result in an immediate lawsuit. 

Two days after the 15-day period 
expired, Lazaroff said Mills received 
his permit. 

Meanwhile, legislative remedies to 
prevent future problems like the one Mills 
faced are making their way through Penn- 
sylvania’s state House and Senate. 

The Pennsylvania Senate is prepar- 
ing to pass a bill barring municipalities 
from interfering with Amateur Radio 
tower installations. The bill contains 
an amendment mentioning a possible 
height restriction for certain townships, 
but left it open to legal interpretation 
whether any restriction would have to be 
followed. The Pennsylvania House has 
a similar bill, without the amendment, 
awaiting action. 

Those lobbying for passage of the 
bills say there appears to be a broad 
base of bipartisan support for address- 
ing the issue. 


CW Skimmer Sparks 
Discussion 
ike virtually all sports, Amateur 
Radio does have its controver- 
sies and a current one is called the 
CW Skimmer, a clever piece of soft- 
ware developed by Alex Shovkoplyas, 


VE3NEA, the Canadian who is also 


behind the DX Atlas and a number of 
other Ham Radio programs. 

CW Skimmer receives and decodes 
signals and graphically shows them as a 
band map on a computer screen, listing 
stations by call sign and frequency. 

The software obviously can help to 
more easily find stations, which could be 
useful during a contest or a DXpedition. 

Meanwhile Pete, N4ZR, is push- 
ing for listening centers to be set up 
using the software to create a ‘reverse 
beacon’ network. 
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— ARNewsline 


CW Skimmer is sparking lots of debate 
as to whether it’s just a new innovation 
_that should be embraced by radio ama- 
teurs, or outlawed by Ham Radio ‘contest 
_ rule makers. — ARNewsline 


New Solar Beacon 


Down Under : 

Aner solar powered QRP beacon is 

Operating on a frequency of 3.686 
MHz with an output power of only 90 mil- 
liwatts. The transmitter feeds a half-wave 
dipole and is in a horse stable at Beverly, a 
historic settlement in Western Australia’s 
wheat belt country, about 130 kilometers 
east of the city of Perth. 

So far it’s been heard in VK2, VK4 and 
VK6. Its owner is Barrie Burns, VK6ADI. 
He welcomes any and all reception reports 
via E-mail to vk6dir @bigpond.com. 


— WIA News, ARNewsline 


DX Engineering 
Acquires Comtek 


Systems 
Xx Engineering has expanded its role 
as the premiere supplier of Amateur 
Radio equipment through the acquisition 
of Comtek Systems. 

“Comtek’s products are highly regarded 
among Amateur Radio operators. The addi- 
tion of these products to our already popular 
line of finely engineered antennas enhances 
our ability to supply complete, high quality, 
_ directional antenna systems,” said Paul D. 

Sergi, NO8D, and President of DX Engi- 
neering. “It’s a win-win for DX Engineering 
and Comtek Systems customers.” 

“DX Engineering will continue the 
tradition of top quality products and cus- 
tomer satisfaction that we have provided 
for years,” said James R. Miller, K4SQR, 
principal of Comtek Systems. “DX Engi- 
neering and Comtek Systems have comple- 
mentary product lines and the synergy 
created by combining the two companies 
will bring many benefits to the Amateur 
Radio fraternity.” 

The acquisition will take place imme- 
diately, with the transfer of Comtek’s 
manufacturing and customer service 
operations to DX Engineering’s Akron, 
Ohio facility. 

For more information about DX Engi- 
neering and Comtek Systems, please 
Visit www.dxengineering.com and www. 
comteksystems.com 
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lease join us in welcoming two 
new members of our Lifetime 


Subscriber family: 


EDITOR’S LOG 


_ © Ronald L. Hooser, K8STDR 
Huntington, WV 
e Robert Creal, KG4HUF 
Flagler Beach, FL 


When Hams talk about getting some 
new wallpaper for their shack, they are 
not discussing changing the décor of their 
radio rooms. Wallpaper is Ham-speak 
for paper certificates. Paper chasing, or 
the collecting of these certificates, is an 
offshoot of Amateur Radio and a hobby 
in its own right. 

There are many types of wallpaper. 
Special Event Stations offer the most 
popular and interesting. Special Event 
Stations are temporary on-the-air opera- 
tions in celebration of a local civic festival 
or commemorative anniversary. Typically 


held in a public place, they not only pro- - 


vide some attention-grabbing wallpaper 
to adorn shack walls; they are an oppor- 


tunity to display Amateur Radio to the. 


public. An Event is a good club activity, 
it requires less work and volunteers than 
Field Day, but still allows for a change of 
scene and opportunity for camaraderie. 
Almost anything can qualify as a Spe- 
cial Event, oftentimes the more offbeat, the 
better. You can even make up your own. 
Back in the olden days, my friend Brian, 
WS8BL, and I were bemoaning the fact 
that it was another eight months until Field 
Day and what a shame. it was that we had 
to operate our stations inside when it was 
such a beautiful autumn weekend. After 
bouncing around a few ideas, we decided 
to take a drive to a town a few hours away 
named Hell and have a Special Event. 
The next day we packed up our gear, set-up 
on a picnic table, threw a dipole in the trees 
and we were in business! After we made a 
few contacts, word spread and we had pile- 
ups. Local residents stopped by to chat and 
check out our station and we had a good 
time. We took some photos of Brian stand- 
ing under the Welcome to Hell Michigan 
sign for the wallpaper, which we printed up 
on our computers. Even without the oppor- 
tunity’ to publicize our event, the QSL rate 
was near 100% for our certificate because it 
was an unusual location and the wallpaper 
was creative. Best of all, we did something 
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impromptu and fun with Amateur Radio. 
Other types of wallpaper are achievement — 
certificates that you earn by meeting operat- 


_ing requirements such as Worked All States 


or Worked All Continents. These are getting 
more controversial with the increased use 
of “assists” to complete the requirements. 
Is the purpose of this wallpaper to validate 
that you spent time on the air hunting and 
searching for the contacts needed to earn it, 
or is your focus more on getting it done and 
over with? If you got those last few states 
by using one of the Amateur Radio sked 


| (arranging an on-air meeting) chat rooms 
that are popping up all over the Internet, 


your sense of accomplishment would quite 
different from someone else who spent 
hours scouring the bands for them. 

I lean toward the “anticipation” version 
of achievement certificates rather than the 
instant gratification method. Sure, itis fun - 
to Work All States in a relatively short 


period, but you are missing the thrill of 


the hunt. In addition, once you’ve gotten 
the certificate, the hunt is over and you 
will have to find another piece of paper 
to chase. What’s your hurry? Searching 
the bands for that illusive Rhode Island or 
South Dakota will improve your operat- 
ing techniques. You will discover which 
bands are open during what times of day, 
how your antenna is working in different 
directions, and effective ways of calling 
CQ; all of which will be to your benefit 
when you decide to operate contests or 
break through a pile-up. ne 
Looking through this month’s 
WorldRadio, there are several Special 
Event Stations commemorating the loss 
of the Edmond Fitzgerald, as well as for 
Veterans Day and the 150th anniversary 
of the Fire Island Light House. No matter 
what your operating skill or experience 


level, paper chasing is a lot of fun and | ~ 


the wallpaper will make your shack look 
impressive. If you haven’t tried it, I urge 
you to get on the air and look for Special 


~ Event Stations. Once that wallpaper starts 


showing up in your mailbox, I am betting 
you will be hooked on facet of Ama- 
teur Radio. 


— Please keep in touch, throug 4 


http://www.wr6wr.com, nancy@tir.com, — 
editor@wr6wr.com, or mail directly 
to me at Nancy, WZ8C, P.O. Box 807, — 
Hadley, MI 48440. Mail sentto WR HQ 
at 2120 28th St, Sacramento, CA 95818 
will be forwarded to me. 8 
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E51 WWA DXpedition ina 


Carry-On Bag 


Dick Lemke, AD7AF, 
ES1W WA 


hen my wife and I paid a ten- 


day visit to the remote South — 


Cook Island of Mauke in Feb- 
ruary, 2008, everything fit in one carry- 
on bag; K2/100, power supply, tuner, 
antenna, coax, paddle, EZ-Hang, and 
all my clothes. Only the laptop, license, 
and passport were in an additional slim 
shoulder bag. 

It all started two years earlier in Janu- 
ary of 2006 when my wife and I took a 
vacation trip to Rarotonga, Cook Islands. 
I had been re-licensed as AD7AF after 
a forty-year hiatus. On Rarotonga I met 
local Hams Jim Ditchburn, ZK1JD, and 
Victor Rivera, ZK1CG (they’re now 
ES51’s). Just before our departure for home, 
I also met Bill, N7OU, and Bob, W7YAQ, 
who were starting out on their own DXpe- 
dition (WorldRadio, February 2006). 

Jim told me how to get my own 
ZK1W WA call sign and offered to let me 
use his station to make some contacts. 
I made 300, 15 Meter SSB QSOs over 
several days, working a couple of hours 
per day. That is all it took. Being on the 
other side of a pile-up is fun! 

When my wife and I decided to spend 
four weeks in the Cooks in January and 
February of 2008, there was no ques- 
tion in my mind. I was taking my own 
station to work with my renewed license 
as E51W WA. 

So, how do you fit a decent vacation/ 
personal DXpedition in a carry-on bag? 
After years of travel for business and plea- 


HANG YOUR NEXT WIRE ANTENNA 
THE EZ HANG WAY 


Everything you need; the original EZ Hang, the EZ 
Winder, a spare set of bands & 6 extra weights: $99.95 
plus $9.05 {US} S/H. 
EZ Hang, Code W * 2217 Princess Anne St, Ste. 104-1 
Fredericksburg VA 22401 © werw.ezhang.com * 540-286-0176 
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sure, my wife and I have a strong “travel 
light” mind-set. And, I’ll admit, when we 


arrived on Rarotonga I had one additional — 
small carry-on bag because I wanted to’ 


experiment with a vertical dipole antenna 
made from BuddiPole parts. I left this 


bag behind with Jim, E51JD when we 


went to Mauke. 

The gear in the shack included an 
Elecraft K2/100 transceiver, MFJ-4125 
25Amp compact switching power supply, 
MFJ-904 Travel Tuner, a paddle, and 
a Lenovo T series ThinkPad running 
N3FJP’s ACLog. I’m not trying to 
endorse any product brand, that’s just 
what I used, and it all worked flawlessly. 
It being the bottom of the sunspot cycle, 
most of my QSOs were made using CW. 
When I had a good run on SSB, I used 
a Heil Pro-Set with a boom-mike and 
foot-switch so I had both hands free for 
logging and tuning. On CW I made good 
use of function keys to send pre-canned 
text from ACLog. 

The main workhorse antenna was a 
custom-design homebrew off-center-fed 
dipole 68 feet long on top, fed with 30 
feet of 450-ohm window line. An Ele- 
craft BL2 switch-able 1:1 & 4:1 balun 
interfaced the window line to 50-ohm 
coax to the shack. This antenna resonates 
in the 40, 30, 20, 17, 15, and 10-Meter 


Contact these fine dealers for prices 


ae Laipaices lengths 


www. amradlo. com www. aesham. com 
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50 Ohm Coax Cable Assemblies 


manufactured by Cable X-Perts, Inc. www.cablexperts.com 


All packed up for the island hopper 
from Mauke back to Rarotonga. 
Everything except the laptop, 


passport and tickets are in the 


carry-on bag: rig, power supply, 
tuner, coax, off-center-fed dipole, 
rope, clothes and toiletries. 


bands (I didn’t try 12 Meters) and would 
tune up on 80 Meters. On both Rarotonga 
and Mauke this dipole was hung between 
convenient palm trees high enough so that 
even with sag, the feed point was about 40 
feet off the ground. I used an EZ-Hang 
sling shot device to shoot the end lines 
over the tops of the trees. 


Connector: PL259 both 6! 

Buriat: Riess UV Resistant: Yes. 

Shields: 2 (100% bonded foils 95%TC Braic) V/P 84% 
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Recoramended frequencies: {SOMHz & higher 


Connector: PL259 re goog 
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Shields: 1 (87%BC Bra VIP 66% 

Attenuation @ 106ft: 1GMHz 0.62. 3OMHz 1.2 : 
Recommended frequencies: 1-30MNz(High Power), 


Connector: PL25S both ends. 

Burial: Ne. UV Resisiant: Yes. 

Shisids: 1 (95%BC Braid) V/P 78 

Attenuation @ 100ft: 10MHz St, oie 0.9, Taine 4.2 
Recommended irequencies: 1-S0MHz. 


Connector: PL259 both ends. 
Burial: No, UV Resistant: Yes. 
Shisids: 4 Liye ages V/P 78% 
Attenuation @ 100f: 10MHz 0,98, awe 2.0 
Recommended patina 4-20MHz. 


Len engines ih ae 
Ring terminats both ends. 
HS (1/2° Wide), wee 


_ Detail for this multi-band antenna is 
shown in Figure 1. The top section used 
#18 AWG stranded copper-coated steel 
with an insulated jacket (Wireman 532). 
‘The 450-ohm feedline used #18 AWG 
window line (Wireman 553). I mounted 
the Elecraft balun in a Radio Shack plastic 
project box, 5" x 2.5" x 2", to keep the 
weather out. I drilled a 1/10" diameter 
hole in the box so I could use a nail or 
toothpick to switch the balun from a 1:1 
to a 4:1 ratio. I used a 1:1 ratio for 80 and 
15 Meters and a 4:1 ratio for the rest of the 
bands. The SWR at the coax connector 
on the balun output was 2:1 or less on all 
bands except 10 Meters which measured 
4:1 and 80 Meters where SWR was about 
5:1. These SWR figures kept the losses 
low in the coax run between the balun 
and the tuner in the shack. On Rarotonga 
I needed 36 feet of coax and on Mauke, 
130 feet. I couldn’t get the antenna high 
enough for good performance on 80 
Meters and was only able to work New 
Zealand on that band. . 


Window Line 


switchable 


WT 840 | Balun 


RG8X coax to shack 


_ Fig. 1 - Off-center Fed Antenna 


Figure 1 — Off-center Fed Antenna. 


Most serious island DXpeditioners try 
to put vertical antennas, phased arrays, 
and Yagi antennas on the wet sand beach. 
There’s no question about it, there’s noth- 
ing like a salt water ground to achieve 
dynamite antenna performance. I could 
have used these types of antenna on the 
beach in Rarotonga if QSO count was the 
prime goal of the trip rather than a vaca- 
tion with my wife combined with time 
on the radio. As it was, the horizontal 
dipole on Rarotonga was hung between 
ty’o trees such that salt-water was under 
it at high tide. It performed so well that 
the only area of the world that I didn’t 
work was the Indian sub-continent. On 
Mauke, the shack was on a narrow finger 


Lunch at the Tamarind House with local Hams on Rarotonga. From left, Victor 
Rivera, E51CG, Jim Ditchburn, E51JD, and the author, Dick, ES1 WWA. 


of coral with water on either side at high 
tide. The horizontal dipole performed 
well here too. 

I did have some great runs With a verti- 
cal back in Rarotonga at the end of our trip 
-when we stayed a few days at the KiiKii 
Motel (famous in some DX circles). I 
used a custom vertical dipole mounted on 
the 2nd floor balcony outside the “Radio 
Room,” room 21. The top section of the 
dipole used BuddiPole components, two 
standard arms in tandem, a loading coil 
(if needed) and a 9 ft. whip. The bottom 


The DX Store 


Check out our holiday gifts under $100 
FREE Shipping on select items too. 


i sales@dxstore.com 
www.dxstore.com 


10301 Maybrook Ave. Whittier, CA 90603 


half of the antenna used wires cut for each 
band. The wires for 15 and 17 Meters 
could hang freely from the top of the 
balcony down toward the rocks tumbling 
down to the tide high line. The 20, 30, and 
40-Meter bottom wires were anchored to 
the rocks below and had to be angled from 
the vertical (as much as 30 degrees for the 
33 ft. 40-Meter wire). Because it was so 
close to the lagoon, this vertical dipole 
was at least, if not more, effective than 
the horizontal antenna. But it required 15 
to 20 minutes for a band change, using an 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6éwr.com 


WorldRadio, November 2008 7 


Autek RF Analyst to help adjust the top 
length and coil taps for resonance. I used 
the 1:1 balun to interface the antenna to 
the coax run to the tuner. 

An interesting aspect of this DXpe- 
dition was the fact that after-my first 
ten days on Rarotonga, VP6DX on 
Ducie Island began operations. I had 
had the South Pacific to myself and 
now there was serious competition! I 
found if I worked up a few kiloHertz 
from the VP6DX transmit frequency 
(on CW) that I got plenty of activity 
from people that worked Ducie Island 
and then tuned around in the vicinity. 
They at least had their beams turned in 
approximately the right direction. Bill, 
N7OU, and Bob, W7YAQ, as T320U 
and T32YA, respectively began opera- 
tions on Christmas Island during this 
period. They independently discovered 
and used the technique of working just 
up from VP6DX to great advantage. 

Places to stay: The people at the 
KiiKii Motel on Rarotonga are very 
ham friendly as they probably average 
at least one Ham visit per year. “Radio” 
room 21 is the best location on the island 
for propagation to North America being 
right above the beach and directly facing 
north by northeast. We spent most of our 
time on Rarotonga (two weeks) in one of 
Gwen Welland’s lagoon-front Muri Beach 
Cottages. This part of the island faces 
more or less east, but still provides an 
over-the-water shot to the U.S.A. with the 
right antenna orientation. On Mauke, we 
‘stayed in Teata and Tangata’s Okiva cot- 
tage. They provided some meals, but we 
had a microwave oven and an electric fry 
pan to do our own cooking as we wished. 
Shopping and lodging on Mauke is very 
limited with an island population of three 
to four hundred. The Okiva is on the west 
facing side of the island. 


HamTestOnline 
Web-based training for the 
ham radio exams 
m Quick, easy way to learn. 
> 100% guaranteed — you pass the 
exam or get your money back. 
> Better than random practice tests. 
> Provides additional information. 


> Presents concepts in logical order. 
> Tracks your progress on each question. 
> Focuses on your weak areas with 
“intelligent repetition”. 
> Better than books — question drill 
keeps you engaged. 
www.hamtestonline.com 


123 Wyman Rd., Abington, MA 02351 
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The vertical dipole 
anchored to the 
railing outside room 
21 at the Kii Kii 
Motel on Rarotonga. 
Visible are three 
BuddiPole sections 
at the base of the top 
half of the dipole. 
Off the top of the 
photo is the loading 
coil plus a 9 ft. whip. 
The bottom half of 
the dipole is a wire 
hanging down toward 
the beach. Next to my 
hand on the railing is 
the Elecraft balun in 
its plastic enclosure. 
Also visible is the RF 
Analyst for proper 
antenna length 
adjustment when 
changing bands. 


I had given Gwen Welland and Teata 
and Tangata advanced warning of the 
Amateur Radio operation, and there was 
no hesitation or objections. On Mauke, 
when I was having trouble getting a line 
over a particularly tall palm tree with the 
EZ-Hang, Tangata fetched his sturdy fish- 
ing rod and reel and expertly cast a weight 
and line over the top of the tree. 


Getting there: Air New Zealand has 
several direct flights per week from Los 
Angeles to Rarotonga. Air New Zealand 
also flies from Auckland to Rarotonga. 
To reach the outer islands, like Mauke, 
Air Rarotonga has regularly scheduled 
flights and has an excellent website for 
checking schedules, rates, and for making 
reservations. Most of Air Raro’s fleet are 


i 


Amateur Radio Call Signs 


The following shows the last call sign in each group to be assigned for each VE Region under the sequential call sign 
system as of 04 September 2008. For more information about the sequential call sign system, see Fact Sheet PR5000 
#206-S dated August 1996 or contact the Federal Communications Commission, Consumer Assistance Branch, 1270 
Fairfield Road., Gettysburg, PA 17325-7245; toll free 888/2255322, or see the website: http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls. 


District Group C/ 
Technician 

0 KD@FDF 
1 KBIRDD 
2 KC2TXC 
3 KB3RQC 
4 KJ4GLH 
5 KESWEN 
6 KI6SXR 
a KE7VSJ 
8 KD8JGH 
9 KC9OFY 
N. Marianas KH@UC 
Guam NH2GE 
Hawaii WH7QL 
American Samoa KH8DS 
Alaska KL2NK 
Virgin Islands NP200 
Puerto Rico WP4NYL 


++ All calls in this group have been assigned 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


Group B/ Group A/ 
General Extra 
++ AC@ML 
++ AB1JM 
++ AB2ZR 
oo AB3IC 
++ AJ4KV 
++ AESJI 
++ AF6LR 
++ AD7WH_ 
++ AC8CE 
++ j AB9SE 
++ ++ 
++ AH2DU 
++ AH6SS . 
++ AH8Y 
++ AL2Z 
++ KP2CU 
++ ++ 
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unnecessary clutter or gear. © 


small ten or twelve passenger turbo-props 
although they use fan-jets for the popular 
tourist destination, Aitutaki, and to reach 
some of the North Cook Islands. Air New 
Zealand’s luggage size and weight limita- 
tions are a bit strict, but Air Rarotonga has 
severe weight restrictions due to the small 
size of most of their aircraft. They will be 
lenient, however, if the flight is not fully 
booked, but you can’t count on that. 

Non-radio activities: There is plenty 
to do on Rarotonga, touring, boating, 
diving, fishing, snorkeling, hiking, as 
well as shopping. The capital, Avarua, 
is a thriving town serving the needs of 
tourists as well as local folk. There's an 
interesting museum and a 
decent library as well as 
a variety of shops cater- 
ing to the tourist trade as 
cruise ships make frequent 
one day stops in addition 
to the people vacationing 
via intercontinental jet ser- 
vice. A good website to get 
started learning more about 
the Cook Islands is http:// 
www.ck/ 

Getting Licensed: Bring 
a good copy of your home 
QTH Amateur Radio 
license to the main Post 
and Telecom Office in 
Avarua and tell the recep- 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


The operating station at the Kii Kii Motel, calling CQ. Note the lack of 


tionist at the desk that you'd like to apply 
for a Cook Island license. Last I knew, 
the officer in charge of licensing was on 
duty only during the morning hours. The 
fee was NZ$20 for a one-year term. The 
process took about 15 minutes. 

The bottom line was an enjoyable vaca- 
tion for both my wife and I, complete 
with social engagements, good restaurant 
meals, snorkeling, and long beach walks 
all combined with a personal DXpedition 
netting over 4,200 QSOs and 91 countries 
in about 23 days of part-time operating. I 
have a lot to learn about being on the other — 
side of a pile-up, but this is learning that — 
is fun. ie 


View of the lagoon from the Muri Beach shack. 


Amateur Radio 
“Olympics” 


“Bud” Larson, W7LNG 


ile China was getting ready 

for the Olympic Games in 

Beijing, Ham Radio opera- 

tors from Russia, Japan, Canada and the 

United States gathered for the Friendship 

Radiosports Games in Portland, Oregon. 

Top operators in CW sending, receiving, 

pileup, SSB contest operating and foxhunt- 

ing (hidden-transmitter finding) competed 
for “gold,” “silver,” or “bronze” medals. 

The first International Friendship 
Radiosports Games were held in 1989 in 
Khabarovsk, Russian Far East. Yevgeny 
Stavitsky, UAOCA, Rene Berblinger, 
KX7Z, and others formed the Friendship 
Amateur Radio Society (FARS) with the 
cooperation of the sister-cities organiza- 
tions of Khabarovsk, Portland, Oregon, 
and Victoria BC, Canada. Many sched- 
ules were held on 20-Meters to arrange 
details for the first meets. 

The 2008 games featured speedy teleg- 
raphy, contest operation at local amateur 
stations, and the [ARU rules transmit- 
ter hunt. For the CW receiving, several 
tables were set up with modern headsets. 
The code increased speed, with “VV V” 
to indicate increased speed. Most had 
stopped trying at the highest heed and 
laid their pens down. 

The pileup test had several stations send- 
ing at various speeds at the same time. The 
one who copied the most callsigns won. 
Mikhail Zavarukhin, RW@CN, and “Bud” 
Larson, W7LNG, came out winners as 


Awards won by W7LNG at FARS 
meets 1992- 2001. 


- Mike Zavarukhin, RW@CN and 


daughter Sasha at barbecue. 


they had in the past. 

For the sending test, the entrant selected 
his choice of key, starting with a straight 
key, from a small table covered with 
several styles of telegraph keys. Most 
used the electronic paddles for the faster 
speeds but some used the Vibroplex bug. 
Alex Savin, UA@CDxX, used a hand key 
the entire time and did very well. 

The hidden transmitter hunt was held 
in a State Park and used international 
rules with five “foxes” each sending a 
distinctive CW identification indicating 
which unit one was listening to. Timers 
kept transmissions to one minute, rotating 
so only one transmitted at a time. Dale 
Hunt, WB6BY JU, put in a lot of time with 
that set-up. Contestants carrying small 
two-Meter Yagis, most mounted on hand- 
held receivers, rushed down a marked trail 
two at a time. Times were recorded on a 
white board and totals figured. Applause 
rewarded the finishers, then sack lunches 
and sports drinks. Where were the U.S. 
entrants? More Russians and Canadians 
did well with only one entrant from Japan; 
Yoshiko, JQILCW. 

Formal festivities ended with the 
awards banquet Sunday evening. This 
capped the games with International 
good will. The next FARS competition is 
planned for Khabarovsk in 2010. 

In reviewing the results below, it 
became apparent that there was an 
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inadvertent error in the awarding of cer- 
tificates (preliminary to medals), which 
we did not catch at the banquet. In CW 
receiving, Bud Larson is actually the Gold 
Medal winner, having the same number 
of words per minute as Mikhail, but with 
fewer errors. Mikhail is the Silver Medal 
winner and Alexander the Bronze. Kevin 
and Slava are not medal winners in this 
category. We apologize for the error, but 
felt it was important to correct it. Because 
the actual calculations done for final 
country standings were based on these 
correct numbers, the country standings 
and traveling trophy winner do NOT 
change. Merely the certificates issued 
were in error. Sincere apologies to those 


affected. (congratulations Bud!) i) 
CW pileup: 
RUS Mikhail Zavarukhin, RWOCN 45 Gold 
USA Bud Larson, W7LNG 32 Silver 
RUS __ Slava Alexandrov, RW@CD 23 Bronze 
USA: Kevin Hunt: mh cide 31 Rinceiaus at the award banquet: I/r Vlad Vlasov, RZ@CQ; Alex Savill 
RUS _ Vlad Vlasov, RZOCQ _ 8 UA@CDxX; Yevgeny Stavitsky, VA@CA; Slava Alexandrov, RWOCD; Mike 
RUS Yevgeny Stavitsky, VA@CA 18 
RUS Alexander Savin UA@CDX 17 Zavarukhin, RWOCN. 
USA Lea Ball, AL7W 12 
USA René Berblinger, KX7Z 8 ee RUS Vlad Vlasov, RZ@CQ 287.15 Stan Griffiths, W7NI 27 
Stan Griffiths, W7NI 31 (unofficial) 
(unofficial) CW receiving: 
CW sending: , , USA Bud Larson, W7LNG 35 Gold CW team results: 
RUS Alexander Savin UA@CDX 162.5. Gold RUS Mikhail Zavarukhin, RW@CN 35 Silver Pileup 
USA Kevin Hunt, WA7VTD 169.1. Silver RUS. Alexander Savin, UA@CDX 33 Bronze Russia 68 points GOLD 
USA Bud Larson, W7LNG 173.5 Bronze USA Kevin Hunt, WA7VTD 29 Alexander Savin, UA@CDX 
USA Lea Ball, AL7W ~ 199.5 RUS Slava Alexandrov, RW@CD 29 Evgeny Stavitsky, VAO@CA 
RUS — Yevgeny Stavitsky, UA@CA 201.9 USA Lea Ball, AL7W 19 Mikhail Zavarukhin, RWO@CN 
RUS. Mikhail Zavarukhin, RW@CN 217.75 RUS Yevgeny Stavitsky, UA@CA 19 Slava Alexandrov, RW@CD 
RUS Slava Alexandrov, RW@CD 243 USA René Berblinger, KX7Z 19 Vlad Vlasov, RZ@CQ 
USA _ Rene Berblinger, KX7Z 250 RUS VIad Vlasov, RZOCQ 17 ; 


USA 53 points SILVER 
Bud Larson, W7LNG 
Kevin Hunt, WA7VTD 


NUE-PSK | . i " : Lea Ball, AL7W 


Rene Berblinger, KX7Z 


Digital Modem . Seeatag 


USA 342.6 seconds GOLD — 
Bud Larson, W7LNG 


The easy and portable way ues pe ee 
ea Ball, 


to get on the air with PSK-31 jf : ican ORF — Rene Berblinger, KX7Z : 
.. no computer required! Russia 364.4 SILVER 


Alexander Savin, UAGCDX 
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Alexander Savin, VA@CDX 
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(Growing options: USB card, cables, printed manual, more) | a pee Decne Or aeed Mikhail Zavarukhin, RWOCN 
-60, and other Kits. Slava Alexandrov, RW@CD 


Vlad Vlasov, RZ@CQ - 
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Lea Ball, AL7W 
René Berblinger, KX7Z 


CW Iron Man: 

RUS Mikhail Zavarukhin, RWOCN 274.6 
USA Bud Larsen, W7LNG 264.8 
RUS Alexander Savin, UA@CDX 232.1 
USA Kevin Hunt, WA7VTD 225.6 
RUS _ Slava Alexandrov, RW@CD 200.8 
RUS Yevgeny Stavitsky, UAWCA 174.8 
USA LeaBall, AL7W 162.4 
RUS Vlad Vlasov, RZ@CQ 145.2 
USA René Berblinger, KX7Z 136.8 
HF DX competition: 


CANADA 62SSB OCW 8MULT 

TOTAL 496 Gold 
USA 0 SSB 38CW SMULT 

TOTAL 380 Sliver 
RUSSIA’ 89SSB OCW 4MULT 


TOTAL 356 
JAPAN 41SSB OCW 4 MULT 

TOTAL 164 
FOXHUNT: 
USA _ Kuon Hunt, KB7WRG 8i0:52:10 


JPN Yoshiko Yamagami, JQILCW 2 2 15141 


Silver A 
nato 

RUS. Alexandra Zavarukhina 2 ye Z07258 , pozytey) Ponce. when he 
f Bronze 4s Came in first in “fox” hunt. 
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CAN Amel Krdzalic 5 0:54:48 ¢ : el i 
Gold nee meeeean at. | into a tax break for you | 
RUS Mikhai in, RW 04: vgeny Stavitsky, rs i 
Un ba Sae nanaaeaed ar Mikhail Zavarukhin, RWOCN and learning tool for 
RUS Alexander Savin, UAZCDX -5-_—«1:30:11 Slava Alexandrov, RW@CD kids. 
Bienes Viad Viasov, RZOCQ : 
USA: 1 GOLD, 3 SILVER, 1 BRONZE oc vee ei oiea 
CAN JohnMcConnachie, VETGED 4 1:01:15 ne Saas : gear to an IRS approved | 
evin Aunt, : . ‘ 
ears Gold TA TAS say : 501 (c)(3) charity. Get the tax | 
CAN_ Rick Williams, VE7TK 4 1:27:21 pale : . 
Silver René Berblinger, KX7Z credit and help a worthy cause. | 
RUS SlavaAlexandrov,RW2CD  4-_—=«*:38:55 coe pei eae ie i | 
| Bronze ine Equipment picked up 
RUS Vlad Vlasov, RZ@CQ 4. SOF eee | Dare 
| Api eapmaties ER | anywhere or shipping | 
OVERALL TEAM SCORES: Ba aes ac Mise eet ow 9A. = i 
RUSSIA: 2 GOLD, 2 SILVER, 1 BRONZE Rene, VEE | “ranged. ed. Radios you can 
(11 points) spends gt sama write off - kids you can’t. 


Yoshiko Yamagami, JQILCW 


Alexander Savin, UA@CDX 
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MFEJ Pocket size Morse Code Reader™ 


Hold near your receiver ~ it instantly displays CW in English! Automatic Speed Tracking ... Instant Replay... 
32 Character LCD... High-Performance Modem . Com uter Interface... Battery Saver... More! 


Is your CW rusty? 

Relax and place this tiny pock- 
et size MFJ Morse Code Reader 
near your receiver’s speaker... 

Then watch CW turn into solid 
text messages as they scroll across 
an easy-to-read LCD display. 

No cables to hook-up, no 
computer, no interface, nothing 
else needed! 

Use it as a backup in case you 
mis-copy a few characters - - it 
makes working high speed CW a 
breeze - - even if you’re rusty. 

Practice by copying along with the 
MFJ-461. It'll help you learn the 
code and increase your speed as you 
instantly see if you’re right or wrong. 

Eavesdrop on interesting Morse 
code QSOs from hams all over the 
world, It’s a universal language 
that’s understood the world over. 

MFJ AutoTrak™ automatically locks 
on, tracks and displays CW speed up to 

99 Words-Per-Minute. 
Simply place your MFJ-461 close to 


“you 


ceiver speaker un 
lock LED flashes in time with $ 
the CW. Digs out weak signals. 8 
Phase-Lock-Loop even tracks 

slightly drifting signals. 

Of course, nothing can clean up and 
copy a sloppy fist, especially weak sig- 
nals with lots of QRM/QRN. 

The MFJ-461’s serial port lets you 
display CW text full screen on a bright 
computer monitor -- just use your com- 
puter serial port and terminal program. 

When it’s too noisy for its micro- 
phone pickup, you can connect the 


MFJ- 461 Soft leather protec- 


MFJ-461 to your receiver with a 
cable. A battery saving feature puts 
| the MFJ-461 to sleep during peri- 
ds of inactivity. It wakes up and 
decodes when it hears CW. 
| Uses 9 Volt battery. Fits in your 
hirt pocket with room to spare - 
maller than a pack of cigarettes. 
Tiny 2'/:x3'/ax1 inches. 5'/2 ounces. © 
Die easy-to-use! Just turn it 
-- it starts copying instantly! 
"MF J-26B, $9.95. , 


95 tive pouch. Clear 
plastic overlay for 
display, push button 

opening, strong, pock- 

et/belt clip secures MFJ-461. 
MFJ-5161, $16.95. MFJ-461 to 
computer serial port cable (DB-9). 
MFJ-5162, $7.95. Receiver cable 
connects MFJ-461 to your radio’s 
external speaker 3.5 mm jack. 
MFJ-5163, $10.95. Cable lets you 
use external speaker when MFJ-461 is 
plugged into radio speaker jack. 3.5 mm. 


MFJ Morse Code Reader and Keyer Combination 


Plug MFJ’s CW Reader with Keyer into 
your transceiver’s phone jack and key jack. 

Now you're ready to compete with the world’s 
best hi-speed CW operators -- and they wont 
even know you ‘re still learning the code! Sends 
and reads 5-99 WPM. 

Automatic speed tracking. Large 2-line 
LCD shows send/receive messages. Use 


MF J lambic Paddies- 


MFJ-564 Chrome 
MFJ-564B Black 
$69°5 
MF J Deluxe lambic Paddles™ fealllig a 
full range of adjustments in tension and contact 
spacing. Self-adjusting nylon and steel needle 
bearings, contact points that almost never need 
cleaning, precision machined frame and non- 
skid feet on heavy chrome base. Works with 
Be" MFJ and other electronic keyers. 
Miniature Travel lambic Paddle 
MFJ-561, $24.95. 1°/.Wx1°/sD x°/sH inches. 
Formed phosphorous bronze spring paddle, 
stainless steel base. 4 ft. cord, 3.5 mm plug. 


MFJ Deluxe CW Keyer 


Deluxe MFJ Keyer 
has all controls on front. 
panel for easy access - 
speed, weight, tone, vol- FJ-407D 
ume knobs, and tune, semi/auto, 369°5 
on/off push-buttons. You get ail 
keyer modes, dot-dash memories, self com- 
pleting dots and dashes, jam-proof spacing, 
sidetone, built-in speaker, type A or B key~ 
ee proof. Solid state keying. this in. 

FJ-401D, $49.95.MF) 
Econo Keyer If has front-panel 
volume/speed controls (8-50 
wpm), tune switch. Internal adjust weight, 
tone. Solid state keying. Tiny 4x2x3'/ in. 


paddle or computer keyboard. MFJ-464 
Easy menu operation. Front $4 99° MEd CW sence! 
panel speed, volume controls. 4 : 


message memories, type ahead 
buffer, read again buffer, adjust- 
able weight/sidetone, speaker. RFI proof. 


MFJ-551, $39.95. RFI suppressed key- 


board, a must to avoid RFI problems. 


MF J Code Oscillator 


MFJ- 557 MFJ-557 
$39°5 Deluxe 
Code 


Practice 

" Oscillator 
has a 
Morse key and oscillator unit mounted 
together on a heavy steel base -- stays put 
on your table! Portable. 9-Volt battery or 
110 VAC with MFJ-1312D, $15.95. Ear- 


phone jack, tone and volume controls, speaker. 
Adjustable key. Sturdy. 8'/2x2'/:x3°/s inches, 
MFJ-550, $14.95. Telegraph 


ns & ee: 
Key Only with adjustable 
contacts. Handsome black. 


Keyer/Paddle Combo 


MFJ-422p __ Best of ail 


Curtis™ keyer that fits 
tight on Bencher paddle! 
Adjustable weight and tone, front panel vol- 
ume and speed controls (8-50 WPM), 
built-in dot-dash memories, speaker, 


sidetone, semi-automatic/tune or automatic ° 1 Year No Matter What™ 


modes. Use 9V battery or 110 VAC with 
MFJ-1312D, $15.95. 4'/8x23/8x5'/4 in 
MFJ-422DX, $79.95. MEJ 


paddie or MFJ-564 (chrome) or MFJ- 
564B (black) paddles above. 


$ 95 CW worlds -- 
1 a4 a deluxe MF J 


(Keyboard, paddle WOE gy 
not included.) 3 ee 


MFJPocket i Morse Tutor 
. Learn Morse code any- 
where with this tiny MF 
Pocket-sized Morse Code 
o Tutor™\ Practice copying 
x MEJ-41 48 letters, numbers, prosigns, 
89° punctuations or any combination 
or words or rOSOs. Follows ARRL/VEC for- 
mat. Start at zero code speed and end up as a 
high speed CW Pro! LCD, built-in speaker. 


Free MFJ Catalog 


Visit: http://www.mfjenterprises.com 
or call toll-free 800-647-1800 


warranty ¢ 30 day money 


back suatnatee | (less s/h) on orders direct from MFJ 


. MFJ-1312D, $15.95. ‘ > /& in. MFJ ENTERPRISES, INC. 
F X, 95. : 300 Industrial Pk Rd, Starkville, 
Curtis™ Keyer only, fits on your Bencher MS 39759 PH: (662) 323-5869 


Tech Help: (662) 323-0549 


FAX:(662)323-6551 8-4:30 CST. Mon.-Fri. Adds 


Prices and specifications subject to change. (¢) 2009 MEJ Enterprises, Ine. 


MFJ... the world leader in ham radio accessories! 


ea a 


10 Bands -- 1 MFJ Antenna! 


Full size performance... No ground or radials Operate 10 bands: 75/80, 40, 30, 20, 17, 15, 12, 10, 6 
and 2 Meters with one antenna... a bat ar size radiators... End loading... Elevated top feed... 
Low Radiation Angle... Very wide bandwidth... Highest performance no ground vertical ever... 


Operate 10 bands -- 


cal antenna and get fil 
ize performance with no 
round or radials! 

Full size performance 
achieved using sepa- 
te full size radiators for 


0, 40, 75/80 Meters, 
Get very low radiation 
ngle for exciting DX, 
coe “automatic bandswitching, 
. omni-directional cover- 
$299°5 age, low SWR. Handles 
1500 Watts PEP SSB. 

MFJ’s unique Elevated Top Feed™ ele- 
vates the feedpoint all the way to the top of 
the antenna. It puts the maximum radiation 
point high up in the clear where it does the 
most good -- your signal gets out even if 
you’re ground mounted. 

It’s easy to tune because adjusting one 
band has minimum effect on the resonant 
frequencies of other bands. 

Self-supporting and just 20 feet tall, the 
MFJ-1798 mounts easily from ground level 
to tower top -- small lots, backyards, apart- 
ments, condos, roofs, tower mounts. 

Separate full size quarter wave radiators 


6-Band, 40-2 Meters 


Low profile 14 ca. ..7 fi. turning radius .. 


__MFJ-1775 


than a TV antenna and is easily turned by a 
lightweight rotator like Hy-Gain’s AR-35. 

It’s no Wimp! \ts directivity reduces QRM/ 
noise and lets you focus your signal in the 
direction you want -- work some rea/ DX. 

You can operate 6 bands -- 40, 20, 15, 
10, 6 and 2 meters -- and run fill 1500 
Watts SSB/CW on all HF bands! 

Features automatic band switching and 
uses highly efficient end-loading with its 


9 
FJ’s 
i MEJ’s tiny 36 inch 


», diameter loop antenna 
*, lets you operate 10 
, through 30 MHz con- 
| tinuously -- including 
i the WARC bands! 
Ideal for limited 
Me space -- apartments, 
MFJ-1786 smail lots, motor homes, 
$41 9°% attics, or mobile homes. Enjoy 
DX and local contacts mounted 
vertically. Get both low angle radiation for 
excellent DX and high angle radiation for 
local, close-in contacts. Handles 150 watts. 
Super easy-to-use! Only MFJ’s super 
remote control has Auto Band Selection™. 
It auto-tunes to desired band, then beeps to 
let you know. No control cable is needed. 


MF J... the world leader in ham radio accessories! 


are used on 20, 17, 15, 12, 10 and 2 
Meters. On 6 Meters, the 17 Meter radiator 
becomes a 3/4 wave radiator. 

The active radiator works as a stub to 
decouple everything beyond it. Jn phase 
antenna current flows in all parallel radia- 
tors. This forms a very large equivalent 
radiator and gives you incredible band- 
widths. Radiator stubs provide automatic 
bandswitching -- absolutely vo Joss due to 
loading coils or traps. 

On 30, 40, 75/80 Meters, end loading -- 
the most efficient form of loading -- gives 
you highly efficient performance, excellent 
bandwidth, low angle radiation and auto- 
matic bandswitching. 

MFJ’s unique Frequency Adaptive L- 
Network™ provides automatic impedance 
matching for lowest SWR on these low 
bands. Tuning to your favorite part of 
these bands is simple and is done at the 
bottom of the antenna. 

You don’t need a ground or radials 
because an effective counterpoise that’s 12 
feet across gives you excellent ground iso- 
lation. You can mount it from ground level 
to roof top and get awesome performance. 

The feedline is decoupled and isolated 
from the antenna with MFJ’s exclusive 
AirCore™ high power current balun. It’s 
wound with Zeflon® coax and can’t saturate, 
no matter how high your power. 

Incredibly strong solid fiberglass rod 


Rotatable Mini-Dipole 
40, 20, 15, 10, 6, 2 Meters... 1500 Watts... 
entire length always radiating. With 6 and 
2 Meters thrown-in, you have ham radio’s 
most versatile rotatable dipole! 

Each HF band uses a separate, efficient 
end-loading coil wound on fiberglass forms 
with Zeflon™ wire, and capacitance hats at 
each end (no lossy traps). 6 and 2 meters 
are full-length halfwave dipoles. 

Built-to-last -- incredibly strong solid 
rod fiberglass center insulator and 6063 1-6 
aircraft strength aluminum tubing radiator. 
Assembles in an afternoon. Adjusting one 
band has little effect on other bands. 
MEJ-1775W, $249.95. WARC band ver- 
sion for 12, 17, 30, 60 Meters only. 


Super High-Q Loop™ Antennas 


Fast/slow tune buttons and built-in two 
range Cross-Needle SWR/Wattmeter lets 
you quickly tune to your exact frequency. 

All welded construction, welded butter- 
fly capacitor with no rotating contacts, 
large 1.050 inch diameter round radiator -- 
gives you the highest possible efficiency. 

Each plate in MFJ’s tuning capacitor is 
welded for low loss and polished to prevent 
high voltage arcing, welded to the radiator, 
has nylon bearing, anti-backlash mechanism, 
limit switches, continuous no-step DC 
motor -- gives smooth precision tuning. 


$369° 


and large diameter 6061 T-6 aircraft strength 
aluminum tubing is in the main structure. 
Efficient high-Q coils are wound on 
tough /ow loss fiberglass forms using high- 
ly weather resistant 7eflon® covered wire. 


MFJ 80/40/20 Meter 
Rotatable Dipole 


Now you can operate 
e low bands on 80, 40, 
nd 20 Meters with a true 
MFJ-1785_ rotatable dipole that’!l blend in with 
the sky! Take advantage of excel- 
lent low band propagation during this low 
sunspot cycle. Handles 1500 Watts SSB/CW. 
80/40 meter end-loading coils are wound on 
fiberglass forms with Zeflon™ wire, and resonated 
with capacitance hats to ensure an extremely low- 
losses. Full-size on 20 Meters gives incredible 
DX. Balun included! 33 ft., low-profile, 
inconspicuous. Easily rotatable with a 
medium duty rotator like Hy-gain’s AR-40. 
eo MFJ’s GSRV Antenna 
MFJ-1778 Covers all bands,160- 
$44°> 10 Meters with antenna 
tuner. 102 ft. long. Can uSe as invert- 


) 
ma” ed vee or sloper. Use on 160 M as 
Marconi.1500 Watts. Super-strong fiberglass 
center/feedpoint insulators. Glazed ceramic 
end insulators. All hand-soldered connections. 
Add coax, some rope and you’re on the air! 
MEJ-1778M, $39.95. GSRV Junior. Half- 
size, 52 ft. 40-10M with tuner, 1500 Watts. 


Free MFJ Catalog 


Visit: http://www.mfjenterprises.com 
or call toll-free 800-647-1800 


Heavy duty thick ABS plastic housing has * | Year No Matter What'™ warranty * 30 day money 


ultraviolet inhibitor protection. 


back guarantee (less s/h) on orders direct from MFJ 


Cover 40-15 Meters MFJ-1788, $469.95. MEFJ ENTERPRISES, INC. 
Like MFJ-1786 but covers 40-15 Meters 300 Industrial Pk Rd, Starkville, 


continuous. Includes remote control. 


MS 39759 PH: (662) 323-5869 
Tech Help: (662) 323-0549 


FAX:(662)323-6551 8-4:30 CST, Mon.-Fri. Add shipping. 


Prices and specifications subject to change. (c) 2009 MFJ Enterprises, Inc 


NUE-PSK modem and IC-703 in operation all battery powered. 


NUE-PSK Modem and Battery Assembly 


Dave Gauger, W9CJS 


ure I use computers, all the time 
like most of us Hams, but when 
I saw the ad for the NUE-PSK 


COPY! 


ANTIQUE RAD 


Antique Radio's Largest-Circulation 


Monthly Magazine 


Articles - Classifieds - Ads for Parts & Services 


Also: Early TV, Ham Equip., Books, 
Telegraph, 40's & 50’s Radios & more... 


Free 20-ward ad each month, Don't miss out! | 


1-Year: $45 ($60 by 1st Class} 
2 §-Nonth Trial «$24. Foreign - Write. 


A.R.C., P.O. Box 802-N14, Carlisle, MA 01741 | 
Phone: (866) 371-0512; Fax: (978) 371-7129 | 


modem which decodes PSK without 
need for a computer I was intrigued 
and tempted right from the start. I have 
nothing against computers but what 
attracted me was the possibility of oper- 


SCS PTC-lipro 
with PACTOR Ill 


The gold standard in reliable data communications. 
When it really counts, you'll use PACTOR III. 


North American Distributor www. farallon.us 


Farallon Electronics 415-331-1924 pactor@farallon.us 
2346 Marinship Way Suite 101, Sausalito CA 94965 USA 
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ating both a QRP radio and the PSK 
modem off a single battery and still 
enjoying relatively-long battery life. 

I read everything I could find about 
the NUE-PSK unit and watched the 
video on the manufacturer’s website 
describing its operation. It looked 
slick... so I ordered one. To put it short, 
I'm very pleased. 

No the modem doesn’t have a water- 
fall... so what. I find the tuning indica- 
tor that is provided, easy to use and 
effective. Keyboard commands raise 
and lower the sensitivity, or place your 
rig in tune-up mode and do a host of 
other tasks including reading the bat- 
tery voltage. 

The one thing I did wish for on the 
modem was a bail of some sort to make 
it stand up. Since none was provided I 
decided to design one myself. I went 
through the usual experiments of bend- 
ing wires and trying to adapt existing 
hardware fixtures to suit but nothing 
seemed to work well. It occurred to 
me that since the life of the internal 9 
volt batteries would be somewhere on 
the order of four-six hours total, and 
I'd need an external battery, perhaps I 
could combine the need for a bail and 
a battery all in one. 

The pictures aptly describe what I 


came up with. I’ve combined a battery, 
the modem, and a shelf for the radio. 
The box design eliminates the need for 
a bail. It has proven to be perfect for 


DHS 
TSA 
MARS 
USCG 
Texas DOT 
Washington State 
Vermont EOC 
Oregon Nat. Guard 
Pub, Safety Canada 
Vanderbilt Medical Ctr 
S.E. Georgia Health 
Boeing 
Raytheon 
ADP 
Naval Research Labs 
DC Airport Authority 
California OES 
and more 


my needs, easy to use, portable and the 
rechargeable SLA, (S)ealed (L)ead (A) 
cid battery powers both the IC-703 and 
the modem for hours of operation. 

Each builder has different needs 
and this is such a simple project that 
it serves no purpose for me to give a 
detailed blow-by-blow description of 
how to build one. It may, however, be 
helpful for me to point out some of the 
design features incorporated. The pic- 
tures should help describe the design. 

For the bottom piece (with the slot 
for the handle) and the slanted front 
panel I used 1/2" plywood but for the 
remander of the box I used 1/4" plywood 
nailed and glued together. The bottom 
piece I extended out such that I could 
cut a hand shaped slot for carrying the 
assembly, sans radio. I used rubber feet 
on two surfaces, the bottom on which 
it rests during operation and the end on 
which it rests after being carried by the 
handle. A coat of flat black spray paint 
completes the job. 

The top shelf is dimensioned so that 
an Icom I[C-703, an IC-706 or a Yaesu 
FT- 817 could sit there nicely during 
operation. This puts the radio with the 
modem directly below it at convenient 
viewing angles. With the keyboard 


Side oblique view showing the wiring 
to the battery with the battery charge 
connector. 


directly in front, knobs and buttons on 
‘the modem are still easily accessible. 

_ Asanaside, recall that the 706 draws 
significantly more current than the 703, 
‘even at the same 5 or 10-watt output 
‘power level. When I use (rarely) the 
IC-706 I normally plug-in an external 
AC supply for it. When using the 703, 
I power it off the same internal SLA 
battery which powers the modem. 


NUE-PSK modem with a typical 
transceiver above on the shelf. 


The box without the radio is only 
5-1/2" high so it slides nicely under my 
equipment shelf should I decide to use it 
at the equipment desk with other gear. 

The Modem itself is fixed to the slop- 
ing front panel using adhesive Velcro 
materials. Obviously it can easily be 
removed should one need to do that. The 
connections are conveniently located 
together on the right side of the modem 
so I positioned both the handle of the 
case and the opening to the battery stor- 
age box on the right as well. 

I considered ways to carry the key- 
board also as part of this assembly, 
but each solution seemed too complex 
for what advantage it provided. Only 
rarely do I carry the assembly away 
from the home base anyway so this is 
not a major concern. 

I selected the dimensions of the box 
to “trap” the 7.5 Ahr battery in place. 
I needed only to place pieces of 3/4' 
screen molding on the insides of the 
case to position the battery near the 
Opening and prevent its sliding back 
into the case. This also prevents the 
weight of the battery from resting 
on the 1/4' plywood back panel when 
being carried. 

The connections to the battery are 
then easily accessible and I mounted 
Anderson Power Pole connectors to 
the top of the box into which plug the 
mating connectors for both the Modem 
and the radio. Battery replacement is 
trivial. Unplug two Fast-On lugs and 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


hand hams 


Ham Radio for people with disabilities since 1967 
© License manuals and books on tape 


COURAGE HANDI-HAM SYSTEM 
763-520-0511 hamradio@courage.org CQUrPe 


3915 Golden Valley Rd., Golden Valley, MN 55422 


The BEST in 
Mobile Mounts 


4421 West 87th St 
Hometown, HH. 60456 
Phone: 708-423-0605 
Cell: 708-337-8172 
Fas: 708-423-} 


www. wiix.com 


, EQUIPMENT TD, 


CW Keyers & Paddles * Voice Keyers 


Contest Card - PC voice keyer and CW interface 
card ¢ XT-4 - small, battery powered CW memory 
keyer * Iambic keys, Paddle Pads & more! 


Unified Microsystems www.qth.com/w9xt 


P.O.Box133R = J Jf\gunified 
Slinger, WI 53086 UM Microsystems 


-ames Pole Antennas 


www.jamespole.com 


James & Joyce Pike 
760.780.6484 


kb6wht1 @juno.com ~ kb6bld @juno.¢om 


PROMOTING THE USE OF 10M SINCE 1962 
| AWARDS « GSO PARTIES « SPECISL EVENTS « PAPERCHASING 
Nets Mon-Sat on 28.980 & 28.800 at 18002 
CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB 
wwuiten-ten.org 
ww. 10-10.org 


The Vibroplex C Co.Inc. 11 Midtown Park E. 
Mobile, Al 36606 800-840-8873 


Morse code keys, parts, accessories, logo items 
www.vibroplex.com 


W7EG Ladder Line & Antennas 
Real Ladder Line 


Neate Impedance 600 Ohms +Light weight +Low 
bs Loading +Long Life +Little effect from rain. 
Very flexible 16-Gauge 26-strand, 50-500 ff. 


Wire Antennas with our True Ladder Line 
One conductor from equipment to far end antenna 
insulator, 160-10 Meters. Custom orders welcome. 


www.w7fenet * 918/333-7893 | 
email W7FG@W7FG.net 
402731 W. 2155 Dr., Bartlesville, OK 74006 


WorldRadio, November 2008 17 


BATTERIES AMERICA 


| BP-217 gerald 7.4v 1600mAn 


EMS-217 pesk Rapid-Smart Charger for BP-217 SS8.95 | 


BP-200XL swrimnra 9.6V 1450mAh 7) BS 
BP-197h $ alt A AA \ Battory case (Hi MEE 26 


~o@tl AA battery case (w charge uacn $24.98 


BP-8h ewwics-tericon 8.4v 1400mAh $39.85 : 
: BP-202h wan- fae av ee S34. a : 


EBP-36xh siwuon 9.6v 1450mAh_ $82.95 


EDH-11 &-call AA Battery Case $22.95 | 
| EDH-11h 8-cell Aa Battery Case sw1x) $28.95 | 


| EBP-20x nisbattery7.2v 1800mAh $29.95 


| Por Yaosu-Vertex. FT-60R; VX-410. 120.150.170.177, 180,210, 


NB-83xh NiaWe baw. . he 250 


NB-80Li LiJON battery 7 av ER 


E For YAESU- Vertex FT-817 (Back, acker Radio 


if YAESU FT 17K, FT- 47R, FY-51R, etc. : 


alpen si Na at. ak oy nasoran > 


28 S: 
PCNB-151x nanoan Fay 1800mAn $29.95 | 
» CBP-888 Seo Battery Case (SW TX) $28.95 | 


The ¥-7868 Digital SMART Care 
for AA & i 


tories! Le 


ast-Sinai rer 
NiMH, Ni-Cd, & eneloop cele; Auto Shut-off! 
{2} Comes with AC power supply AND 127DC 
power cord ior home & mobile operation! 
(3} Provides safe, quick 2-3 hour charge! 


@ semana LED charge status Li as : 
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pull the battery out. 

The battery charging scheme is 
simple. An “orphaned” 12 Vdc wall 
wart serves as a current source. It 
plugs into a mating connector soldered 
directly to the terminals of the battery. 
By using a 10-ohm 2-watt current lim- 
iting resistor in series with one charge 
lead, the charge current never exceeds 
200 mA. and gradually drifts down to 
less than 100 mA. as the battery charges 
up. Most of the common DC wall-wart 


Wall wart 13v current source and 
wiring to charge the battery. Why 
buy an expensive charger. 


supplies are unregulated so their raw, 
no-load voltage runs 15-17Vdc. 

The resistor is only slightly warm 
during charge, the wall wart shows very 


Side view of box showing construction 
of the box and the positions of the 
modem and battery? 


mild temperature rise and the battery is 
totally cold to the touch. This isn't a quick 
charge by any stretch of the imagination 
but at these low currents, approximately 
C/35 there is no problem with battery 
outgassing. I simply leave the battery 
charger on over-night whenever I’ve used 
the setup for an hour or so and the battery 
seems to stay fully charged. 

After having used the setup for sev- 
eral months now, I can truthfully say I 
wouldn't change anything. It is flexible 
and functional and in keeping with 
one of our Amateur Radio goals, I can 
go portable in moments for Emcomm 
activities or for Field Day. 


ICP-421 CORMMERC AL mobie radio VP, SO Watts, 15h 174M, 

128 Ghannel CTOSS- OCS. Miudinade. ainherumeris dlepl a auto D, 

iS tene, 2 tone encode)... Diet, 

ICES Sane but 6 Channels (n ne disiley sy). ( 

IGF-221 COMMERCIAL mobile radia UMP, 44 Watts, 480. 200M, ICES 
428 Channel, STCSS- DOCS. Mulimods, aishanumaric disniny, cate 1. EIS 
{Stang 2 tone enone cn Nae al 

ICP 2218 Same bat 8 C hanent 6 Hos hy) ve 


TSAG-AIT? Bulhi Your Gwen Repeater 2 
Interface for ICOM repesiere. Intersannection between 2 
ICOM F127 224 radios, Ne snilering required 


2) Single repeater bb) Bidirectional repeater 

} Gress hand raneater 

a Any parameters... ilies Sibaehoeee 
Programmable by software. 

SOPCTiZ2. Prograrnming interface RL You can pragram 120M 
raoblle 127/227 Series conmunercial radios. 

Requires PG 


&&S% FOR YOUR COMPLETE PREE CATALOGH! 
(WHOLESALE — ONLY FOR DEALERS) 
SO iF, ee aS ae eel oie 


? 2108-07 NW 79th Ave. 
; Miami (Doral, FL 33122 
epoomg epcon net Ph. (305) BA9-1127 © Fax 639-3351 


1630 Paisano Dr. 
PH{G15) 533-S119 © Fax 542-4701 
Ef Pasa, TX 79901 USA. 
To Free 888/533-5119 
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ALABAMA 


Montgomery Amateur Radio Club 
Hamfest will be held 08 Nov 2008, 
9a.m.—3 p.m., at the Garrett Coliseum 
at South Alabama State Fairgrounds, 
1555 Federal Dr., Montgomery, AL. 
Tailgaters welcome ($5). Admission, $6. 
Tables $15 for first, $10 each additional, 
$15 at door. Flea market, computer 
- show, RC airplane demonstrations and 
swap fest, vendors, exhibits, technical 
forums, and VE sessions (8 a.m.). The 


site is handicapped accessible and park- | 


ing is free. Talk in: 146.84, D STAR 
146.92. For RV parking, contact Coli- 
seum Office at 334/242-5597. For table 
reservations, contact Phil Salley, K4PO, 
7173 Timbermill Dr., Montgomery, AL 
36117-7405; 334/396-8369; hamfest@ 
w4ap.org. For all other inquiries, 
contact the Hamfest Chair, Rik Doll, 
_ KU4PY; 334/277-0864; ku4py@arrl. 
net; hamfest.w4ap.org 


INDIANA 


Allen County Amateur Radio 
Technical Society, Inc. (AC-ARTS), 
Hamfest and Computer Expo will be held 
15-16 Nov 2008, at the Allen County 
War Memorial Coliseum at the corner of 
Indiana 930 (Coliseum Blvd.) and Parnell 
Avenue, Fort Wayne, IN. Open to public 
9 a.m. — 4 p.m. on Saturday and 9 a.m. — 
3 p.m. on Sunday (EST). Vendor setup 
Friday evening and Saturday morning. 
Admission $6 for both days or $4 for just 
Sunday at the door only. Children 11 and 
under are free when accompanied by an 
adult. Parking $4. Over 750 commercial 
and flea market tables, all under one roof, 
containing both new and used radio, 
computer, and general electronics items. 
Tables: $25 for flea market (8 ft); $50 
for premium (8 ft); $27.50 for electricity 
(110V 20A). Advance table reservations 
required. No table sales at door. Vendors 
include international ham equipment 
manufacturers. Activities include forums 
and meetings, and VE testing on Saturday. 
Talk-in: 146.88(-). For more information, 
leave a message on the answering machine 
at 260/579-2196, and you will be contacted. 
Or you can send an inquiry to AC-ARTS/ 


Fort Wayne Hamfest, P.O. Box 10342, Fort. 


Wayne, IN 46851-0342, or visit our website 
at www.fortwaynehamfest.com 


IOWA 
Davenport Radio Amateur Club 
Hamfest/Computer Show will be held 
02 Nov 2008, 8 a.m. — 2 p.m., at the 
Davenport Clarion Hotel, 5202 N. Brady 
(Hwy 61, one mile south of I-80). Free 


parking. Talk-in: 146.88 rpt (192.8 tone). 
Advanced tickets/tables: Bill Bolton, 
WBQ@BBM, 28755 Utica Ridge Road, 
Long Grove, IA 52756; wh0bbm@arrl. 
net; www.arcsupport.com/drac 


OKLAHOMA 


Enid Hamfest Group Hamfest will 
be held 01 Nov 2008, Garfield County 


os) 


Fairgrounds Hoover Building, 302 East 
Oxford, Enid, OK. Admission $2, tables 
$1 (4 ft). Free doughnuts and coffee in 
a.m. Free hot dogs and soda at lunch. 
Talk-in: 147.375 +.600. Contact Jeff 
Worth, NSUBY; 580/554-7502; nSuby@ 
enidhamfest.com; www.enidhamfest. 
com 


Fire Island Lighthouse 


Great South Bay Amateur Radio 
Club will operate Special Event Station 
W2GSB/LH, 1100 UTC-2000 UTC, 
01 Nov 2008, from the 150-year-old Fire 
Island Lighthouse in Bay Shore, NY, 
celebrating its 150 years of service. The 
Lighthouse was built in 1858 and is still 
in operation today. Be a part of History 
and give us a call. Frequencies: 14.260 
7.250 3.755 SSB, 14.040 7.030 3.530 CW, 
14.070 PSK; QSL SASE to W2GSB/LH, 


P.O. Box 1356, West Babylon, NY 11704; | 


www.gsbarc.org 


Remembering the Edmund 
| Fitzgerald 

Stillwater Amateur Radio Association 
(SARA) will operate Special Event Sta- 
tion W@JH, 01-03 Nov 2008, “Remem- 
bering the Edmund Fitzgerald,” the iron 
ore tanker ship sinking on Lake Superior. 
Two stations operating from Split Rock 
Lighthouse (ARLHS USA 783), Split 
Rock, MN; SARA in operation from 
1500Z 01 Nov to 0100Z 03 Nov 2008, on 
SSB: 3.860, 7.260, 14.260, 21.360 MHz 
and PSK: 14.070 MHz. Certificate avail- 
able via SASE to SARA, W@JH, 1618 
West Pine St., Stillwater, MN 55082; 
www.radioham.org 


Stu Rockafellow Amateur Radio Society 
will operate Special Event Stations N8F 
and K8F, 1800Z-1800Z, 07-09 Nov 2008, 
“Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald,” at 
Whitefish Point, MI. Frequencies: 3.860, 
7.260, 14.260 and 18.160 kHz. Certificate 
only to Richard Barker, W8VS, 264 N. 
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Quality Full Color Photo 
& Eyeball Cards 


www.kb3ifh.homestead.com / 410-440-0282 
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East St., Brighton, MI 48116; w8vs@arrl. 
net; www.qsl.net/w&njh 


Livonia Amateur Radio Club will 
operate Special Event Station W8F, 
1500 UTC-2000 UTC, 08 Nov 2008, to 
commemorate the loss of the Edmund 
Fitzgerald. This operation will take place 
at the Dossin Great Lakes Ship Museum 
on Belle Isle, in Detroit, MI. The plan 
is to operate in the 10, 15, 20, 40, and 
80-Meter bands as conditions permit. For 
a certificate, send your SASE to LARC 
Special Event, P.O. Box 51532, Livonia 
MI 48151-5532; www.livoniaarc.com 


Veterans Day 


Michigan Amateur Radio Alliance will 
operate Special Event Station W8USA, 
10 a.m. —4 p.m. EST, 08-09 Nov 2008, in 
honor of Veterans Day. This event will be 
held at the Grand Rapids Home for Vet- 
erans in Grand Rapids, MI. Frequencies: 
SSB 14.250, 7.250, CW 14.040, 7.040. 
Certificate ($2) and QSL to MARA, Attn: 
Larry Dells, P.O. Box 670, Comstock 
Park, MI 49321-0670 (DO NOT send 


-envelope); lidgrd@netscape.net; www. 


w8usa.org 


The Baton Rouge Amateur Radio Club 
and the USS Kidd Amateur Radio Club 
will operate Special Event station WSKID 
on the USS Kidd in Baton Rouge, LA, 
11 Nov 2008, to celebrate Veterans Day, 
9:00 a.m. - 4:45 p.m. (Central Time) 
Time may be extended depending on 
the visiting schedule for the ship. SSB 
Frequencies: 15, 20, and 40 Meters inside 
the General band and above RTTY sub 
band. CW Frequencies: QRP sub bands. 
20 Meters will be the principal band. QSL 
with SASE size 10 or larger to WSKID 
via 305 S. River Road, Baton Rouge, LA 
70802. Visit our website at www./su.edu/ 
brarc/uss_kidd.htm 
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) RULES & REGS 


How can I add my support 

for the QCWA proposal 

regarding indicators for 

Hams who served this coun- 
try’s military? 

A. Our petition for rulemaking was 
denied along with two others that would 
have changed the way amateur stations 
transmit the identification announcement 
“..-because the petitioners seek to amend 
the rules to permit activity that the rules 
already permit, or do not present suf- 
ficient evidence to justify altering the 
current rules... .” 

Our petition had asked that specific 
indicator letters be reserved exclusively 
for use by the amateur stations of cur- 
rent or honorably discharged members of 
our armed forces on those few patriotic 
observance days, such:as Veterans Day, 
Memorial Day and Independence Day. 

Q. The FCC comments are just a 
sop. It is another case of our federal 
government's lack of attention to even 
the smallest request from the public. 

W3BE-O-GRAM: Appreciation for 
military service persons and veterans 
seems to come and go. We probably filed 
the petition at the wrong time. A similar 
petition might be worth a try sometime 
in the future. 

Q. Whether active duty, discharged, 
retired, or reserve — a veteran is 
someone who, at one point in his/her 
life, wrote a blank check made payable 


to “The United States of America,” for 


an amount of “up to, and including his 


life.’ That is honor and there are way | 


|Pacific Antenna 
PAC-12t 


Portable antenna kits, 
parts and accessories 


www.pacificantenna.com 


1196 Phillips Court 
Santa Clara, CA 95051. 
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Hamvets 


John B. Johnston, W3BE 


too many people in this country today 
who no longer understand that fact. 

W3BE-O-GRAM: Thank you and 
thanks to all of our armed forces and 
our veterans. 

Q. Your comment regarding incen- 
tive licensing was so very, very right. 
Perhaps an incentive to grant spec- 
trum-based privileges to new licensees 
may have merit, but to have taken 
away frequencies from those who had 
previously earned. them, is another 
thing altogether. I struggle to under- 
stand how an Extra Class — with no 
telegraphy skills — is entitled to work 
telegraphy in the lower 25 kHz of the 
CW bands, and yet one who previously 
earned those privileges at 13 wpm, and 
can handle close to 30 wpm is not. 

W3BE-O-GRAM: Taking away your 
frequency privileges was outrageously 
unfair. Trying to ameliorate that was my 
first priority upon becoming a member 
of the QCWA Board of Directors. I 
obtained the Board’s approval to draft 
and file a petition with the FCC calling 
for restoration to Advanced and General 
Class operators from whom privileges 
were withdrawn on 22 November 1968. 
See BE Informed No. 26 PETITION TO 
RESTORE PRIVILEGES. It likewise did 
not make the final cut at the FCC. 

On this 40th anniversary of that monu- 
mental sub-band class-based incentives 
gaffe, most of those who were victims 
of it have upgraded or are no longer with 
us. Yet the Mystic Seers of the Universe 
Inflexible Band Planners (MSUIBP) don’t 
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PSUCKMASTER 
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seem to be any closer to getting it right; 


not that they don’t keep on trying every 
couple of years. 

Q. We have members on our net 
who are very concerned about the Net 
Control using our club station call 
sign without appending /4 to the call 
sign. Can the Trustee allow different 
Net Control Stations to use the call 
sign “naked?” 

A. That is the trustee’s choice, unless 
the operator license class held by the sta- 
tion control operator (“SCO”) exceeds 
that of the station licensee, (see Section 
97.119(e)); or unless the SCO is a recent 
upgrade with a CSCE (see Section 
97.119(f)); or unless the station is trans- 
mitting under the reciprocal operating 
authority (see Section 97.119(g)). 

Section 97.119(c) says that one or more 


indicators may be included with the call 
sign. Each indicator must be separated | 


from the call sign by the slant mark (/) 
or by any suitable word that denotes the 
slant mark. If an indicator is self-assigned 


_ (as in your scenario), it must be included 


before, after, or both before and after, the 
call sign. No self-assigned indicator may 
conflict with any other indicator speci- 
fied by the FCC Rules or with any ae 
assigned to another country. 

Q. As the trustee for our club sree 
can I use that call sign at my office and 
in my car? 

A. That decision is the trustee’ s (that’ s 


you). “Use that call sign” is Hamspeak 


for taking responsibility for the station 


transmitting properly on amateur service 


spectrum. See Section 97.5(a). 

Q. When linking two local repeat- 
ers (with different call signs) to better 
facilitate emergency communications, 
is it permissible for each repeater to 
repeat the ID from the other? 


A. Yes, as long as each station 


achieves compliance with the station 


identification réquirement in Section » 


97.119(a) by transmitting its assigned 
call sign as necessary. 

In order to transmit legitimately but 
one of the call signs in both station I.D. 


announcements, one of the two station — 


licensees would have to transfer physical 
control of the station apparatus to the 
other, per Section 97.5(a). The recipient 
would have to accept accountability for 
the proper operation of both repeaters. 

W3BE-O-GRAM: Document that 
transfer. Things do go awry. Undocu- 
mented agreements are not worth the 
paper on which they are not written. 

_Q. I am working with some high 

school students on a high altitude 
balloon project. As part of the proj- 
ect the students who do not have a 
Ham license have the option of get- 
ting one. We will be doing some net 
control type stuff during the launch 
and before. To get some of the unli- 
censed students involved and maybe 
more interested in Amateur Radio, I 
came up with the idea of using MURS 
radios also because I picked up a 
large quantity cheap. When running 
the net, is it proper for the licensed 
Hams to use their own call signs and 
the unlicensed ones use tactical call 
signs on MURS frequencies? 

A. Certainly. Section 95.1305 says that 
a MURS station is not required to trans- 
mit a station identification announcement. 
So, there is no issue here. 


MURS stands for “Multi-Use Radio | 


Service.” It is one of the Citizen Band 
Radio Services. It uses five VHF chan- 
nels known as the “color dot” channels. 
Section 95.1301 states that no license will 
be issued. The rule authorizes an entity to 
operate a MURS transmitter if it is not a 
foreign government or a representative of 
a foreign government and if the transmit- 


ter operates in accordance with the rules _ 


contained in Part 95 Subpart J and is used 
in accordance with the channel use policy 
in Section 95.1309: 

(a) The channels authorized to MURS 
systems by this part are available on a 
shared basis only and will not be assigned 
for the exclusive use of any entity. 

(b) Those using MURS transmitters 
must cooperate in the selection and use 
of channels in order to reduce interfer- 
ence and make the most effective use of 
authorized facilities. Channels must be 
selected in an effort to avoid interference 
to other MURS transmissions. 

Q. The non-Ham students would 


also be making calls to the Ham-. 


students using their amateur station 


Jim Blecha, W9KRE. 


call signs, i.e., [call sign] Mobile One. I 
thought that because they were licensed 
it would be nice to do things as would 
be done on a regular 2M net rather 
then have them learn something com- 
pletely different. I didn't see anything 
in the rules, but have I missed some- 
thing somewhere? 

A. Nope, you’re good to go. Assum- 
ing that none of the communications 
will be taking place.on amateur service 
frequencies, there is no conflict as far 
as our amateur service Part 97 rules are 
concerned. Section 97.119 is concerned 
only with station identification require- 
ments for amateur stations transmitting 
on amateur service frequencies. 

Q. I am the trustee for a local club 
repeater. I was asked by a local couple 
if they are permitted to speak in their 
native Portuguese on the repeater. My 
understanding is that it is allowed so 
long as they ID every ten minutes in 


Morse Telegraph Club 


Landline Morse is alive and well! 


“Dots and Dashes” newsletter * The Ace Holman national 
telegraph office & hub « Internet Telegraphy : Railroad 
Telegraphy ° Morse Telegraph demonstrations 


Learn wore about the history of the telegraph or simply enjoy using 
American Morse Code and authentic telegraph equipment. 


Info: www.morsetelegraphclub.org 
<http:/www.morsetelegraphclub.org/> 


English. I was then informed that this 
is correct if communicating simplex, 
but not if communicating via repeater. 
My main concern is that neither I nor 
any of our control operators speak Por- 
tuguese and therefore cannot maintain 
control. Right? 

A. Right you are. The SCO of the 
repeater would have to have some way 
of determining that any communications 
being transmitted — in a language that he 
or she does not understand - is compliant 
with the transmissions authorized in Sec- 
tion 97.111 and that they do not run afoul 
of the transmissions prohibited by Section 
97.113. As for the station identification 
announcement, Section 97.119(b)(2) says 
that for any FCC-licensed amateur station 
being identified by a phone emission, it 
must be in the English language. 


Appreciation 

Our R&R SuperHam-of-the-Month is 
Jim Blecha, W9KRE, from our Colorado 
QCWA Chapter No. 58. 

Thanks, Jim, for the great convention 
in wonderful Mile High City! 

Read the rules — Heed the rules at 
www.gpoaccess.gov/ecfr/ and click: on 
[Title 47], then on [Part 97]. Also visit 
http://wireless.fcc.gov/ and click on 
[amateur]” 

Enforcement reports are at http:// 
www.fcc.gov/eb/AmateurActions/ 
welcome.html 

— BE Informed! Have a question about 
the amateur service rules? Visit http:// 
w3be.home.att.net/; and e-mail john@ 
johnston.net. 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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“dangerous,” “most wanted.” 

These are all words that 
describe operations from the elusive 
island of Desecheo, also known as KP5 
in the DX world. During the past 20 
years, there have roughly been a half 
dozen operations from this rare DXCC 
entity — many of which were small 
endeavors barely scratching the surface 
in their attempt to satisfy the grow- 
ing demand. The demand, in fact, has 
become so great that a lawsuit was filed 
a few years ago against the U.S. Fish and 


6 6 S poradic,” “questionable,” 


Wildlife Service (F& WS) in.an effort to’ 


gain entry into this little island just 14 
miles off the coast of Puerto Rico. 

Because Desecheo is declared a 
National Preserve, access must be 
granted by the U.S. Government. Thus, 
part of the reason demand has become so 
great is that during the past 15 years, it 
has been common practice for the F&WS 
to deny requests for Amateur Radio 
operations from the island. The typical 
response was that the island was too 
dangerous due to unexploded munitions 
since it was used for bombing practice 
during WWII. However, being repeat- 
edly denied only spurred the determi- 
nation of some. And that determination 
seems to have paid off. 

For several months there have been 
rumors about an authorized DXpedition 
from KP%S. At the time of this writing, no 
group or individual had yet been given 
the “green light,” however, the F&WS 
has apparently agreed to allow an opera- 
tion to take place during the September- 
December 2008 time period. 

In June, 2008 the F&WS sent letters 
to several individuals that had, over the 
years, applied for access to the island. 
The letter indicated that the F&WS 
would allow an Amateur Radio activa- 
tion from Desecheo for up to 14 days 
under strict guidelines and close super- 
vision. The letter also indicated that the 
F&WS would grant a Special Use Permit 
to only one group. The letter was dated 
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Desecheo — AKP5 
Activation by Solicitation 


Kelly Jones, NOVD 


Boat Captain with FWS personnel 
checking cove. 


30 June 2008 and all proposals had to 
be submitted by 14 August 2008. The 
final selection would be made based 
upon which proposal best satisfied the 
F&WS requirements. While the actual 
dates of operation were not certain, the 
chosen group would have a minimum of 
30 days notice. 

I had the opportunity to speak with 
Harry Flasher, AC8G, who along with 
Jay Slough. K4LZE filed a joint, appli- 
cation for a Special Use Permit. Harry 
actually operated from KP%5 in the late 
*80s and since 1995 has sent almost 
yearly applications in hopes of return- 
ing to the island. K4ZLE had applied a 
couple of years prior before turning over 
the effort to me. 
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N@VD: Harry, a Top 10 Most Wanted 
DXCC entity is always exciting to put on 
the air. This wouldn’t be your first trip to 


| KP5, when where you there before? 


AC8G: I was there in 1989 with 
five guys. 

N@OVD: Of course, in 1989 getting 
permission to operate from the island 
was much easier than it is today. Do you 
have any idea how many applications 
were sent in to the F&WS? 

AC8G: I have heard via the rumor 
mill that between 20 and 40 letters were 
sent out to applicants going back as far 
as 1992: However, I really have no idea 
how many proposals were actually sent 
in. I know again via rumor, but with 
some certainty, of a small team, which 
would likely be four or five people, that 
has applied — and, of course, I know 
we have applied. So that’s at least two. © 
But I also have to believe a number went 
ahead and applied simply because they 
might have a chance to win due to the 
small amount of applicants. 

N@VD: Obviously there have been 
a number of requests over the years to 
operate from Desecheo. Do you know 
why the F&WS continued to reject 
the applications? 

AC8G: All of the denial letters that 


Old mail box at F& WS HQ, Puert 
Rico. 


came through stated that the island 
is closed due to safety concerns. The 
claim is that there are unexploded 
ordinances on the island, drug runners 
or the potential for illegal aliens. I can 
tell you that from my studies, however, 
Congress, somewhere along the line, set 
up parameters around who can go to the 
island. And one of the parameters says, 
I’m paraphrasing now, that the F&WS 
may restrict access to the island and may 
issue permits at their discretion. And 
when it came around to Amateur Radio, 
in the F&WS’ eyes we didn’t meet the 
requirements. However, that’s not quite 
true. There were certain groups that were 
defined, but then there was a catch-all. 
Amateur Radio should have fallen into 
the catch-all group. Because no other 
groups were going, we [Amateur Radio] 
should have been issued permits to visit 
the island. In essence, that’s what the 
whole lawsuit was about. 

N@VD: How many applications did 
you yourself submit before receiving the 
recent “request for proposal?” 

AC8G: I guess the first was in 1995. 
A year or so would go by and somebody 
would ask if I’d done anything recently 
which would remind me to apply again 
— so I’d say a half-dozen or so. Each 
time I would try a different slant. One 
time it was down to simply asking for 
a day trip and just shuttle to the island 
and operate from the beach. This way 
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we would not have the potential to be 
into the unexploded ordnances. The idea 
was that if we were to get approved, we 
might be able to negotiate the operations 
plan. But, of course, the rejections kept 
coming back with the same reply about 
safety concerns. 
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N@VD: It sounds like the F&WS 
has stuck to the same story about unex- 
ploded munitions. 

AC8G: Yes. And I even went so far 
a few years ago, maybe five or so, and 
found on the internet a listing that iden- 
tified of all of the known unexploded 
ordnances on the island. So I sort of 
capitalized on that in the application 
saying something to the effect that I 
had reviewed this listing and all of the 
locations would be sheltered that if, for 
some reason they would explode, we’d 
be sheltered. So the risk would be very, 
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very nominal. In addition, K4ZLE, 
W8GEX and I were actually working 
with our Congressman a few years ago 
to see if we could get something going. 
K4ZLE, a Naval Academy grad, had 
training in heavy artillery. Even with his 
knowledge and statement another denial 
was received. 

N@VD: It seems there are some very 
specific requests being made by the 
F&WS in order to even be considered for 
this upcoming authorized DXpedition. 
Can you elaborate on these? 

AC8G: Many of the boat captains 
simply refuse to take anybody to 
Desecheo without some type of written 
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Desecheo Island as seen from Google Map 


nore. Nar [seine | Tera | 


approval. In addition, one of the F&WS 
requirements is that a boat be “on call” 
during the entire DXpedition. I did find a 
dive-boat operator who was agreeable to 
taking us, but he did not want the respon- 
sibility of having to be “on standby” 
during the whole trip. He says “you have 
to understand that during the past two 
weeks I have not been able to make that 
run due to weather.” Given that this is a 
“cardinal rule” dictated by the F&WS, I 
needed to find a boat operator who would 
agree to these conditions. It’s all these 
little things that make satisfying the 
F&WS’ requirements a challenge. 
NOVD: Are there other requirements 
besides having a boat on standby? 
AC8G: At this point in time we 
believe we will have to attend an eight 
hours unexploded ordnance class. 
N@OVD: Is that provided by 


See page 9, 
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the F&WS? 

AC8G: [chuckle] No, we have to pay 
for it. We have to bring a contractor in 
who will give us this training. He has 
agreed, for a nice hefty fee, to make the 
presentation the day before we go. This 
threw a curve ball into the fact that you 
might have people who would be willing 
to commit for a week being able to come 
down instead of having to find people 
who will commit to the full three weeks 
[two weeks on the island plus prep & 
travel time]. When trying to find a team 
I could say “hey, come down for a week.” 
It would be just about half the cost, we 
could have more people involved, more 
enjoyment for more people, but the prob- 
lem is that you’ve got to be there the day 
before the trip to get your certification. 
Now, there’s no telling what will happen 
if the guy doesn’t show up! 

N@VD: Nothing like having to rely 
on third parties and hoping they hold up 
their end of the bargain! 

AC8G: Yeah, and here’s another curve 
ball. We are not permitted to do any dig- 
ging unless the independent ordnance 
contractor declares it’s safe. Digging 
includes pounding in a tent stake. So 
what started out, in my mind, as a DXpe- 
dition that could be done at a reasonable 
cost begins to get shot down. Bang, I get 
hit with unexploded ordnance problems, 
the training, the necessity to have the 
boat on contract for “on call” — each of 
these things has contributed to the cost. 
So now I have to ask myself, do I want to 
spend that much of the kid’s inheritance? 
Well, it’s my money... [chuckles ensue] 

N@VD: It sounds like you had a lot of 
things to get in line before the 14 August 
deadline. How much time did you actu- 
ally have? 

AC8G: The letter was dated 30 June, 
but by the time it got to me | think it 
was the day after the 4th of July. So we 
basically had 40 days to get everything 
lined up. 

N@VD: How were you able to pull 
things together for the application 
so quickly? 

AC8G: I initially wrote up a rough 
draft and started work on getting the 
many attachments needed to satisfy 
FWS. K4ZLE worked the draft into an 
excellent document and W8GEX worked 
on supporting pictures and graphics. I, 
along with N6JRL, ended up taking a 
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12 STORE BUYING POWER 
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¢ Built-in Power supply (110 or 220v) 

¢ 2 Ant ports selectable 
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ICOM/Kenwood/Yaesu tevrs_ 
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KANTRONICS 


KAM XL 


¢ DSP modem offers great performance 

on Packet 300/1200,G-tor,Pactor, Amtor,PSK-31 
¢ RTTY, Navtex, ASCII, Wefax, CW, 
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IC-R20 Wide Band Receiver 
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¢ CTCSS and DTSC decode is built in 
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Optional at Great Prices! 
Rotor Base 
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_ SAN DIEGO, CA 

= 9375 Kearny Villa Rd,, 92123 
= (858) 560-4900 

(800) 854-6046 

= Tom, KMO6K, Mgr. 
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DENVER, CO 

8400 E. Hf Ave. #9, 80231 
(803) 745-7373 

(800) 444-9476 

John, NSEHP. Mgr. 
denver@hamradio.cam 


PHOENIX, AZ 

1939 W. Dunlap Ave., 85021 
& a 242-3515 

S 00) 444-9476 

= Gary, N7GJ, Mgr. 

4 mit. east of 1-17 

phoenix@hamradio.cam 


(770) 263-0700 

(800) 44477927 

Mark, KJ4VO, Mar. 
Doraville. 1 mi. no. of 1-285 
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| WOODBRIDGE, VA 

© (Near Washington D.C.) 
14803 Build America Dr, 22191 
(703) 643-1063 

_ (800) 444-4799 

Steve, W4SHG, Mgr. 

Exit 161, 1-95, So. to US 1 
woadbridge@hamradio.com 


SALEM, NH 
(Near Boston) 
224 N. Broadway, 03079 
(603) 898-3750 
(800) 444-0047 
Chuck, N1UC, Mgr. 
sales@hamradio.com 
Exit 7, 1-93; 
© 28 mi. No. of Boston 
= salem@hamradio.com 


Staging dock at Adventures 
Tourmarine. 


trip to Puerto Rico to arrange for a boat 
and a staging location plus locate sources 
for supplies we would buy locally. I had 
in mind a location for staging but this 
was deemed unacceptable. I ended up 
finding a location that is 28 miles from 
Desecheo instead of the original planned 
14. At the new location, we have a stag- 
ing room across the street from the boat 
dock, and just 2/10th of km away is a 
hotel that will accommodate everyone 
during time in staging area. 

NOVD: What kind of equipment 
would you take? 

AC8G: We will have to go down and 
buy much of what we need. My main 
concern, besides the boat, was genera- 
tors. I was afraid that I’d really have to 
dig to find a place that sold them. How- 
ever, we actually found several Pep Boys 
locations that had the same generators 
that are sold here in the States — and for 
the same price! 

NOVD: How many stations are you 
proposing to have on the air? 

AC8G: The plan right now is for six 
full time stations. 
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N@VD: For the full two weeks? 
AC8G: Yup. With 15 team members, 
which is the maximum number of people 
allowed on the island at any given time. 
The plan is to operate 10-160, the WARC 
bands, SSB, CW, RTTY or whatever the 
guys want to operate. 

N@VD: Given the state of the airlines 
these days, what is the plan to get that 
amount of gear to the island? 

AC8G: Shell out a bunch of money. 
[laughs] Actually, because Puerto Rico 
is part of the U.S. Postal service, the 
parcel post rate — although expensive — 
makes it fairly feasible to get equipment 
to the island. A Pelican case carrying a 
Pro III and a power supply weighs in at 
53 lbs — a big problem with the airline, 
because that’s an overcharge. We can 
ship it parcel post for about $80. If guys 
were to take it as a 3rd or 4th piece of 
checked luggage it could easily be $100. 
The only problem with parcel post is 
timing. We have to ship the equipment 
ahead of time and hope that it arrives in 
time for the trip. 

N@OVD: Finally, what are your proposed 
operation dates for this DXpedition? 

AC8G: The proposal was that we’d 


The revolutionary new TEN-TEC 
antenna hanger. Unbreakable. 

Not affected by UV. Ladder line 
or coax fed antennas. $9.95! 

www.tentec.com (800) 833-7373 
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prefer mid-late November to get as far 
away from the hurricane season as pos- 
sible. And that’s really true now given all 
of the recent storms. I also applied for the 
call KS5D for this time period. However, 
we said we would accept any date tha 
the F&WS would set.” 

While talking to Harry, it was appar- 
ent that he’s simply happy that the F&WS 
has opened the door for a DXpedition to 
Desecheo. This provides the opportunity 
to put this DXCC entity on the air with- 
out controversy and in your logs on many 
bands. If his group isn’t chosen, he’s 
OK with that. However, if his proposal 
is the winner, be looking for K5D to hit 
the airwaves shortly after this issue hits 
your mailbox! 

— That’s it for this month’s column. I 
look forward to hearing your comments, 
complaints or whatever is on your mind. 
A special thanks to Harry Flasher, 
ACS8G, for taking the time to share his 
experiences around putting KP5 on the 
air. If you have any DX information 
you would like announced, please send 
the information at least two months in 
advance to nOvd@dxcentral.com. Until 
next time, see you in pileups! — NOVD 
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CALL _MANAGER 


3DA@BL = RW6HS 
3G1F EASKB 
3G47TA CE4TA 
4J4KM RW6HS 
4K2BY RW6HS 
4K20X RW6HS 
4K6AZ RW6HS 
4K6CM RW6HS 
ALIFP RW6HS- 
~ ALIQX RW6HS 
4LIRK RW6HS 
4L1UN. ——- RW6HS 
4L4KA RW6HS 
4L6FU RW6HS 
4L6QL RW6HS 
4L6QQ RW6HS 
4L7GA RW6HS 
-AUIWB KK4HD 
4Z5BZ RW6HS 
4Z5FL RW6HS 
4Z5FW RW6HS 
5D@IPY IBYKN 
SH4BL IV3RTL 
5P3WW ~~ DLIYAW 
SR8FL G3SWH 
S5R8FU SMS5DJZ 
5W@HH JMILIS 
5WOMI JA3RAF 
6LGOX HLONHQ 
7S6PN SK6DW 
- 8NOVF JAGCGI 
9A35RKP 9A7P 
9A5LO OK1LO 
9HIED RW6HS 
9H3KS IZ4AKS 
9K2SS KB2MS 
9LIBTB = SP7BTB 
9M6XRO M@URX 
A41IMX EB7DX 
A43LH A47RS 
AT7ICT EA7FTR 
ATICV A71AN 
A92C A92GR 
AMITDH EAICOW 
AOSFI EASURV 
AT25RG VU2NRO 
AY@DX LU3DR 
C4EURO 5B4AHO 
C6ARM K3TRM 
CEITT- EASKB 
CE2EZE RW6HS 
 CE47TA CE4TA © 
CG3LPL - VE3LPL 
CN2LT FSTMJ 
CN8IG EA7FTR 
CN8VO EA7FTR 
CO2IZ EA1EAU 
CP6AA IK6SNR 
CQ5N CT6ARL 
CQ8E CT2GZB 


CQ9SBODL CT3DL 
CS35@@F CS3MAD 


CT3FF RW6HS 
CV1IAA CX1AA 
CWIT CX1TA | 
CX7CO KASTUF 
D2NX JH7FQK 


D4C —CTIESV (a) 
DAC IZADPV (b) 
DA2@@8LH DJ2HD 


DU3NXE  W3HNK 
E74DX K2PF 
EE8AY EA8NQ 
EG2FSB EA2RKW 


CALL MANAGER 


EGSFUV —-EASFL 
EK6QDZ  RW6HS 
EK6Q@LX  RW6HS 
EK6DZ RW6HS 
EK6LP = IK2DUW 
EK6LX RW6HS 
EK6QSB _RW6HS 
EK6TA — DJ@MCZ 
EP3PK = IK2DUW 
ER20G RW6HS 
ERSAL RW6HS 
ERSGB = W3HNK 
EX2F RW6HS 
EX7ML RW6HS 
EX8NC RW6HS 
EX8NK__ RW6HS 
EX8NP RW6HS 
EX8NR RW6HS 
EX8NV RW6HS 
EX8NX RW6HS 
EX8VAB _ RW6HS 
EX8VI RW6HS 
EX8VZ RW6HS 
EY8VV RW6HS 
EZ14V RW6HS 
EZ25V RW6HS 
EZSAR RW6HS 
EZ6@V RW6HS 
EZ6DB RW6HS 
EZ6DK RW6HS 
EZ6DM RW6HS 
EZ7AD RW6HS 
EZ7AI RW6HS 
EZ7AL RW6HS 
EZ7AV RW6HS 
EZ7AW RW6HS 
EZ7V RW6HS 
EZ8AI RW6HS 
FP5EK RW6HS 
G6PZ GM4FDM 
GB@HL  _G4ARN 
GBOREL GI@PGC 
GBOSH MWQIJZE 
GB2ELH MMS5PSL 
GB2FCL § M3ZYZ 
GB2LBN GM4UYZ 
GB2LS  MMIBHO 
GB2LT § GM@JHF 
GB2TER  -M3ZYZ 
GM@SDV —_ RW6HS 
GM@WRR RW6HS 
GM6UW/p M@BLF 
GS8R  GM@WED 
GT4IOM GD4WBY 
H81L HPIRCP 
HA8Q@LP HA@LP 
HA8@@MO_ HAG@MO 
HA8Q@NAR 
HAQNAR 
HA8@7PL.—- HAT7PL 
HBI@DX HB9AGH 
HB9LH —_HB9DLO 
HI9CF DL4NCF 
HKINK EASKB 
HKIX EA7FTR 
HK6DOS —_ EASKB 
HLI4ARDF HL2CFY 
HZ1AN DJ9ZB 
HZISK —-IZ8CLM 
_ IA@IPY IDYKN 
IISIPY I8ACB 
II8LPC IZ8IQO 
IOIDCI _—sIKIGPG 
IQ3WW _—«IK30GN 


CALL MANAGER 


IROIPY  IZOHTW 
J470CF SV7FSK 
J48YA HALYA 
JL8GFB RW6HS 
JTIFDD RW6HS 
JY4NE K3IRV 
TYSCC JY4CI 
K4J K4LRA 
K8E N8MR 
KH6MB AI4U 
KP2B EA7FTR 
KP3EM RW6HS 
LASEARL LA4A 
LUIECZ EASKB 
LY2ER RW6HS 
LU3DX EASKB 
LZ@8IPY  LZ3SM 
LZ130) LZ2JB 
OA4TT N6XQ 
ODSEH RW6HS 
OD5NO RW6HS 
ODSSE RW6HS 
OH@IWL = DLSFF 
OHIAV/p OHIBOI 
OX3XR OZ3PZ 
OY4TN M@URX 
OZ@MF  DHILAO 
OZ7VEA  DL7VEA 
P29VW N6JW 
PA2@@8TS PA3CPI 
PA6GDR  PA2CNR 
PAGLH PA@XAW 
PA6SB PA2CNR 
PA6SCH PALJOS 
PAGURK PA3GNE 
PB20HD PAIWLB 
PI4VPO —- PA2CNR 
PJ2LS/LH PDIDRE 
PX2T: PY2DN 
PY2VA I8LWL 
R@/UTIEO RWG6HS 
RIFIC RW6HS 
RIFIT UA4RC 
R3Q@SM —_ RV3LZ 
R65BO UA3YY 
RAIWL RW6HS 
RAIWP RW6HS 
RA6QA RW6HS 
RAGQAS, RW6HS 
RA6QD RW6HS 
RA@BU/A RW6HS 
RA@BY RW6HS 
RA@CAH  RW6HS 
RA@FAC RW6HS 
RK3DNY  RWG6HS 
RK6QWA —_RW6HS 
RK9AXX — _RW6HS 
RN4CA RW6HS 
RU@LX/mm RW6HS 
RV9AZ RW6HS 
RV@AM RW6HS 
RX3DK RW6HS 
RX3DQN — RW6HS 
RX6LMQ/@ RW6HS 
RX9CEV. _- RW6HS 
RZICWC/p RNICW 
RZ6LL/O RWG6HS 
RZ9AWN ——- RW6HS 
RZ9DX/@  RW6HS 
SS@IPY S51RU 
SD3N SM3NXS 
SG3U SM3CXS 
SN@AXL  SQ2BXI 
SN2NP SP2BIK 


CALL MANAGER CALL MANAGER CALL MANAGER 
SOIEKO DLIEKO UK8IWT RW6HS UN8BG RW6HS 
SV@JD/8 .. DL6NBA UK8LBB RW6HS UN8BR RW6HS 
- SVO@XAN/S IK2WZD UK8LBZ RW6HS UN8BW RW6HS 
T88TX JI2TXU UK8LBX RW6HS UN8CK RW6HS 
TAIAZ RW6HS UK8LC RW6HS UN8LA RW6HS 
TAIZK HB9DUR UK8LWA RW6HS UN8LWZ RW6HS 
TCLYLH TAIHZ UK80AU RW6HS UNSL — LZIYE 
TFIURA TF3GB UK8QL RW6HS UN9LV RW6HS 
TJ3SL F5PSA UK8QQ RW6HS UO@L RW6HS 
TM@LHG PA@HEL UK8VA RW6HS UOS@F RW6HS 
TR8CA F6CBC UK8ZAB RW6HS UO2@@@T RW6HS 
TT8FC EA4AHK UK8ZAG RW6HS UO2@G@OTFN 
TY5ZR IK2IQD UK8ZAH RW6HS RW6HS 
UA@AZ W3HNK UK8ZAV RW6HS UO2@@G@TO RW6HS 
UA@SBQ UA@SJ UK8ZC RW6HS UO2@@O@TS RW6HS 
UA@BC RW6HS UK8ZD RW6HS UO2@@OTX RW6HS 
UA@BCU RW6HS UK8ZK RW6HS UPISAT RW6HS 
UA@BD RW6HS UK8ZL RW6HS UP2SAT RW6HS 
UA3QIJC/VR2 UK8ZR RW6HS UP6@CAD RW6HS 
RW6HS UK8ZU RW6HS ~ UP6@CC RW6HS 
UA6QE RW6HS UK8ZX RW6HS UP6@CD RW6HS 
UA6QL RW6HS UK9BB RW6HS UP6@CH RW6HS 
UA6QR RW6HS UM8AWP RW6HS UP6@CI RW6HS 
UA6WIL RW6HS UMB8IG RW6HS UP6GCI RW6HS 
UEICFZ RX1ICQ’ UN@GN RW6HS UP6GCM RW6HS 
UE6GSK RW6HS UNIO RW6HS UP6@CN RW6HS 
UE6MAC RZ6MF UN20 RW6HS UP6@CS RW6HS 
UE9AEA RW6HS UN3M EA7FTR UP6@M RW6HS 
UK7AV RW6HS UNSJ W3HNK UP6GMV RW6HS 
UK7AW RW6HS UNSJ RW6HS UP7GN RW6HS 
UK8ABT RW6HS UN6PD RW6HS UP9L RW6HS 
UK8AIE RW6HS UN7AD RW6HS V51XG DL8AL 
UK8BEG RW6HS UN7AO RW6HS VESLGT VESMC 
UK8BEP RW6HS UN7BL RW6HS VK4SJP RW6HS 
UK8BN RW6HS UN7BU RW6HS VK9CJW ISJHW 
UK8BQ RW6HS UN7DA RW6HS VPONH KE4MMA 
UK8BWO RW6HS UN7EED RW6HS VR2EH RW6HS 
UK8CAD RW6HS UN7GDL RW6HS WIT WI1GLO 
UK8CCD RW6HS UN7GDV RW6HS W2T N200 
UK8CK RW6HS UN7GHG RW6HS W5P WCS5SC 
UK8CWA RWO6HS UN7GKR RW6HS XR47TA CE4TA 
UK8DAN RW6HS UN7GN RW6HS XR7F CE6AMN 
UK8FC RW6HS UN7GZ RW6HS XWIB E21EIC 
UK8FCN RW6HS UN7IG RW6HS YBIALL W2FB 
UK8GA RW6HS UN7MM RW6HS YBIGJS NIS5DX 
UK8GBO RW6HS UN7MN RW6HS YV1IFM IT9DAA 
UK8GDW RW6HS UN7MV RW6HS YVS5ANF EA7FTR 
UK8GC RW6HS UN7PX RW6HS Y VSDEH RW6HS 
UK8GI RW6HS UN7QBQ RW6HS YVSDTJ IT9DAA 
UK8GK RW6HS UN7QN RW6HS YV5MSG IT9IDAA 
UK8GKW RW6HS UN7RAN RW6HS Y V5SSB IT9DAA 
UK8IAB RW6HS UN7RBX RW6HS ZD8LP VP8LP 
UK8IAO RW6HS UN7RK RW6HS ZD8N G3ZVW 
UKS8ICP RW6HS UN7RM RW6HS ZD8RH G4DBW 
UK8ICQ RW6HS UN7RT RW6HS ZL4A ZL4AA 
UK8IG RW6HS UN7SK RW6HS ZL6LH ZLIVK 
UK8IT RW6HS UN7TO RW6HS , ZP6CW ZP6CU 
UK8IWK RW6HS UN7TX RW6HS (a) bureau (b) direct 
QSL MANAGER ADDRESSES 
OVIFI1 S.A.R.T.S., Robinson Road, P.O. Box 2728, Singapore 904728, 
Singapore 
GM@®WED Edmund Holt, Ashwell, St Ola, Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1SX, Scot- 
land, UK 
I5JHW Giovanni Bini, Via Garibaldi 38/B, 51031 Agliana - PT, Italy 
JA3RAF — Junichi Murawaki, 3-21-6 Miyashita Nishi-ku, Kobe 651-2146, Japan 
JMILJS Hideyuki Kai, 4-22-15 Takata-Higashi, Kohoku-Ku Yokohama-City, 
223-0065, Japan 
VP8LP Bob McLeod, 75 Davis Street, Stanley, Falkland Islands, British 
South Atlantic 
W1GLO Cape Ann Amateur Radio Association, 6 Stanwood Street, 
Gloucester, MA 01930, USA 
W3HEM MHEMARC, PO. Box 1693 MS 4015, Baltimore, MD 21203, USA 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 


What Does Your Web Page 


Say About Your Club? 


hen I have spare time I like to 

wander through the Internet 

looking for familiar names, 
places or even concepts (like “emergency 
radio’). Today I found a great website 
of an Amateur Radio club. Jt was well- 
written and organized such that I spent a 
lot of time reading and taking notes for 
future columns. One of the pages featured 
the Amateur Radio operator’s Code of 
Conduct, dating from 1928 and credited 
to Paul Segal, W9EEA. It’s a great blue- 
print for what each of us should keep in 
mind as Amateur Radio operators. I was 
thinking that I need to let others know 
about this website when I hit one of the 
last buttons on the site and found a lengthy 
diatribe about a perceived injustice done 
to the club and the site’s author by a 
neighboring group of operators.. 

I had just read the Code of Conduct 
about being considerate and “never know- 
ingly” operating in such a way to “lessen 
the pleasure of others” and now was read- 
ing some pretty disturbing accusations. 

One could argue the merit of venting 
and presenting “our side” of a dispute on 
the Internet and perhaps exposing fraud 
or dishonesty or even warning someone 
about a situation that poses danger or 
threat to others. But here’s the rub. This 
is a “club” web page that states one of its 
purposes is to encourage others to give 
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Jerry Wellman, W7SAR 


Ham Radio a try and discover all of the 
friendships and fun a person can have 
once they obtain a radio license. There is a 
page detailing local repeaters and proper 
operating practice. A schedule lists all of 


the upcoming events and invites inter- | 


ested persons to attend. If a local school 
or other group is interested in how Ham 
Radio can assist in an emergency, a phone 


number is listed so a presentation can be _ 


arranged. But then there is the page that 
tells what awful things have happened 
at the hands of a group of operators who 
have practiced greed and dishonesty by 
not including the locals in a gathering four 
years prior. Each “wrong” is carefully 
detailed as to time of occurrence and 
recounting the filing of official protests 
to various individuals. The report lists, 
in depth, reports given to ARRL offi- 
cials, many of them no longer in ARRL 
leadership positions. And then, I love the 
statement: “Few know the real facts!” 
And then the author proceeds to offer the 
facts as he/she perceives them to be. 
The author claims that the events have 
all but destroyed the local club. Wait. 
Here’s the Web site showing the group 
is still going strong with many activities 
ongoing. What’s wrong with this picture? 
Certainly something happened that left 


someone offended. After this long (four 


years) the circumstances surrounding the 


events are no longer relevant or important, 


yet here on a Web page the dispute (from 
one side) lives on. 


We are funny people. We love to carry 


baggage and then share it with anyone that 
is unfortunate enough to cross our path. A 
friend.called me a few weeks ago. He is 


unsettled about some local ARES activity 


he thinks is not good for Amateur Radio. 


With a little prodding, the actual story is - 


that his ideas were rejected and he feels 
hurt. Instead of pitching in and helping or 
offering ways to make things work better, 


he’s feeling rejected and wants to strike 


out and inflict hurt. 


As with the Web page I happened — 


upon, the “high road” would simply be to 
“move on” and help where you can and 
not rehash events that, in reality, matter 


very little. Are they trying to make things . 


better by detailing events that are history? 
If they hurt someone in retaliation, will 
that make things better? What would a 
potential club (or ARES) member find 
in these examples? Would they be eager 


to join or cautious because experienced. 


members seem to hold grudges ,and offer 

lots of complaints and criticism? _ 
How might we turn these examples 

around? My first reaction would be a 


“how to avoid” these problems sum- 


mary. What if the Web page listed all 
the problems ‘and then offered solutions 
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in some way mend fences and create a 


better working relationship. My recent 


caller might have enlisted my help with 


a local effort the current ARES group 


is undertaking and then suggest my 
help with his pet project. In these cases 
my mind’s eye views both of these indi- 
viduals sitting in a straight-backed chair, 
stern expression, arms folded with a look 
of defiance giving the message: “I’ll 


__ show you! I’ll sit here and be upset until 


you come around to my way of think- 
ing.” And the room is empty and no one 
is listening, and the author is just sitting 
and waiting for some satisfaction that 
will never come, leaving the individuals 
grumpy and bitter. 

So here’s my take on Amateur Radio. 


_ If we want to be taken seriously and per- 


ceived as a valued player in emergency 
response and preparedness, we must stop 
the infighting and airing of our personal 
“hurts” in public. Sure, we’re going to get 


bumped along the road of life. Expect 


it. Get over it. Make it better. Most of 


all do no harm. I love it when you write 
and tell me I’m full of you-know-what. 
It means you and I can disagree and still 


‘move forward. I’ve learned (through sad 


experience) it takes someone with great 
insight and personal integrity to mend 


fences rather than just sit and complain 


that the fence is down and then watch the 
animals escape. 

I’ve written the author of the Web site 
and suggested he might be a better ambas- 
sador for Amateur Radio if his ‘ ‘personal 
hurt” page went away. For those of you 


who will suffer personal hurts in life (such 
as all of us), here’s an idea: An old editor 
once suggested that when I’m personally 


‘offended I sit and write it all down. Then 


I write how I might have handled things 
differently and avoided the hurt. When 
I’ve written it all down and then re-read 
it for grammar and spelling, I should tear 
it up and move on. I’ve benefited greatly 
when I’ve followed his sage advice. 


What's in your bag? 

My grab-and-go bag was feeling 
heavy last week. This is my main gear 
bag — the one I carry to and from work 
that makes me feel somewhat ready for 
the next emergency. (It’s the one I forgot 
to grab when | went outside to watch the 
famous SLC tornado in 1999.) On a lazy 
Sunday afternoon I dumped the contents 
and discovered some real Treasures. 
That’s where that earphone went after 
the parade! There’s that spare battery 
pack I was looking for last month! Seven 
pencils? But what happened to the little 
note book that was supposed to be there? 
Ten rolls of quarters? They’re heavy and 
I only need two rolls. 

Get the idea? What’s in your grab-and- 
go bag? What’s in your car? If you’re a 
pack-rat like me, there is a tendency to 
gather gear over time and then forget 
what’s there. For me the challenge is that I 
know I have it, it’s just finding it. Another 
challenge J have is the increasing amount 
of data needed for various events. In the 
past I’ve, carried information on cards 
in a small binder. Keeping the material 
current and organized is taking more 
and more time. I’ve decided that one 


rr 


on how things might work better. The : 
author might even extend an olive branch 
and volunteer to help or meet with or 


of the small palm-sized computers was 
needed. With the price of memory cards 
dropping, I can carry a lot of material 
on a gigabyte card and use a Dell Axim 
X50 to my advantage. It’s not the latest in 
small computers yet it solves my need to 
have material available. I’ve been testing 
an extended-capacity battery and can get 
several days of use while reading docu- 
ments in .pdf format as well as spread- 
sheets and other document formats. 

Several of my radios have 500-plus 
channels (or talk groups). I’m finding 
it impossible to carry enough index 
cards to help me find the correct radio 
configuration. My solution is to put 
the data into a spreadsheet (or several 
spreadsheets) and name them by radio. 
It is easy to update and keep current. I 
can also have available the Department 
of Transportation’s hazardous material 
guide (there is a 2008 version that works 
GREAT on the tiny personal computer). 
Several modifications are available in 
.pdf format and these too work great on 
the small format computer. 

Between cleaning out my radio bag and 
organizing my data, I’m feeling more and 
more prepared and having a little more 
spare time to have fun. 

Until next month, be polite, get orga- 
nized and have fun. Best wishes from 
Salt Lake City! 

— Jerry Wellman, W7SAR, can be 
reached by sending mail to: P.O. Box 
11445, Salt Lake City, UT 84147; or Dy 
sending e-mail to: jw@desnews.com fay 
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FM, VHF, & REPEATERS 


The Road to an 


All Digital Ham Radio - Part 1 


digitalization of our hobby because 

I am a fan of the old days. Yes I have 
a Yaesu FT-847 HF through VHF/UHF 
radio, but I also enjoy Morse using a vin- 
tage Heath DX-40 and National NC-88 
(and still looking for a matching VF-1 
VFO, being unwilling to get into an eBay 
bidding war with “collectors” who are 
willing to pay 20 to 50 times what one is 
worth so that he or she can have it sitting 
wrapped in plastic on a shelf). 

‘I'm also trying to recreate my old 
Tech station if I can ever find a Heath 
AT-1 transmitter cabinet, a Heath AR-2 
receiver and an L&W 6-meter.converter 
that outputs in the 40-Meter band. That’s 
because my true Ham Radio love is the 
“Magic Band” and mode I started on: 
AM. I can still hear in my mind the great 
audio from radios such as the Gonset 
G-50; the Lettine 252 and the Clegg 
99'er. Audio that sounded almost as good 
as did WINS or WMCA on our 5-tube 
1950’s Emerson AM table radio. 

Working in the technical end of 
broadcasting, I am keenly aware that 
“digital” is replacing “analog” in almost 
every aspect of life. And while I, for 
my own — possibly selfish reasons — 
would love to turn back the hands (and 
sands) of time — back to a kinder and 
gentler “Ham Radio” — I realize that 
the days of all Ham Radio “emergency 
communications” and other “utility” 
communications using today’s analog 
technology — are numbered. 

The time is quickly coming when 
those we serve, be it government or pri- 
vate sector relief agencies, will no longer 
accept messages written on torn paper 
bags or some eclectic “form” dreamed up 
by the Ham community. Rather, it will 
be demanded that we as the carriers of 
the information — provide the receiv- 


| a split point of view about the 
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Bill Pasternak, WA6ITF 


ing person receiving a message with an 
exact “image” of what the originator sent 
and that it be transmitted using the most 
secure form of encryption that exists. If 
we cannot, or are unwilling to, provide 
this level of service we will be swept 
aside in favor of those who will. At 
least this will happen in the emergency 
communications sector of Ham Radio, 
so converting to 100% digital with the 
utmost of speed is a necessity. 

With this scenario, the question can 
rightly be asked if the rest of Ham Radio 
will be affected by this shift. The laws 
of physics have proven that digital and 
analog cannot co-exist without interfer- 
ence in the same spectrum. Thatis the 
main reason the FCC temporarily gave 
extra channels to TV stations to begin 
their digital transition. 

There is no way a stations’ analog and 
digital signals could co-exist in the same 
spectrum. This is proven in broadcast 
radio, where the IBOC system is making 
it all but impossible for folks in fringe 
reception areas to hear the kind of radio 
they want to listen to due to the digital 
hash generated by IBOC. IBOC may be 
great if you live within a station’s “A” 
contour — but if you live in the suburbs, 
you long ago stopped trying to listen 
to AM after dusk. Digital and analog 
cannot be close relatives but, sadly the 
FCC sees only $$$$ and ignores technol- 
ogy and really ignores what the public 
really wants or needs. 

But the fact remains that digital Ham 
Radio is a lot closer than many of us think. 
Because of the impact it will have on Ham 
Radio emergency communications, it is a 
likely conclusion that all other aspects of 
the hobby/service will follow. 

_ Two decades from now, the only “illu- 
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sion” of analog Ham Radio will be that 
created by an individual operator in his/ — 
her personal virtual graphical user inter- 
face to the hobby. In the simplest form, it 
might be one that permits the operator to 
appear to manually key his/her transmit- 
ter in Morse when in reality that Ham 
will be transmitting a bit stream that 
emulates interrupted carrier Morse. The 
operator may have the “visualization” of 
a legacy mode but the “actuality” will be 
digital. (To be continued) 


Is it Time for 
Another BOM? 


BOM? Oh, that means Big Old Meet- 
ing. Maybe it is time for another one. 

As longtime readers know, in October 
of 1995 most members of the nation’s 
volunteer repeater coordination com- 
munity, along with the ARRL, the FCC, 
several then-emerging special interest 
groups (Packet and Fast Scan ATV) 
traveled to St. Charles, MO. 
_ A lot was accomplished that week- 
end. In this writer’s opinion one of » 
the most important was the being the 
beginning of a real dialog between the 
coordination community, the FCC and 
the ARRL. This led to the creation of 
the National Frequency Coordinators 
Council (http://www.arrl.org/nfcc/) 
which is an organization comprised of 


and representing the recognized Ama- 


teur Radio frequency coordinators of 
the United States and its possessions. 
The other big accomplishment was 


one that eventually proved to be far 


more important than the formation of 
the NFCC. That being the trust now 
far more apparent in the coordina- 
tion process that has developed in the 
overall national Ham community fol-_ 
lowing some rather detailed articles 
that appeared in here in WorldRadio, 
as well as in CQ-VHF and the now 
departed 73 magazine. There was also 
the widely distributed video shot by 
Henry Ruh, KB9FO, (now AAIXW) 
that chronicled the entire two days. 
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Fast forward 13+ years. Today, the 
coordination community is working 
on ways to accommodate narrowband 
digital modes. Not just D-Star, but 
other methods of digital voice and com- 
bined voice/data communication that 
have similar emissions characteristics. 
Several plans have been provisionally 
adopted. However, the problem is that 
no two plans are alike. As was the case 
back in the late 1960s, this in itself is 
leading to some fair amount of ridicule 
aimed at coordinators from within the 
general Ham Radio community. 

To this writer, it seems that the needs, 
wants and desires of the general Ham 
Radio populace is to have a single, uni- 
fied national plan that every repeater 
— analog or digital — can adhere to. A 
plan to work with today's predominantly 
analog FM world, while making way for 
any form of digital voice or combo voice 
and data circuits that we might develop 
and introduce in the coming years. 

Coordinators: You have done it before. 
You proved in St. Charles, Missouri, that 
you could work in unison and under the 
eye of public scrutiny to solve problems 
placed before you. In doing so, you made 
Ham Radio history. Something to be 
very proud of. 

Now, the entire paradigm of Ham 
Radio utility communications on 50 
MHz and the bands above is beginning 
its shift away from analog and over to 
the world of digital. While analog FM 
will be with us for years to come, as we 
progress in time there is going to be more 
and more of a demand placed on the col- 
lective coordination community by those 
wanting to convert to digital voice and 
those wanting to introduce it to a given 
geographic area. But the good thing is 
that there is still time to come up with a 
plan that makes it easy for “Joe Digital 
Ham ’’ to drive coast to coast and border 
to border and never have to stop to repro- 
gram the radio because the bandplan has 
radically shifted at a state border. 

Coordinators, you are being handed 
the chance of a lifetime to do some sig- 
nificant good for all. As one who was 
there in St. Charles I can tell you that 
a lot of the misunderstanding of one 
another’s motives disappears quickly 
once folks are in the same room, face to 
face, exchanging ideas. 

St. Charles was the turning point 
where, after years of mistrust, the 
nation’s Ham community came to realize 


that coordinators were real people. That 
they were like themselves but dedicating 
their time and money to insure domestic 
tranquility on the VHF/UHF repeater 
subbands. Based on the success of the 
first, maybe another BOM to discuss the 
coming Ham Radio digital revolution 
might not be a bad idea. 
Your thoughts? 


Brooklyn Ramblings: 
Jommie Rose, WA2MSX 
— Part 3 


After my mom died in September 
1960, my home-life quickly became a 
living nightmare. My father became 
a recluse and demanded that that my 
brother and I do likewise. I rebelled and 
the fights between us were so common 
as to become the talk of West 8 Street. 
One evening after another of those silent 
dinners, the battle began again. 

Earlier that day I had quit college 
because I realized that I just wanted to 
get a job so I could get out of the living 
situation I was then in. Then there was 
the matter of the gal I was dating. She 
was Protestant and my dad could not 
fathom his son with someone not of his 
faith. He started pounding his fist on the 
table and screaming that I had give her 
up and go back to school, or else. I told 
him to butt out of my personal life. 

The short version: He was physically 
strong while I was the proverbial 100- 
pound weakling. So it was that a few 
minutes later I found myself going head 
over heels down the 29-step staircase 
that led to our upstairs flat. 

By some miracle nothing was broken. 
I picked myself up, walked to my car, 
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drove off and spent a cold night curled 
up in its back seat. It took a few days for 
me to get some semblance of order into 
my life. I needed a place to stay. I bedded 
down in a sleeping blanket in the living 
room of WA2INM’s parents house on 
East 18th Street. That arrangement lasted 
long enough for me to get a job fixing TV 
sets fora company RuPat TV Service. As 
soon as I got my first paycheck I rented 
a basement apartment on 84th Street 
between 16th and 17th Avenues. 

It was about a week after the incident 
that I finally made it back to Jommie’s. 
When I walked in, he congratulated me 
on “...becoming a man...and standing 
on my own two feet.” He first learned 
of my hasty departure from home when 
Dad came into his place like a raving 
loony and demanded that Jommie tell 
him where I was. He had to call the 
NYPD to get Dad to depart. 

No matter, I had the blessings of the 
person whom I looked up to, a little man 
who walked taller than a Marine on 
review. A human being who had accepted 
me for what I was and helped to make me 
the adult I would one day became, my first 
true mentor and my friend for many years 
— Saul James Roenthal, WA2MSX, aka 
“Jommie Rose.” 

Epilogue: I stayed in touch with 
Jommie as best I could over the ensu- 
ing years. In the mid 1960s, as his 
health deteriorated, he sold his home in 
Brownsville and moved in with relatives 
in the Rockaways. I lost contact with 
Jommie before I was aware of the impor- 
tant role he had played in my early life. 

It is my understanding that he became 
a Silent Key sometime in the latter 
1970s. I only wish he were around today 
to read this tribute. Sometimes we wait 
too long to say “thank you.” If by some 
miracle he has a way to know what is in 
my heart, I add: “Thank you from the 
bottom of my heart, Jommie. You started 
me on the road to becoming the person 
that I am today.” 

A Happy Thanksgiving, a Merry 
Christmas, a Happy Hanukkah and a 
wonderful New Year to you all. See you 
again in January 2009. 

de Bill Pasternak, WA6ITF 

— Bill Pasternak, WAG6ITF, receives 
mail at 28197 Robin Avenue, Saugus, 
CA 91350. His 24-hour/day voice and 
fax line is 805/296-7180. He can also 
be reached by e-mail to billwa6itf@juno. 
com or wa6itf@arnewsline.org. € 
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Summer and Holiday Projects 


f ; Mo are some fun and easy hands- 
on projects I used to love to assign 
to my classes over a holiday week 

or on the summer vacation. The really easy 
ones worked well to whet the appetite and 
stimulate interest in the younger children. 
(Grades 1-4). The more difficult activities 
were used to challenge the older students. 
The Ham Radio kids at-miy school came 
to accept these exercises as a fun and 
integral part of the radio classes. I also 
used many of these activities by passing 
them along to the science teacher prior to 
my visit to another school or to a group/ 
club meeting. 

Activity I: Seeing How Sound Travels. 
Sound waves spread out as they travel, like 
water waves, so the sound gets. quieter. 
This experiment shows how a megaphone 
makes your voice sound louder. Materials 
you will need: water, a shallow pan, and 
two pencils. 1. Pour a shallow layer of 
water into the pan. Wait for it to settle. 2. 
Touch the water’s surface with your finger. 
Quickly move your finger up and down 
to make water waves that travel in every 
direction, just like sound waves through 
the air. 3. Place the pencils in the water in 
a wide, open, V formation. Make waves 
again where the pencils are close together. 
What happens to the waves now? Observa- 
tions and conclusions: The more spread out 
a sound wave is, the quieter the sound. The 
pencils in the water do not allow the sound 
waves to spread out much. In the same 
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Figure 1— Symbols 
way, the sides of a megaphone keep sound 
waves from spreading out so quickly, so 
your voice sounds louder. 

Activity II: String Sounds. Materials 
you will need: Thread, a large spoon, anda 
table or chair. Tie about 16 inches of thread 


- to the spoon, near the middle. Wrap the 


free end of the thread around a finger and 
swing the spoon so that it hits against the 
table. Listen to the sound this makes. Then 
do it again, but this time put the finger with 
the thread wrapped around it in your ear. 
Is the sound louder or quieter when you 
put your finger in your ear? 


Observations and conclusion: Sound 
travels through solids faster and often 
more clearly than through the air. Hitting 
the table makes the spoon vibrate, and it 
produces a sound. The sound waves spread 
out in air, so it sounds quiet. But sound 
waves in the thread do not spread out as 
they travel, so the sound is louder. 

Activity II: Symbols Around Your 
Home. Figure | is an inside view of a 
house that includes electrical objects and 
their names. In the box next to the name of 
each object, draw the correct symbol that 
best matches that object. Choose from the 
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_ symbols listed below. This activity would 

_ obviously be used to reinforce the lesson 
on symbols. On a separate sheet of paper 
make a list of electrical objects and their 
symbols found around your home. Find 
the meaning of the UL symbol printed on 
the tag of the iron cord. Print the symbol 
UL after each appliance in your home that 
has a UL symbol. 

These activities can be modified for 


level of difficulty to suit your particular 
age group. If you are a substitute teacher 
or instructor, a good tip is to store these 
sheets in your “bag of tricks.” Children 
are just like adults; they’ll respond best 
and learn best when you present fun and 
challenging lessons. 

— Carole Perry, WB2MGP, can 
be reached by e-mail at WB2MGP@ 
ix.netcom.com. ® 


ATTN: New Hams 


Armond Noble, N6bWR 


Each month we send every newly 
licensed Amateur Radio operator one 
issue of WorldRadio. 

_ Having been licensed for 50 years 
I may be in a position to offer a little 
advice. 

- You'll get out of Amateur Radio exactly 
what you put into it. 

Membership in your local radio club 
will pay great benefits. You'll have a 
resource for your questions (and don’t be 
afraid to ask them) everyone once started 
from zero. In time, you’ll be answering 
the questions of tomorrow’s newcomers. 

Be active. Go on Field Day. 

Participate in club activities. 

One of the very first things you should 
do is become a member of the American 
Radio Relay League. 

If it weren’t for the ARRL we wouldn’t 
have the Amateur Radio that we have 

‘today. They battled for our frequencies 
when other services wanted them. 

Recently when there was a movement 
to put the Internet on power lines (creat- 
ing massive interference to the amateur 
bands) the ARRL fought it. They repre- 
sent us in Washington DC. 

Oh, you may hear some grumpy old 
timers complain “Back in 1952 the 
ARRL took away some of my privi- 
leges.” No, that was the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. 

As a member you vote for your local 
Section Manager and your Division 
Director and Vice-Director who represent 
you at ARRL board meetings. 

The Division conventions are great 
places to learn more at the seminars and 
enjoy the camaraderie that is a great part 
of Amateur Radio. 


And you will receive OST} which could 
be called continuing education. 

Should you develop an interest in Con- 
testing or DX we can highly recommend 
the magazine CQ. 

For many, Amateur Radio isn’t just a 
hobby, it’s a way of life. 

Sadly, many miss out on what it has to 
offer and drop out. 

There many different interest fields 
within Amateur Radio. One or more can 
lead you to the enriching activities that 
make this a truly great avocation. 

But you have to search them out and 
find some assistance along the way. 

All that I could ever wish for you is that 
you find the enjoyment and make the kind 
of friends that have accrued to me in this 
wonderful activity. 


Inside Amateur — 
Radio 


From the knowledgeable 
and insightful pen of none 
other than Lenore Jensen, 
W6NAZ, comes this delightful 
collection of interviews with | 
the people who make Amateur Radio 
the engaging hobby it is. 

A montage of short stories and anecdotes, 
everything from heartwarming tales and 
hilarious situations to courageous rescues, this 
book is an absolute must for any respectable 
Ham's library. You very likely will find a story 
about someone you know! Only $9, plus $3 s/h; 
CA residents add $0.70 sales tax. 


WorldRadio BOOKS 
P.0. BOX 189490 » SACRAMENTO, CA 95818 
TO ORDER WITH CREDIT CARD, CALL 916/457-3655 
AMERICAN EXPRESS « VISA» MASTERCARD 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


Now introducing the all 
new CD-ROM from 
WorldRadio. 


Tieskened is wars sith Winwsows aust Suctassh couspusces 


Ww or aS Radio 


455, Yan af a flies © 
Everything You Forgot to Ask About HF Mobileering, 
The Little Pletol’s Guide to HF Propagation 
and 
2030 WorldRadio Archive 


The WorldRadio 
2000 CD-ROM 


This CD-ROM contains 

two out-of-print books: 

40+5 Years of HF 
Mobileering, 

The Little Pistol’'s Guide 
to HF Propagation 
plus 

Everything You Forgot to 
Ask About HF Mobileering. 

Yes, in one CD-ROM 
we've assembled one of the 
greatest collections on HF 
Mobileering and HF 
Propagation. Don Johnson, 
W6AAQ, and Robert R. 
Brown, NM7M, give you the 
insight needed to get your 
HF signal out there! 

This CD also contains the 
2000 WorldRadio Archive. 
That's right, you'll find every 
issue from 2000 — and in full 
color where possible! 


This CD is yours for only $24.95 
+ $2 s/h (CA residents add $1.93) 
To order call: 916/457-3655 or on 
the web at: http:/Awww.wr6wr.com 

or e-mail: orders@wr6wr.com 
or send check to WorldRadio at: 
2120 28th St, Sacramento, CA 95878 
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ARIZONA 


Cochise ARA (CARA). Meets 1st Mon./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., club facility on Moson 
Rd., Sierra Vista, AZ. K7RDG/R 146.76(-) 


rptr.PL162.2 4/09 


Green Vailey Amateur Radio Club. 
Meets 7:00 p.m., 2nd Wed. of the mo. @ 
SAV Building. Nets daily on 40M. Weekly 
on 2M, & 20M in the summer. Come join 
us for breakfast every Wed. 7:00 a.m. 
Contact Gene W@KAD, 214 N. Croco- 

‘dile Rock Dr., Green Valley, AZ 85614 or 
520/207-4706 or theschou@cox.net. 
12/08 


Old Pueblo Radio Club, (W7GV). P.O. 
Box 42601, Tucson, AZ 85733. Meets 2nd 
Wed./monthly, 7:15 p.m., Tucson Med. 
Ctr., Grant & Beverly St. in the AZ Bldg. 
Info: Ron, N7SPW, 520/207-3852. 4/09 


CALIFORNIA 


Amador County ARC, P.O. Box 1094, 
Pine Grove, CA 95665. Usually meets 
1st Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Jackson 
Sr. Cir., 229 NY Ranch Rd., Jackson, CA 
95642. Alternate days or locations will be 
announced by the board. Info. 146.835 

10/09 


ARC of Anderson, (ARCA). P.O. Box 
1334, Anderson, CA 96007. Meets 2nd 
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., 3644 Avtech 
Pkwy, Redding, CA 96002. Net Tues., 
7:30 p.m. on 146.640(-) pl 88.5. www.gqsi. 
net/arca. Testing every 2nd Sat., of even 
months, info: 530/244-6456. 4/09 


Catalina Amateur Rptr. Assn., P.O. Box 
425, Garden Grove, CA 92842. Meets 2nd 
Sat. (even months) 8:00 a.m. Hometown 
Buffet, corner of Knott & Lincoln Ave., 
Buena Park, CA. Rptrs: AAGDP 147.09(+), 
224.42(-) PL 110.9 on Catalina Island; 
www.cara.nu 12/08 


Contra Costa Communications Club, 
Inc., WDG6EZC/R. P.O. Box 20661, El 
Sobrante, CA 94820-0661. Meets 2nd 
Sun./monthly (except May & Dec.), 
8:00 a.m., Denny’s, El Cerrito; CA. 
145.110, 224.300, 444.275w/ PL 82.5 
Info: Victoria Thompson, KE6FSU, 
510/724-4966. 9/09 


Downey ARC, Inc., W6TOI. Meets 1st 
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m. at the First 
Baptist Church, 8348 E. 3rd St., Downey, 
CA 90240. Info. k6tv@arrl.net. Nets: Tues. 
7 p.m., 445.640(-) pl 156.7 & Thurs., 
7:30 p.m., 145.595 simplex, www. 
downeyarc.org 9/09 


East Bay ARC, Inc. Meets 2nd Fri./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Salvtn Army, 4600 Ap- 
pian Wy, El Sobrante, CA. Info: 510/233- 
7509, w6cus1@juno.com. 7/09 


El Dorado County ARC meets 4th 
Thur./monthly, 7:15 p.m. at the Federated 
Church, Thompson Way, Placerville, CA. 
Net 8 p.m. Tues. 147.825- PL 82.5 Hz. 
P.O. Box 451, Placerville, CA 95667; 
http://www.edcarc.net 2/09 


Fresno ARC meets 2nd Fri./monthly, 
7 p.m. Cedar Lanes Bowling Alley, Ce- 
dar and Shields in Fresno. Net Sunday 
7:00 p.m. on W6TO/R 146.94(-) pl 141.3 
HZ. Tech net Wed 7:00 p.m. on W6TO/R; 
www.w6to.com; w6to@arrl.net or call 
Ken, 559/323-6753. 2/09 


Golden Empire Amateur Radio So- 
ciety, WGRHC, meets 3rd Fri/monthly, 
7:00 p.m. (rag-chew 6:30 p.m.), Search & 
Rescue Building, 2591 Morrow Lane (East 
end), Chico, CA. Visitors welcome. Net 
Tue, 2000 hrs, 146.850 pl 110.9; KERSC@ 
randallstone.net 10/09 


34 WorldRadio, November 2008 


Golden Triangle ARC., P.O. Box 1335, 
Wildomar, CA 92595. Meets 4th Mon./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., Rancho Cal. Board- 
room, 42135 Winchester Rd., Temecula, 
CA. Rptr: 146.805 (-) PL 100. Info: Alan 
Cook, KG6TGF, 951/699-1556. E-mail: 
groupone@verizon.net, web: www.gtarc. 
net 2/09 


Independent Radio Club, WA6IRC 
meets 7p.m., last Friday of the month, 
Lamplighter Restaurant, 5043 Van Nuys 
Blvd., Van Nuys, CA. We are a family- 
oriented radio club whose members are 
interested in all aspects of Amateur Radio. 
Check out our weekly nets Tues. 6 p.m. 
& Thur. 8 p.m. on 445.340 (-)PL 103.5 & 
224.480 (-)PL 110.9. More info, www. 
ircradio.org or 3624 Foothill Blvd., #1, La 
Crescenta, CA 91214. 12/09 


Inland Empire ARC, P.O. Box 1433, 
Ontario, CA 91762 meets first Sat. 
monthly in the conference room at the 
Pomona First Federal Bank, 333 N. Euclid 
Ave., Ontario, CA 91761. Contact Chuck 
Sweeten AI6I, 909/623-2933; ai6i@ca.rr. 
com for information. Talk-in 145.460 PL 
77.0 4/09 


Marin ARC. Box 6423, San Rafa- 
el, CA 94903. Meets 1st Fri./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., also every Sun., 8-11 a.m., Alto 
Clubhouse, 27 Shell Rd., ‘Mill Valle, ve 
Web: w6sg.net 


Mount Diablo ARC., P.O. Box spo 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523. Meets 3rd Fri./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church, 1035 Carol Ln, Lafayette, CA. 
Net Thurs. 7:30 p.m. 147.06(+) PL 100Hz. 
License exams monthly, info: 925/288- 
1730. 12/08 


Nevada County ARC meets 2nd Mon./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., Salvation Army Bldg., 
10725 Alta St., Grass Valley, CA. Net Tues. 
7 p.m. 147.015, www.ncarc.org. For info. 
e-mail president@ncarc.org 12/08 


North Hills Radio Club meets 3rd Tue 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., North County Cor- 
poration Yard, Elkhorn Blvd & Don Julio 
Blvd. in Sacramento. Field Day, annual 
picnic, code classes, antenna builds & 
more! Contact Maynard Wright, W6PAP; 
PO. Box 417370, Sacramento, CA 95841- 
7370; 916/726-1673; k6is@arrl.net; www. 
k6is.org. 7/09 


Oakland Radio Communication As- 
sociation (ORCA) meets first Sat/monthly 
(no meeting July - weekend after Labor 
Day Sept.); Oakland Fire Station #1 OES 
Media Room (17th & MLK); weekly net 
Thurs. 7:30 p.m. 146.880 + 77. Talk-in 
on same frequency. P.O. Box 21305, 
Oakland, CA 94620-1305, wb6ner@arrl. 
net; www.ww6or.com 9/09 


Orange County ARC meets 3rd Fri./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., Orange County Red 
Cross, 601 N. Golden Cir., Santa Ana, CA. 
Talk-in 146.550 (S). Contact Ken Konechy, 
W6HHC, 714/744-0217; www.w6ze.org 

6/09 


PAARA, Palo Alto ARA meets first Fri. 
at 7:00 p.m. monthly, Menlo Park Rec. 
Ctr., 700 Alma St., Menlo Park. Radio net 
Mon. 8:30 p.m. 145.230 rptr., PL tone off. 
www.paara.org. Radio prize raffle, guests 
welcome. An active Amateur Radio club 
since 1937. 03/09 


Redwood Empire DX Assoc. meets 
2nd Wed/monthly. Social hour at 1800 
& dinner meeting at 1900, Mister Mc- 
Goo’s Restaurant, 1375 Petaluma Blvd., 
N, Petaluma, CA. Contact Fred Leoni, 
N6YEU; 707/431-8202. 3/09 


Rio Hondo ARC, P.O. Box 1781, Whit- 
tier, CA 90609, meets 2nd Mon/monthly, 
7:00 p.m., Parnell Community Center, 
15390 Lambert Rd. @ Scott Ave., Whittier. 
Net Wed., 8:00 p.m., 146.175 (+) PL100. 
Contact Vi Barrett, W6CBA, 562/947- 
1356; w6cba@juno.com 5/09 


di Your Local RADIO CLUB 


River City A.R.C.S. Meets ist Tues./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., N. County Corp. Yard 
Facility, 5020 Don Julio at Elkhorn, Sac- 
ramento, CA. Message Phone: 916/492- 
6115; www.n6na.org 12/09 


Sacramento ARC meets 2nd Wed./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m.. Sac. Blood Ctr., 32nd 
St. & Stockton Blvd., Sacramento, CA. 
Info net, noon on rptr. W6AK/R 146.91 (-). 
T. Preston, KQ6EO, 916/722-9358 or L. 
Ballinger, WA6EQQ, 916/ 393-4775; www. 
w6ak.org 2/09 


Sequoia Amateur Radio Group meets 
the second Saturday each month (except 
Dec) 9:30 a.m., Kern River Valley Youth 
Center, 3640 Golden Spur, Lake Isabella, 
CA. VE exams follow at 11a.m. each 
month. For more information contact 
Mike, KA6IYS, 760/378-1028, www.sarg- 
krv.org or sarg-krv@mchsi.com. —_ 5/09. 


Sierra Foothills ARC. PO. Box 1005, 
Newcastle, CA 95658. Meets 2nd Fri./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Auburn Library 
(Beecher Rm.), 350 Nevada St. Thurs. 
nets 7:30 p.m. 145.430(-) PL 162.2. Info: 
R. Kuepper, rkuepper@sbcglobal.net. 

2/09 


Sonoma CRA, Inc. W6LFJ, P.O. Box 
116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402; 707/579- 
9608. Meets 1st Wed./ monthly, 7:00 p.m., 
2050 Yulupa Ave., Santa Rosa. Net each 
Tues. 7 p.m., W6SON. Rptr. 147.315 MHz 
(+) PL88.5 www.sonomacountyradioama- 
teurs.com 9/09 


South Bay Amateur Radio Associa- 
tion. Fremont, Newark, Union City - SBA- 
RA meetings, 2nd Fri/monthly 1930 hours, 
local, Hurricane Electric, 760 Mission Ct., 
Fremont. Visit www.sbara.org. 5/09 


South Bay Amateur Radio Club. P.O. 
Box 536, Torrance, CA 90508. Meets 
3rd Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Torrance 
Memorial Hosp., 3330 Lomita Blvd., 
Torrance, CA. Talk-in on W6SBA rpt. 
224.38(-). Info: 310/328-0817; www. 
w6sba.org 12/09 


Southern Sierra ARS meets 2nd 
Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., except Jul., 600 
Dennison Rd., Tehachapi, CA 93561 (The 
club house at Mountain Aire Estates). Info: 
KD6KMN, 661/822-5995. www.ssars. 
net, 147.06(+), 224.42(-) PL 156.7. APRS 
144.390(S) connect to W6PVG-3. ARES 
nets 7 p.m. 147.51(S) Mon. 1/09 


Stanislaus ARA, Inc. (SARA). P.O. Box 
4601, Modesto, CA 95352; Meets 3rd 
Tues./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Modesto Police 
N/E area Substation, 3705 Oakdale Rd., 
Modesto, CA. Net 1.2+4 Tues. 7:30 p.m. 
145.390(-) PL136.5. www.saraclub.net 

5/09 


Tri-County ARA (TCARA). Meets 
7:30 p.m. 2nd Wed monthly, Administra- 
tion Building, Brackett Field, La Verne, 
CA, in the Pilot’s Lounge. Different guest 
speaker every month. Anyone may attend, 
Ham:& non-Ham welcome! Club net Sun., 
7:00 p.m., Mt Baldy Rpt. 145.440 MHz 
—600 PL 136.5; web site: www.tcara.org, 
e-mail: kK6agf@arrl.net 12/09 


United Radio Amateur Club, K6AA. 
Club station open to members and guests 
in the Los Angeles Maritime Museum 
(LAMM), Berth 84, Foot of 6th Street, San 
Pedro, CA 90731. Meetings held 3rd Fri. 
monthly (except Aug & Dec), 1900 local 
in the LAMM. All are welcome. Monitors 
145.52 simplex Tue-Sat 1000-1630 & Sun 
1200-1630. 7/09 


Victor Valley ARC. P.O. Box 869, 
Victorville, CA 92392. Meets 2nd Tue./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., Lewis Ctr, 17500 Mana 
Rd., Apple Valley, CA. Talk-in 146.94), 
PL 91.5. Net Sun. 7 p.m. 146.94(--), www. 
victorvalleyarc.com 12/08 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


West Coast ARC, (WCARC). P.O. Box 
2617, Costa Mesa, CA 92628. Meets 3rd 
Thurs./monthly, testing 6 p.m. meeting 
7 p.m., Rogers Senior Center, 1706/1718 
Orange Ave., Huntington Beach, CA. Info: 
Russ, N6QZV, 714/848-4501. 8/09 


Westside ARC — Los Angeles. PO. 
Box 642072, Los Angeles, CA 90064. 
Meets 4th Tue/monthly, 7:30 p.m., Red 
Cross Bldg., 11355 Ohio Ave., W. L.A., CA 
(VA Ctr. grounds). Net Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 
147.195+, PL100, web: www.wa6rc.org 

3/09 


Willits Amateur Radio Society, 
(WARS). P.O. Box 73, Willits, CA 95490. 
Meets 4th Mon. 7 p.m., Brooktrails Fire 
House, Birch St. near Brooktrails Dr. 
http://www.k6mhe.com/wars. Talk-in: 
145.130, PL 103.5. 4/09 


Yuba-Sutter ARC has a breakfast/ 
Board meeting monthly. Listen to our net 
on 146.085 Mon. nights for info or call 
Herb Puckett, 530/674-3648 or Clara 
Ansley, KC6JPP, 530/742-2674. 3/09 


COLORADO 


Boulder Amateur Radio Club (BARC) 
Meets 3rd Tues. monthly, 7 p.m., Bld J, 
Boulder Municipal Airport or Valmont 
Community Presbyterian Church, 3262 N. 
61st St., Boulder, CO. Talk-in: 146.70C) 
Info: BARC7Q@@arrl.net or www. qsi.net/ 
w@dk/ 11/09 


Denver Radio Club (DRC) meets 3rd 
Wed, 7:30 p.m., St Joseph Episcopal 
Church, 11202 W. Jewell, Lakewood, 
CO. Learning/Tech sessions 6:30 p.m. 
Oldest club in Colorado (1917). Net Sun 
8:30 p.m. 145.490 rptr. wOtx@arrl.net; 
w0tx.org 2/09 


FLORIDA 


Englewood ARS. P.O. Box 572 Engle- 
wood, FL 34295. Meets 3rd Thurs./ 
monthly 7:30 p.m. Englewood United 
Methodist Church, 700 E. Dearborn St., 
Englewood, FL, Rm: Fellowship Hall. Info. 
Vic Emmelkamp, K4VHX, 941/473-5560 
or www.earsradiociub.org. 11/09 


Gulf Coast ARC. P.O. Box 595, New 
Port Richey, FL 34656. Meets 4th Mon./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., 6909 Tierra Verde 
St., Port Richey, FL. Rptrs. 146.67(-), 
145.33(-), 444.650, serving all of Pasco 
County. VE testing 6:30 p.m. 1st Wed/ 
monthly. See website for more info. www. 
gulfcoastarc.org 5/09 


Port St. Lucie ARA. P.O. Box 7461, 
Port St. Lucie, FL 34985. Meets 4th Wed./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., St. Andrews Lutheran 
Church, 295 Prima Vista Blvd. Info: R. 
Cox, 772/340-4319; kt4pa@comcast.net; 
www.gsl.net/psiara 4/09 


North Fulton Amateur Radio League 
meets 3rd Tues., 7:30 p.m. See www. 
NFARL.ORG/meetings.html for meeting 
location & directions;145.470(-) PL100, 
147.060(+) PL100; 404/434-4499; www. 


nfarl.org; info@nfarl.org 5/09 


HAWAII 


Honolulu DX Club & Honolulu QCWA 
Chapter meets every Tue for breakfast 
at Sizzler’s restaurant, Pearl Ridge, Pearl 
City. Contact John, K1ER, 808/484-9748 
or Lee, KH6BZF, 808/247-0587. 1/09 


Big Bend Amateur Radio Club 
(BBARC), KCOLMF, meets 3rd Thur 
monthly, 1006 Wabash, Carthage, IL 
62321. Annual Hamfest 2nd Sat. in De- 
cember. N9BLD@myway.com » 4/09 


Bolingbrook ARS meets 3rd Mon., 
monthly, 7:00 p.m. at Bolingbrook Fire 
Station Number 5 on Rodeo Dr. Talk-in is 
usually 147.33 MHz +0.600. ARRL affili- 
ated club number: 1271. Club web page 
is www.k9bar.org. 10/09 


Chicago FM Club Inc., (CFMC). 
Meets 3rd Wed./monthly, 8 p.m. P.O. 
Box 47648, Chicago, IL 60647; 146.76(-) 
PL 107.2/224.10/224.18/443.75 PL 
114.8(2A). Ham help line: 773/262-6773. 
Info net Tues., 9 p.m. on 146.76(-). 2/09 


DuPage ARC, (DARC). P.O. Box 71, 
Clarendon Hills, IL 60514. Meets 4th 
Mon., 7:30 p.m. (no meeting July & Dec.), 
Holy Nativity Church, 275 S. Richmond 
Ave., Clarendon Hills (NE corner 55th 
St. & Richmond Ave.) Net Sun. 9 p.m., 
145.43. W9DUP rptrs: 145.43(-) 107.2PL, 
442.55(+), 114.8PL, 224.68(-); 110.9PL; 
www.w9dup.org 4/09 


Fox River Radio League, www. frr/.org. 
Open meeting 2nd Tue./7:30 p.m. Prisco 
Center, 150 W. Illinois Ave., Aurora, IL 
60506-3158; 147.21 MHz (+600 kHz, 


103.5 Hz), 444.30 MHz (+5 MHz, 114.8 ° 


Hz, IRLP), 2M net Tue. 7:30 p.m., except 
2nd Tue. P.O. Box 673, Batavia, IL 60510- 
0673. 11/08 


McHenry County Wireless Associa- 
tion (MCWA). Open to. all interested in 
Amateur Radio. Meets 1st Tuesday 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Nunda Township 
Office, Bay Road between Crystal Lake 
& McHenry, IL. Talk-in 145.41 PL 107.2. 
VE testing in Woodstock by calling first 
— Steve, 847/516-1292, 3rd Tuesday 
7:00 p.m. every other month — see web 
site, www.mcwa.org 6/09 


Peoria Area ARC, (PAARC). P.O. Box 

' 3508, Peoria, IL 61612. Meets 2nd Fri./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., Red Cross Chapter 
House, 311 W. John Gwynn Jr. Ave., 
Peoria, IL. Superfest each Sept. Rptrs: 
147.075(+), 146.85(-). D-STAR: 144.505 
(+), 448.46875 (-), 1272.4000(+). Web: 
www.w9uvi.org; e-mail: w9uvi@arrl.net. 
Voice mail: 309/692-3378. 12/09 


Schaumburg ARC. P.O. Box 68251, 
Schaumburg, IL 60168-0251. Meets 3rd 
Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., Schaumburg 
Community Recreation Center, located 
at 505 N. Springinsguth Rd., intersection 
of Bode & Springinsguth roads.. Usually 
a presentation follows our normal club 
meeting. See website for more details 


http://www.n9rjv.org, David Dietrich, 


847/798-5248; sarc.membership@yahoo. 
com. 2/09 


Wheaton Community Radio Amateurs 
meets 1st Fri/monthly, 7:30 p.m., First 
Presbyterian Church (Jefferson & Ellis 
streets), Wheaton. All are welcome. See 
our website at www.w9ccu.org for all club 
info or call 630/604-0157. Annual Hamfest 
each January. Rptrs: 145.390 (-) 107.2, 
444.475 (+) 114.8. 9/09 


- Baton Rouge ARC meets last Tue./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church, 8833 Goodwood Blvd., Baton 
Rouge, LA. Net: 146.79MHz, 8:30 p.m. 
Sun. www.brarc.org; e-mail: brarc@cox. 
net 7/09 


Delta DX Association ARC meets 
on our repeater every Tuesday night at 
8:00 p.m. local time. At 147.360 (+), sub- 
audible tone 114.8 in & out. Contact John 
Uhl, W5ZE, 504/347-0272 for info. Or at 
w5ze@cox.net. And on our club web site 
www.deltadx.net: 


Ozone Amateur Radio Club of Slidell 
meets the first and third Thursdays of 
each month. 7:30 p.m. at the Emergency 
Communications Building at 4th and 
Cousin Streets in Slidell. Everyone Wel- 
come. Net: 147.27 pl 114.8 every Friday 
at 7:30 p.m. Club website: www.w5sla. 
net, email: w5py@arrl.net. 5/09 


Saint Croix Valley ARC meets at the 
Calais Methodist Home, 10 Sunrise Circle, 
Calais, ME, 04619, third Sunday of each 
month, 6:30 p.m.. Contact Mike Breckin- 
ridge, N1JXP, 207/454-8571. 9/09 


3/09 © 


MARYLAND 


Maryland Mobileers, ARC, (MMARC). 
P.O. Box 935, Severn, MD 21144. Meets 
1st Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Henry L. Hein 
Public Safety Bldg., 7480 Baltimore An- 
napolis Blvd., Glen Burnie, MD 21061. 
Info net Mon. 8:30 p.m.146.805(-), tone 
107.2 Hz http:// www.mobileers.org 

12/09 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Boston ARC meets 3rd Thurs. 
7:00 p.m. (except July/Aug), Salvation 
Army Boston HQ, 147 Berkeley St. 
Boston, MA. Free parking in adjacent lot. 
Talk-in: 145.23MHz (-) PL 88.5, www. barc. 
org, email: w7bos@arrl.net. 12/08 


Framingham Amateur Radio Associa- 
tion meets 1st Thurs., 7:30 p.m., Sept- 
June in the basement of the Danforth 
Museum, Framingham, MA. Contact 
Gordy, K1GB, 781/891-5572; k1gb@arrl. 
net 01/09 


MICHIGAN 


Genesee County Radio Club, Inc. 
Meets 3rd Tues. of the month during 
school year. 7:30 p.m. Davison High 
School, 1250 N. Oak Rd., Davison, MI 
48423; www.qsi.net/w8acw/, e-mail: 
w8acw@arrl.net. 10/09 


Hiawatha ARA of Marquette Co. P.O. 
Box 1183, Marquette, Mil 49855. Meets 
1st Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m. Marquette: 
County Health Department, R. Schwenke, 
N8GBA, 906/249-3837; www.qsi.net/ 
k8lod 12/09 


L’Anse Creuse ARC meets Sept.-June. 
ARRL Special Service Club. Meeting 
place: L’Anse Creuse High School, on 
Reimold, just off Crocker Blvd. Field Day; 
club repeater; annual Fox Hunt. Contact 
L.C.A.R.C. Box 180072, Utica, MI 48318- 
0122; n8lc.org. 4/09 


Ogemaw-Arenac ARS (K8OAR) meets 
1st Wed/monthly, 7 p.m., Mills Twp Hall, 
2441 Greenwood Rd., Skidway Lk, 
Prescott, Ml. VE exams 3rd Wed/monthly, 
7 p.m. Mon 2M net 9 p.m. 146.940. www. 
k8o0ar.com 2/09 


MINNESOTA 


Saint Paul Radio Club meets first 
1st Friday each month, 7:30 p.m. at the 
University of St Thomas, Murrary-Herrick 
Student Center, St. Paul, MN. Talk-in 
145.31. Monthly VE exams. Nets Wed 
145.31 @ 7:30 p.m. & 28.310 @ 8:00 p.m.; 
www.stpaulradioclub.org for more info 

01/09 


St. Cloud ARC meets 3rd Thurs./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., Radio Club Bldg., 401 
4th St. N., Waite Park, MN 56387. Info: 
320/255-1410, 146.94 or 147.015 or 
www.w@sv.org/. 4/09 


Central Mississippi Amateur Radio 
Association meets 2nd Tue monthly, 
7:00 p.m. at the Rankin County EOC Bidg, 
Marquette Rd, Brandon, MS. VE testing 
available after each meeting. Contact Rick 
Nichols, P.O. Box 1876, Florence, MS 
39073; 601/845-5592; k5fv@windstream. 
net; http;//www.cmsara.org 01/09 


MONTANA 


Yellowstone Radio Club meets 3rd 
Mon except July-Aug., 7:30 p.m., North 
Park Center, 19th & 6th Ave., N., Billings, 
MT. Contact 147.36/100 Hz tone. Box 
883, Billings, MT 59103. Testing odd 
months, 3rd Sat.; http://www.k7efa.org/ 

09/09 


NEVADA 


Las Vegas Radio Amateur Club 
(LVRAC) meets 3rd Tuesday monthly, 
7 p.m., Salvation Army building, 2900 
Palomino Lane, Las Vegas, NV. Talk-in 
146.94 (K7UGE Repeater) PL 100, Offset 
— 600 Hz; http://www.!/vrac.org 6/09 


Sierra Intermountain ERA, (SIERA) 
meets 3rd Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., Carson 
Valley United Methodist Church, 1375 
Centerville Lane, Gardnerville, NV. Info: G. 
Uebele, WW7E, 775/265-4278; ww7e@ 
arrl.net, Rpt. 147.330 MHz. 1/09 


Bergen ARA (BARA), K2ZO, 286 
Ridgewood Blvd. N., Twp. of Washing- 
ton, NJ 07676. Meets 1st. Sun/monthly, 
7:30 p.m. American Red Cross, 74 God- 
win Ave., Ridgewood, NJ 07450. Nets: 
28.350 MHz., Mon. 9 p.m., 146.79(-) Wed 
9 p.m. Tech Net Thurs 9 p.m. 146.79(-); 
www. bara.org 01/09 


The Garden State ARA, (GSARA). 
Meets 1st Wed./monthly, 8 p.m., Fort 
Monmouth MARS Station, Eatontown, 
NJ. Info: B. Buus, W20D, 732/946- 
8615. 7/09 


Gloucester County ARC meets 
7:30 p.m. 1st Wed./monthly, Pfeiffer 
Community Center, Blue Bell Rd. & Main 
St., Williamstown, NJ 08094. Contact 
Ken Newman, N2CQ, P.O. Box 370, Pit- 
man, NJ 08071; 856/848-4345, n2cq@ 
comcast.net; http://users.tellurian.com/ 
Freddie/w2mmd/ 10/09 


North America DX Assoc., Inc. (NA- 
DXA). P.O. Box 357 Bradley Beach, NJ 
07720. Jersey Coast Chap. 1 meets 4th 
Mon./monthly, 7:00 p.m. Contact: Mike, 
KC2Q, 732/927-0171; kc2q@arrl.net; 
nadxa@juno.com; wr2dx@yahoo.com 

8/ 


South Jersey Radio Assoc., (SJRA), 
K2AA, meets Jan.-Oct., 4th Wed./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m. (Nov.-Dec., 3rd Wed), 
The Gibson House, Main St., Marlton, NJ. 


Talk-in: "NEW rptr. 02/09 


Amateur Radio Assoc. of the 
Tonawandas, (ARATS). P.O. Box 430, No. 
Tonawanda, NY 14120. Meets 3rd Tue./ 
monthly (except Jul. & Aug.), 7:30 p.m., 
Sweeney Hose Co., 499 Zimmerman St., 
No. Tonawanda, NY. Talk-in: 146.955(-) 
PL 151.4 rptr. W2SEX, http://w2sex.org 

4/09 


Genesee Radio Amateurs, (GRAM). 
P.O. Box 572, Batavia, NY 14021-0572. 
Meets 3rd Thurs./monthly, 7:00 p.m. 
(except Jul, Aug, Dec), Salvation Army 
Community Center, Corner N. Spruce 
& E. Main St., Batavia, NY, 14020. 2M 
net Tue/7:30 p.m. W2RCX 147.285 (+) 
MHz (PL 141.3); EchoLink node: 307340. 
gram_radio_club@yahoo.com; www. 
geocities.com/gram_radio_club/index 

07/09 


Hall of Science ARC. P.O. Box 150131, 
Kew Gardens, NY 11415. Meets 2nd Tue./ 
monthly, Hall of Science Bidg., 47-01 111 
St., Flushing Meadow Park, 8:00 p.m. 
Rptr. 444.200 PL 136.5. Info: Voice mail 
718/ 760-2022; www.hosarc.org 10/09 


Yonkers ARC, (YARC) meets 2nd 
Sun./monthly, 10 a.m., 1st Pct., Yonkers 
Police Station, E. Grassy Sprain Rd., 
Yonkers, NY. Info: PO. Box 378, Centuck 
Sta., Yonkers, NY 10710. 914/237-5589. 
146.865(-), 440.150(+). 3/09 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Azalea Coast ARC Wilmington, NC 
meets 3rd Thur/monthly, Winter Park Bap- 
tist Church on Park Ave. Mon. ragchew 
8:00 p.m. 147.180(openh). ARRL Affiliate. 
VE Test Sessions, 2nd Sat. even mos @ 
Winter Park Baptist Church. See Web 
Page @ www.ac4rc.org. Info: Ed, W4EBR, 
910/686-5206. 4/09 


Cape Fear Amateur Radio Soci- 
ety (CFARS) meets 3rd Mon/monthly 
7:30 p.m., Methodist University, 401 N, 
Fayetteville, NC. VE test sessions 15 Mar, 
14 Jun, 9 Aug, 11 Oct, 9 a.m. at Methodist 
University. KAMN repeaters 146.31/91, 
449.40/444.40, W4EBM 52.81/53.81, 
WA4FLR Fort Bragg 147.93/147.33, 
ARRL Special Service Club, P.O Box 
36106, Fayetteville, NC 28303. 3/09 


Orange County Radio Amateurs 
meets monthly 2nd Mon. at 7:30 p.m. at 
Sunrise Church, '1315 New Hope Trace, 
Chapel Hill, and weekly Sat. at Hillsbor- 
ough Bojangles, 330 S. Churton St., abt 
9:30 a.m. W4UNC/R on 442.150 (131.8). 
Contact Woody Woodward, K3VSA, 4008 
New Sharon Church Rd., Hillsborough, 
NC 27278; 919/732-9895; www.ncocra. 
org 8/09 


Stanly County ARC Albemarle. Meets 
4th Thurs./monthly 7 p.m., Stanly Com- 
munity College. Talk-in 146.985 (-) tone 
100 Hz. Nets: Wed. @ 9 p.m. Club/ARES 
Net on 146.985. Fri., @ 9 p.m. Tech Net. 
147.390 (+) Tone 100 Hz. Contact: Bill 
Greene, K4VET 704/463-1202. 8/09 


Ashtabula County ARC. K. Stenback, 
W8KS, 440/964-7316. Meets 3rd Tue./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., County Vo-Ed School, 
Jefferson, OH. County rptr., 146.715). 
7/09 


Clyde ARS (CARS) meets 1st Tue./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Municipal Bldg., 
Clyde, OH 43410. NF8E rptr. 145.35(-) 
and 442.625(+) MHz. Net Sun. 9'p.m. Info: 
E. Remaley, KA8CAS. 


10/09 


Umpqua Valley ARC, Inc. PO. Box 925, 
Roseburg, OR 97470. Meets 3rd Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., Douglas County Court 
House, #310, Roseburg, OR. Info: K7AZW 
541/784-3621 or 146.90(-) (PL100), http:// 


aa7gc/uvarc/index.html 12/09 
PENNSYLVANIA 

RF Hill ARC meets 7:30 p.m. last Thurs/ 

monthly, Perkasie Fire Company, 5th St., 

Perkasie, PA. Info: Jim Soete, WA3YLQ, 

215/723-7294; wa3ylq@hotmail.com; 


www.1thill.ampr.org 12/09 


Washington Amateur Communica- 
tions Radio Club (WACOM) meets 1st 
Thur/monthly, 7:30 p.m., Washington 
Co. Bldg., 100 Beau St., Washington, PA 
15301. Contact Ed Oelschlager, N3ZNI, 
724/986-9271. 145.490. www.wacomarc. 
org 11/09 


VIRGINIA 


Albemarle Amateur Radio Club 
(AARC) meets 2nd Tues./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., National Radio Astrono- 
my Observatory, 520.-Edgemont Rd., 
Charlottesville, VA. Club repeaters: 
146.760, 146.925, 444.250, 224.760 (PL 
151.4). Weekly nets 146.760: info. net 
Mon., 7:00 p.m.; emergency net Thurs., 
8:00 p.m. Quarterly*testing sessions 
— contact ww4gw@arrl.net. Info: Jay, 
K4AZV, 434/263-5795; website: albemar- 
leradio.org 12/08 


Mt. Vernon ARC, K4US (MVARC). 
Meets 2nd Thurs./monthly (except Jul. 
& Dec.), 7:30 p.m., INOVA Mt. Vernon 
Hospital, 2501 Parkérs Ln., Alexandria, 
VA. Contact: Bob, KT4KS, 703/765-2313 
or 146.655-. 10/09 


Virginia Beach ARC meets 1st Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., St. Andrews Method- 
ist Church, Tucson Rd. & Princess Anne 
Rd., Info: Bob Zabot K4NTO, 757/395- 
4489, or www.w4ug.com 02/09 


Tri-State ARA meets 3rd Tues./monthly, 
7 p.m., Museum of Radio & Tech., 1640 
Florence Ave., Huntington, WV 25701; 
9/09 


304/525-8890. 


For information on how to get your club 
listed in “Visit Your Local Radio Club,” 
plus receive many other benefits, write 

to: Club Liaison, WorldRadio, — 
2120 28th St. * Sacramento, CA 95818 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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Informal YL Net 


Carol Hall (working on her license) 
and Doris Anderson, KS5BNQ, with 
their Bears. 


| ell it is definitely fall in my part 
of the world, so that means 
more time for radio, but even 


with summer’s fluctuating conditions, this 
has been an Amateur Radio year! 

The members of the Young Ladies’ 
Radio League (YLRL) have started an 
informal net as you heard in the last YL 
column. You do not have to be a YLRL 
member, but you do have to be a YL to 
join in the discussion. There have been a 
couple of OMs who checked in to the net 
not realizing it was for Ladies, but they 
were welcomed and the basis of the net 
explained. 

The net alternates between a 40M/20M 


net and a 20M net. The net is held on 


7.240 and 14.288 starting at 01:00 UTC 
on Thursday nights. On the nights it starts 
on 40 Meters, it switches to 20 Meters at 
01:30 UTC. It is held in the General por- 
tion of the bands with those not able to 
operate there, encouraged to find a control 
operator and get on with everyone. 

A couple of Ladies who have gotten on 
with a control op have enjoyed themselves 
so much that they are now working on 
their upgrades. Good luck with the study- 
ing Ladies! 


YLs are Getting Together 
all Over the World! 


The Young Ladies’ Radio League also 
held their Convention this year in Hunts- 
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ville, Alabama. It was held in conjunc- 
tion with the Huntsville Hamfest and the 
HAYLARC (Huntsville Alabama Young 


Ladies Amateur Radio Club) were the © 


sponsors of the event. They did a wonder- 
ful job hosting. 

The Board held their meeting early 
on Friday so that they could report to 
the Ladies during the business meeting. 
After the meeting we had a wonderful 
lunch. Some followed the lunch with a 
tour of the town while others hung out at 
the Hospitality suite at the hotel. 

The YL-OM banquet was heavily 
attended and everyone loved the door 
prizes. Carol Hall (working on her 
license) and Doris Anderson, K5BNQ, 
won Ham Radio bears donated by 
PARKA the Alaskan Ladies club. The 


The YL luncheon at the Convention. 


BE FAMOUS, 
MAKE MONEY. 
Well, one out of two ain't 
bad! Here's how to do 


that. Write an article for 
WorldRadio. 


If you find the subject 
to be of interest, 
so will others. 
Never written anything 
before? That's OK. 
Even Ernest Hemingway 
had to start somewhere. _ 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


SS Pe 


The YL-OM Banquet. 


bears were also used at the Alaskan 


convention as fundraisers for the YLRL 
scholarship. oe 
Though the YLRL convention ended 
first, YL events continued thoughout 
the Huntsville Hamfest. The YLs had a 
forum discussing how to start a YL club 
in your area with Mary Moore, WX4MM, 


moderating and Betty Jo Byrd, KB5CSQ, | 
presenting the main topic including how 
she formed the club for the Southern Mis- » 
sissippi Young Ladies (SMYLs). 

The HAYLARCs manned the doors 
and passed out Hamfest information 
while the YLRL had a table inside. With 
thousands of people attending, it was a 
great way to make new friends and get 
that eyeball with someone you had only 
met on the air. Not only did a number of | 
YLs stop by, but also quite a few OMs 
had a YL in mind when they stopped to 
get information. 

The DX banquet’s main speaker was Ann 
Santos, WAIS, who spoke about her recent 


‘DXpedition to Clipperton Island. A great 


presentation and so many Ladies were there 
_ to hear it and find out more about working 
_ — and being — DX stations. 

_ Awonderful event for the whole weekend 
and the conventions don’t stop there! The 
Australian Ladies’ Amateur Radio Associa- 
tion (ALARA) is holding its ALARAmeet 
2008 in Tasmania this year. 

I will be headed down there this Sep- 
tember for the event, so look for more The general business meeting at the 
__ information on the VK7 event inthe next | y [RI convention. 
column. : 

_ What are YOU doing this winter? Put- 
ting up a new antenna? Trying outanew | go next? 

rig? Let me know what the YLs in your — E-mail me at nOwbv @earthlink.net 
area have planned. From paper chasing | or write to me at P.O. Box 342, Little- 
to rag chewing to contests to DX, Ladies, | ton, CO 80160-0342. Thanks! Cheryl, 
I know you are out there. Where do we | NOWBV. | © 


11-0z. cobalt blue ceramic mug, 
se logo in light blue. 


High Status Item 


A fellow amateur comes to 
your home. Being a gracious 
host, you make the coffee. 
Subtley, you make sure your 
friend’s coffee is in the 


WorldRadio mug. He looks at 
the mug and knows. 
Some try to make a point 
with a Ferrari, a Masserati or a 
chauffered Rolls-Royce. A 
yacht on the Riviera says 


something, but having a 
WorldRadio mug says 
even more! _ 

Only $8 for a work of art that 
speaks volumes about you. Add 
$6 for the Post Office. Also, 
amateurs fortunate enough to 
reside in California will gladly 

pay 62¢ additional-for the 
YL table at the Huntsville Hamfest with a number of ladies signing in and privilege. 

getting information. Address your order to the 

| international headquarters of 


WorldRadio 
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OLD-TIME RADIO 


Radio and the Wreck of the Titanic 


he Titanic made radio history. At 
T 10.05 p.m. on Sunday, 14 April 

1912, on a clear, calm, cold and 
moonless night, the Titanic hit a massive 
iceberg in the North Atlantic. (All times 
in this article are New York time.) The 
iceberg was part of an unusually massive 
finger of pack ice — at least 25 miles long 
and several miles wide. At 10.25 p.m., a 
Titanic wireless operator began sending 
“CQD,” a distress call to all stations. A 
new distress signal, SOS, was also sent. 
The ship sank shortly after midnight. 
More than 1,500 perished. On the 18th, 
the Carpathia, the rescue ship, docked in 
New York with more than 700 survivors. 
The very next morning, the United States 
Senate Committee on Commerce began 
taking testimony from survivors and key 
witnesses at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel 
in Manhattan. The hearings lasted until 
May. The riveting testimony is available 
in Senate Documents, Vol. 28, 62d Cong. 
2d Session (1912). 

Guglielmo Marconi, the father of radio, 
was the third witness. He explained 
the role of radio on the Titanic. The 
Marconi company had contracted with 
the steamship companies to install ship- 
board equipment and to assign operators 
to work them. Most radio equipped 
ships had only one operator but the 
Titanic had two, so that its radio was 
operative at all times. The equipment was 
spark-gap, operating on 600 Meters and 
300 meters. The range of the equipment 
was up to 250 miles in the day and much 
farther at night, although when asked, 
none of the witnesses, including Marconi, 
could explain why there was a difference. 
Marconi had developed a series of Q type 
signals. “CQD” was the distress signal. 
(The Titanic was not the first to call 
CQD. In 1909, the wireless had saved all 
aboard in the collision of the Republic and 
the Florida off Nantucket, thus giving a 
gigantic boost to the new technology.) 

Radio proved central to the story, as 
the testimony unfolded, and as two com- 
pletely different responses to the distress 
signal emerged. The closest ship that 
night was the Californian, a freighter 
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only about fourteen miles north of the 
Titanic and literally within eyesight. 
The wireless operator of the Californian, 
Cyril Evans, age 20, from Liverpool, 
testified that he had sent a radio warning 
of three large bergs to the south at 5.35 
p.m. and that the operator on the nearby 
Titanic had acknowledged receipt. This 
was a few hours before the collision. 
The junior operator on the Titanic, 
Harold Bride (age 22), testified that he 
received this message and passed it on 
to the watch officer. At least some of the 
ice warnings made it to the bridge. This 
information alone, the Senate investiga- 
tion ultimately concluded, should have 
warranted a decrease in speed by the 
Titanic, especially given the moonless 
sky. The Titanic, however, maintained 
its near top-speed of 22 knots. 

After the 5.35 p.m. message, the 
Californian encountered an ice field so 
thick that her captain ordered the ship to 
a complete halt. Aware that the Titanic 
was nearby and traveling in the same 
direction, Operator Evans tried to give 
the Titanic a more specific warning. 

Although Evans was told to shut up 
by the Titanic so that it could continue 
receiving shore to ship traffic, Evans 
testified he was “sure” that the Titanic 
had received his message. According to 
Evans, the 7itanic seemed more inter- 
ested in receiving the passenger traffic 
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from shore than in Evans’ warning. 
Evans listened awhile and then turned in 
for the night. He was the only operator 
aboard the Californian, and so his radio 
fell silent. 

While Evans slept, the watch crew and 
officer saw eight flares near the horizon. 
The captain was informed three times 
and all three times refused to move his 
ship to investigate due to the icebergs all 
about. When the midnight watch officer 
went on duty and learned of these facts, 
he awakened Evans (no one else had 
thought to do so) and said Evans should 
go on the radio, in light of the flares, and 
“see if there is anything the matter.” 

Evans testified: 

I jumped out of bed, slipped on a pair of 


trousers and a pair of slippers, and I went 


at once to my key and started my motor 
and gave “C. Q.” About a second later I 
was answered by the Frankfurt, “D.K.D., 
Dft.” The “Dft.” is the Frankfurt’s call. 
He told me the Titanic had sunk. 
Evans was thus allowed to sleep 


_ through one of the most dramatic epi- 


sodes in radio history. 

A much different — and more heroic 
— story occurred aboard the Carpathia, — 
a small liner about 58 miles southeast 
of the Titanic, headed in the opposite 
direction. Her wireless operator, Harold 
Thomas Cottam, age 21, from Liverpool, 
was also a Marconi employee. Just — 
before the CQD, Cottam was also about 
to retire for the night but was listening 
on frequency, hoping to ragchew(?) with 
the operator of the Parisian. 

- Meanwhile, on the Titanic, the cap- 
tain had come into the radio room and 
said, “You'd better get assistance.” Phil- 
lips asked if he wanted a distress call, to 
which the captain said, “Yes, at once.” 
Phillips then beamed out the now famous 
CQDs (and SOSs). 

On board the Carpathia, Cottam did 
not hear the CQD at first. But he soon 
heard a shore station calling the Titanic 
with more commercial messages, so 
Cottam, as a courtesy, called the Titanic 
to so advise: 

Senator Smith: And did they reply? 


ne 
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Mr. Cottam: Yes, sir. 

Senator Smith: What did they say? 
Mr. Cottam: He said, “Come at once. 
It is a distress message; CQD.” 

This message was at 10.35 p.m. 
Cottam immediately told his captain 
of the distress call, who told Cottam to 
send its position to the Titanic. Cottam 
did so and the Titanic wired “RD” 
for “received.” Although some bridge 
officers on the Carpathia argued it was 
a hoax, Captain Arthur Rostron of the 
Carpathia immediately turned his ship 
about and steamed for the disaster: 

Captain Rostron: At 12.35 a.m. on 
Monday I was informed of the urgent 
distress signal from the Titanic. 

Senator Smith: By whom? 

Mr. Rostron: By our wireless opera- 
tor, and also by the first officer. The wire- 
less operator had taken the message and 
run with it up to the bridge, and gave it to 
the first officer who was in charge, with 
a junior officer with him, and both ran 
down the ladder to my door and called 
me. I had only just turned in. It was an 
urgent distress signal from the Titanic, 
requiring immediate assistance and 
giving me his position. The position of 
the Titanic at the time was 41° 46° north, 
50° 14° west. 

Immediately on getting the message, 
I gave the order to turn the ship around 
and immediately after I had given that 
order I asked the operator if he was 
absolutely sure it was a distress signal 
from the Titanic. 

I then sent for the chief engineer. In 
the meantime I was dressing and seeing 
the ship put on her course. The chief 
engineer came up. I told him to call 
another watch of stokers and make all 
possible speed to the Titanic, as she was 
in trouble. 

There was a tremendous and continu- 
ous blast of steam letting loose on the 
Titanic, so loud, one witness said it must 
have been audible for ten miles, such that 
the radio operators had to be informed 
in writing by an officer of their exact 
coordinates rather than verbally. This 
havoc interfered with the operators’ 
ability to hear weaker signals. Phillips 
sent “sinking; cannot hear for noise of 
steam.” For this reason, Cottam testi- 
fied that, after the above messages, he 
relayed a number of messages to the 
Titanic from the Olympic and the Baltic, 


his own signal being loud enough, due 
to proximity, to overcome the blast of 
the steam. In one of the few moments 
of humor in the hearing, Cottam had to 
explain to the senators that “old man,” 
which was included in many of the mes- 
sages that night, was “a term of friendly 
endearment and recognized among all 
wireless fellows.” 

Cottam testified that the last transmis- 
sion he received from the Titanic was 
“Come quick. Our engine room is filling 
up to the boilers.” Cottam recalled: 

The captain told me to tell the Titanic 
that all our boats were ready and we were 
coming as hard as we could come, with 
a double watch on the engine room, and 
to be prepared, when we got there, with 
lifeboats. I got no acknowledgment of 
that message. : 

Although no acknowledgment was 
received, the Titanic, in fact, did receive 
this message, as assistant operator 
Harold Bride later testified. 

The Titanic operators leapt into the sea 
only fifteen minutes before the Titanic 
sank, staying at the key well after the 
captain had told them they should look 
out for themselves. Bride was trapped 
under a collapsible raft launched at the 
last minute. He eventually pulled himself 
on board the raft, which had overturned. 
Bride survived with frozen feet (his right 
foot was still numb from exposure weeks 
later). Phillips died. 

Weaving among twenty or more large 
icebergs over 100 feet high and many 
smaller ones, the Carpathia came at 
full speed, firing flares as she neared, 
and arrived on the scene near dawn. 
The lifeboats saw her coming and rowed 
toward her. Soon all survivors (and life- 
boats) were on board. Dawn revealed 
the full massive ice pack for as far as 
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the eye could see. The Californian then 
arrived, ruefully late, and informed of 
the situation by semaphore, agreed to 
search the vicinity for any other survi- 
vors but found none. 

Filled with survivors, the Carpathia 
then streamed for New York, the oppo- 
site way she had been going. On the 
Carpathia, Cottam remained at his key 
for another 48 hours until he collapsed 
from exhaustion and was then relieved 
by Bride from the lost ship, disabled 
though he was. Cottam’s first message 
was to advise of Captain Rostron’s deci- 
sion to turn back for New York. Then 
the names of all survivors were keyed 
ashore, one by one. Most of the messages 
had to be relayed via the Olympic and the 
Minnewaska, because the wireless set on 
the Carpathia was only a “short distance 
outfit.” There was terrible strain on this 
thin line of communication. America, 
once alerted to the tragedy, demanded 
all the news it could get. It hung on every 
word. Bride continued to transmit even 
after the vessel had docked in Manhat- 
tan, being unaware of the stoppage, 
until Marconi himself boarded the ship, 
entered the radio room, laid his hand on 
Bride’s shoulder, and said, “There’s no 
need to send that now, son.” & 
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QCWA Membership — 
A Fun “Shell Game” 


y seven-year-old granddaugh- 
ter, Sarah Kate, always has 
one request when she comes 


from North Carolina to visit us here in 
West Central Florida. She wants us to 
take her to one of the west coast Florida 
beaches so she can spend a couple of 
hours “shelling.” 

Shelling does not, and never has nor 
never will, excite my interest in the 
natural world. Radio-wave propagation 
does, but strolling down a mile or so 
of wet sand looking for a perfect shell 
just doesn’t do it for me. Oh; I do enjoy 
the time spent with my granddaughter 
in conversation and amusement as she 
discovers shells of various varieties and 
sizes and then shows them to me. But 
I get no great buzz from the plodding 
along on the Gulf-created wet sand, 
seeking shells that resemble a cornuco- 
pia, or a flower fan, or any other of the 
myriads of shapes and forms which so 
excite Sarah Kate. She is always on the 
lookout for “perfect” shells which are 
without blemish, perfectly formed from 
a geometrical point of view, internally 
bright with iridescent ivory and unworn 
by time or tide or travel to the shore. 


Licensed 
Before 19837 


QCWA invites you to join with 
those distinguished amateurs 
licensed 25 years or longer. 
Request an application from: 


QcCWA, inc., Dept. WR 
PO Box 3247 
Framingham, MA 01705-3247 
www.gqcwa.org 


40 WorldRadio, November 2008 


Alan Pickering, KJ9N 


But even the imperfect shells we find, 


of which there are literally thousands. 


present in this littoral environment, seem 
to have such an attraction that a plastic 
grocery-bag-full must be collected and 
carried home to amaze mother and the 
other grandmother as well. And I find 
that as the collection grows in bulk 
and weight, that there are lessons to be 
learned from this shell game that so 
attracts Sarah Kate. 

First of all, in spite of the beauty of a 
few of the shells that are found, my atten- 
tion is drawn unexpectedly to the large 
number of shells that are nowhere perfect 
at all. Even in their imperfections, they 
are simply more interesting, causing me 
to speculate as to just how they got to be 
that way. Some, pockmarked with holes 
or broken edges, reduced by the ravages 
of salt and surf and the constant stress 
of unseen storms beneath the surface of 
the sea, remind me that I, too, have aged 
and now show clearly the wear and tear 
of life. How fleeting is what little perfec- 
tion I might have once displayed. Just as 
some of these shells have been bleached 
white by the sun, so have I now acquired 
ever-whiter and lighter hair, as indeed 
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have my QCWA peers and friends whose 
love of Amateur Radio link us across 
the miles we’ve traveled along RF roads 
that are there for us to drive by way of 
virtual waves of oscillating origin. So in 
their weather-textured and pock-marked 
imperfection, these less-than-perfect 
shells call to me with a refreshing mes- 
sage: lives lived well with Amateur Radio 
friends will show the results of time given 
and energy spent in the development of 
life-long friendships. Truly the QCWA is 
very much a membership of metallic men 
and women, with silver in our hair, gold 
in our teeth, and lead in our pants. 

And when I stop long enough to 
consider more accurately the benefits 
of my membership in the QCWA, I 
have to be very grateful for the gifts of 
knowledge and the offerings of experi- 
ence that others acquired first and then 
passed on to me. Indeed, no man or 
woman is alone totally self-educated, 
self-trained, or self-sufficient. We have 
all had and will always need the pres- 
ence of good “Elmers” to pass along to 
us the benefits of their discoveries and 
experiences as operators who take pride 
in at least 25 years of skills acquired and 
then shared. 

That is why the Quarter Century Wire- 
less Association is so much like the plas- 
tic bag of shells that Sarah Kate brings 
home from the shore she so diligently 
searches. — a mix of none perfect, many 
almost perfect, and a huge plethora of 
not-so-perfect denizens whose lives have 
been ever-so-changed by the relentless 
shifts of wind, shore, water and the 
ravages of life, but who persist and stay 
always committed to the ideals of the 
chapters and the associations to which 
they belong. 

And how very interesting they all 
are. Some most kind. Some most smart. 
Some are most intelligent and knowl- 
edgeable. Some most rich and wealthy. 
Some addicted to CW, some to the other 
digital modes. Some HF only, some UHF 
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only. But the bulk of these QCWA stake- 


holders are all folks with some minor 
perfections yet they are colleagues still 
well worth betting upon. 

Because of the abysmal mess that our 
legislators have made of things in these 
most recent years, I sense among us a 
great yearning for perfection. If only 
we could perfect our national system of 
taxation, and immigration, and educa- 
tion, and health care, and on...and...and 
on. And thus we search for the perfect 
sea-shore shell. Surely there must be a 
few there, resting among the thousands 
upon which we trod. By the law of aver- 
ages, there must be! 

But no, perfection is not of this world. 
Looking for perfection is just another 
shell game, fun for a couple of hours 
and pure boredom thereafter. Instead I 
believe that we have a much higher call- 
ing: the call to acceptance and charity 
and care for our colleagues and friends. 
A call to recruit them into our Amateur 
Radio fellowship and into full participa- 
tion in the local and national activities 
of the QCWA. 

The next time Sarah Kate wants to go 
“shelling” when she visits, I plan to join 
her and look not for the perfect shell, 
but the most convoluted, twisted up, 
strangely shaped variety I can find. And 
then on the way home, I plan to explain 
to Sarah Kate just how wonderful that 
particular and different shell really is, 
uniquely formed and then battered about 
by the forces of nature, and just waiting 
there in the sands of the shore for us to 
find and appreciate. And then I am going 
to tell her that every time gandpa gets 
on his radio, he is engaging in a form of 
shelling, speaking with people who are 
just as special and unique and great to 
know, just like the shells she finds along 
the shores of the Gulf that together we 
explore. And you know, I think she’ll 
understand that lesson, and tell her 
mother about it. I hope so. I really do. 
For in my mind that lesson is the essence 
of what makes the QCWA such a great 
group. We are the elite, the proud, and 
the many. We are the QCWA! 

Until next time, my best to you all. 73, 
Alan, KJON. 

— Alan Pickering, KJON, can be 
reached by sending mail to: 31860 Taylor 
Grade Rd., Duette, FL 33834; e-mail 
kj9n@arrl.net. Sy 
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Savoring the ‘buzz’ from ARS’ 
‘Flight of the Bumblebees’ 


Richard Fisher, KI6SN 


very year, members of the Adven- 
| Radio Society host their 

annual “Flight of the Bumblebees,” 
marking one of the more popular QRP 
field events on the contest calendar. 

Held on the last Sunday in July, 2008’s 
event found 194 QRP operators volun- 
teering to make a beeline into the fields 
— “in beautiful and remarkable places” 
reached under their own power — in 
hopes of pollinating other “bees” and 
home operators for contact points. 

The bands buzz with activity and the 
four-hour sprint is considered by many 
to be the highlight of their QRP opera- 
tions year. 

As a founding member of ARS along 
with Russ Carpenter, AA7QU, and 
Wayne Burdick, N6KR, we are very 
proud that the event continues to draw 
interest and such high marks. Since its 
humble — or is it “bumble” — begin- 
nings with 50 “bees” in the field in 
1997, FOBB has thrived for more than 
a decade. 

It’s testimony to the passion ARS 
members share for outdoor operation 
and for lighter-and-lighter and more effi- 
cient gear and antennas. Not to mention 
honing our wilderness operations, safety 
and survival techniques. 

Among the 50 rostered “bees” in the 
inaugural 1997 FOBB were QRP lumi- 
naries Cam Hartford, N6GA; Bill Jones, 
KD7S; John Cumming, VE3JC; Dave 
Benson, ex-NN1IG, now KISWL; Lor- 
raine Aubert, AC6XK; and Paul Stroud, 
AA4XxX. It’s only grown from there. 

Much of 2008 FOBB’s success is owed 
to Chris Kantarjiev, K6DBG, of ARS, 
who coordinated the pre-game publicity 
and chatter and handled all of the scor- 
ing and soapbox comments. A superb 
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After a short kayak trip, Harcourt 
Quick, W8BHK, proudly wearing a 
CW T-shirt, goes to work from 
Michigan on 20-Meter CW during 
ARS’ 2008 “Flight of the 
Bumblebees.” 


effort, indeed. 

Despite challenging propagation and 
sometimes less-than-desirable weather 
conditions, FOBB has survived and 
thrived over the years. 

Here’s an example of why. 

From the 2008 FOBB report of 
Sheldon Radin, KF@UR, of Colorado 
Springs, CO: 
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‘“‘We had another great ‘bee of a time.’. 
The weather cooperated. It was hot, but 
not too bad.” ; 

And with a new year came a new loca- 
tion, he said. “I was up on Mt. Herman 
in Monument, CO, at an elevation of: 
9,054 feet. We had excellent views bow 
east and west. 

“At the top, there’s quite a steep drop in in 
both directions, with a beautiful view of 
Pikes Peak to the west — 14,116 feet. 

“When I first arrived at the top, there 
were two hang gliders floating,’ KFOUR 
reported. “One above me and one below 
me. It was very cool. : 

“T made 78 contacts,” he said. “Thirty- 
eight of them with fellow ‘bees’ in 26 
states and Canadian provinces. I’m 
always amazed at how well four watts 
does in so many directions. And this is 
the bottom of the sunspot cycle!” 

KFQ@OUR was using an Elecraft 
KX-1 transceiver running from a 12V, 
2-Ampere gel cell battery. 

“The antenna was my usual homebrew. 
12-foot center-loaded vertical with six, 
12-foot radials on the ground,” he said. 
“Tt collapses down to one-foot for easy 
packing and the entire antenna system, 
including coax, weighs 1.5 lbs.” 

A couple of new items added to his 
backpack this year were “a 12-Volt / 
5-Watt roll-able solar panel made by 
Powerfilm Solar that I picked up at the 
Dayton Hamvention fleamarket this 
year,” he said. 

“Tt’s three times the power and one- 
third the weight of my last solar panel. 
A great, great addition.” 

KFQ@UR said that he also found that he 

could — and did — “overcharge a battery 
with this new solar panel so! gotan A&A 
Engineering Smart Battery Charger. I got 
the board assembly alone and mounted it 
in a small tin (somewhat bigger than an 
Altoids tin). It manages the charging so I 
don’t fry any more batteries. 

“Tt weighs four-ounces and connects 
between the solar panel (input) and the 
battery (output). 
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“With this set-up, I safely maintained 


the battery voltage at nearly 13 volts 
for the entire four hours! I also bring a: 


“Watt’s Up’ digital power meter for curi- 
ousity’s sake. It tells me the instantaneous 
voltage and charging current,’ KFOUR 
added. “It’s not really necessary, but it’s 
very lightweight and satisfies my need 
to know. Some of the ‘bees’ and others 
running QRP were amazingly loud for 
most of the four hours. I was able to work 
just about everyone I could hear.” 
KFQ@UR concluded by saying: “Some 
of my CW sending left a little to be 
desired from time-to-time and I apologize 
for that. I was trying to send and swat flies 
at the same time. I found that I can't do 
that. My CW suffers; the flies do not.” 
His report on the Adventure Radio 


_ Society’s website includes a photograph 
_ of a chipmunk, with the caption: “I had 
~ company while I was operating, but alas, 


999 


he/she was not a ‘bee. 
Also capturing the ARS FOBB spirit 
this year was Harcourt Quick, W8BHK, 
and Jane Krolczyk, KC8TSG. 
‘BHK writes: “We decided to head 


out to Gooseneck Lake (Mason County, ’ 


Michigan; 15 miles east of Ludington) 
for the FOBB 2008 this year with our 
kayaks. You have to take a two-track 
road into the west lower lake for access 
to the boat launch, which is quite sandy 
- and I was glad to have four-wheel drive 
in the truck. 

“1 have operated QRP many times 
from my kayak on this lake and knew 
of a nice location on the upper section 
where I could set up on a point of land 
with a beautiful view. 

“After launching the kayaks, we had 
a 15-minute kayak trip from the lower 
lake, through the connecting channel 
(gooseneck) and into the upper lake area. 
We were already an hour behind the start 
time for the FOBB contest, but I could at 
least get in a couple of hours of fun and, 
after all, that’s what it’s all about. 

“Jane helped hang the antennas and 
then left me to go kayaking and swim- 
ming while I played Bumble Bee! 

I only worked the 20 Meter band with 2 


watts from my ATS-3 and ZM-2 tuner. 


“All my contacts were east and west,” 
with K6EI being the most distant.” 

In addition to K6EI, ‘BHK’s contacts 
included: KX@R, K7TD, WA1ZCQ, 
K@ZK, W1IPID, KIOG, WONT, K7URR, 


An Elecraft KX-1 transceiver, roll-able solar panel and other station accessories 


— along with a 12-foot tall, center loaded vertical — put Sheldon Radin, 


WONTA and WC7S. 

“Not too many contacts, but was still a 
great adventure,’ ‘BHK concluded. 

For more information on ARS’ “Flight 
of the Bumblebees,” and links to other 
photos from KFOUR and W8BHK, visit 
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PROPAGATION 


The Ups and Downs of F. Propagation 


realizes that propagation via the F2 

region has its ups and downs. These 
ups and downs are seen over various 
time scales. 

For example, the longest time scale 
is a solar cycle. Our higher HF bands 
(17M, 15M, 12M, and 10M) and 6M 
are pretty much useless around solar 
minimum for F2 hops. There’s simply 
not enough F? region ionization around 
solar minimum to refract electromag- 
netic waves back to Earth consistently 
on a day-to-day basis at frequencies 
above 20M. Around solar maximum 
(which we'll again be at one of these 
days!), those bands are teeming with 
worldwide activity. Thankfully sporadic 
E still occurs around solar minimum to 
give us some excitement on these bands 
(especially on 10M and 6M) during the 
summer months and again to a lesser 
degree in December. 

A second time scale is seasonal. Due 
to the composition of the atmosphere 
changing from summer to winter (there 
are more ionization targets in northern 
hemisphere winter than in north- 
ern hemisphere summer), the winter 
months have higher daytime F2 region 
maximum usable frequencies (MUFs) 
compared to the summer months. That’s 
why the major DX contests (CQWW 
and ARRL DX) are scheduled between 
fall and spring — to take advantage of 
the higher daytime MUFs to the major 
Amateur Radio population areas of 
the world (which are in the northern 
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Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA 


hemisphere). Realizing that there is usu- 
ally a silver lining in every dark cloud, 
the summer months with their higher 
residual nighttime MUFs allow 20M to 
stay open well into the night. 

A third time scale, and the shortest 
of the three, is diurnal (daily). The F2 
region begins forming around sunrise 
when solar radiation ionizes atmospheric 


constituents (mostly atomic oxygen for 


the F2 region). The maximum F>? region 
electron density at a given location usu- 
ally occurs a bit after local noon, as solar 
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radiation is not the only process that 
determines the ultimate electron density 
at the higher altitudes of the F2 region at 
any given time (the April 2008 column 
discussed this interesting issue in more 
detail). After sunset, the F2 region slowly 
recombines, but thank goodness it does 


~ not go to zero prior to the next sunrise. 


Are these three time scales the only 
ones that the F2 region varies over? The 
answer to that question is no. The F2 — 
region can, and usually does, vary over 
a much shorter time period — we're 


pt talking minutes. 

I knew that ionosonde data showed 
_ these extremely short term changes, but 
it really didn’t register with me until 
our DXpedition to Syria in February 
- 2001. Al, K7AR; Dick, N7RO; Bob, 
_ W4DR; Rosie, N4CFL; Jim, W4PRO; 


_ Lee, VE7CC; Melissa, VA7MI;. my 


_ wife, Vicky, AE9YL, and I operated 
_ from Damascus for over a week using 
the call YK9A. 

Several times while on 10M I noticed 
__ that there would be many North America 
stations calling, then they’d go away for 
a couple minutes. But they’d be back, 
and I soon realized that I had to work 
as many of them as possible before they 


a disappeared again. The cyclic nature | 


of this phenomenon was quite obvious. 
This on-the-air experience really drove 
home this short-term variation issue 


for me. 


It would be nice to show pertinent 


_ jonosonde data for the YK to North 


America path, but our hands are tied 
for two reasons: there isn’t an ionosonde 
in the right place, and even if there 


__was it would likely be taking data at 


15-minute or 30-minute time intervals. 
_ We need an ionosonde that takes data 
more often. 
One ionosonde that has Gaven data 
more often is the Millstone Hill (MA) 
onosonde. In September 2005 it took 


data at five-minute intervals (I did a very 


quick search for one-minute interval data, 
but didn’t have any luck). Figure 1 shows 
the five-minute interval data during the 
morning hours corresponding to my 
operating times on 10M at YK9A. 

Since I don’t have the ionosonde data 
I really need, I’ve used this September 
2005 Millstone Hill data to show the 
concept of the short-term variability of 
the F2 region in relation to band open- 
ings. To more effectively do this, I mul- 
tiplied the data by a factor that puts the 


MUEF close to the 10M band (the dashed ~ 


line in Figure 1 is 28.3 MHz) to emulate 
what was likely going on. 

It’s easy to pick out the consecutive 
five-minute intervals that might have 
provided 10M propagation followed by a 


five-minute interval that might not have | 


provided 10M propagation. The times of 
1310, 1315, and 1320 show propagation 
followed by no propagation and then fol- 
lowed by propagation again. Another set 


of similar times is 1340, 1345, and 1350. 
A longer up-down-up-down-up period is 
from 1415 through 1435. Although the 
presented data is in five-minute inter- 
vals, I’m sure even shorter time intervals 
would show the same high variability. 

So what’s the cause of this short term 
variability? More than likely the cause 
is a small scale atmospheric gravity 
wave (AGW), which results in a travel- 
ing ionospheric disturbance (TID). As 
discussed in the December 1999 column, 
a small scale AGW has a time period in 
the range of a couple minutes. 

In summary, be aware that the F2 
region varies Over many time scales — 
from extremely long (over a solar cycle) 
to extremely short (due to a small scale 
AGW). For the extremely short term 
variation, sometimes you have to catch 
the crest to make a QSO. 

— Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA, can be 
reached by sending mail to: 1227 Pion 
Dr., Ft. Wayne, IN' 46845; or oy e-mail 
sent to: k9la@arrl.net. iy 
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Jerry Boyd, KW7J, author of two 
previous emergency communications 
books, (both published by WorldRadio) 
and dozens of magazine articles on the 
subject, has authored "Management of 
the Amateur Radio Emergency Com- 
munications Function." This 48-page 
booklet discusses the specific manage- 
ment responsibilities which Emergency 
Coordinators and other EMCOMM 
managers have. It provides very helpful 
information for such managers on how 
to efficiently and effectively accomplish 
those tasks. 

The booklet is available at a cost of 
$8.00 + $1.50 shipping and handling. 
California residents please add $.62 
sales tax. 

Order online with Visa, MasterCard 
or American Express via our web page. Mail 
check or money order to: 


WorldRadio*®2120 28th St. 
Sacramento, CA 95818 
916/457-3655 
www.wr6wr.com 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


The Science 


of Audio 
with Bob Heil, K9EID 


wav’ 
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Only, 


This video covers: 


¢ Audio signals 

¢ The human ear 

¢ Microphones 

- Phasing 

¢ Parametric equalization 
* And much more! 


You will hear how 
different microphones 
and equalization settings 
actually effects the audio 
you transmit. Bob 
demonstrates different 


| techniques and 


equipment that Amateur 
Radio operators can use 
to boost their signal. Use 
these techniques to cut 
through the pileups and 
make more contacts. 


Send your check to: 
Worldradio 
2120 28th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95818 
Or, order with your credit 
card on our secure website. 
CA residents include 
$1.55 sales tax. 
Or, e-mail: orders@wr6wr.com 
For more info: www.wr6wr.com 
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PROMOTION AND RECRUITMENT 


Elmers: Ham Radio’s Ambassadors 


here is nothing like the per- 
fie touch. Many of us first 

experienced the enthusiasm and 
enjoyment of Ham Radio by our per- 
sonal contact with a licensed operator. 
We tip our hats to these many mentors 
or “Elmers.” Many of us might never 
have become licensed or got on the air 
without their guidance. 

While our efforts to promote and 
publicize Amateur Radio may raise 
public awareness, the critical next step 
is to nurture it into personal interest 
and, eventually, the desire to become 
licensed. An Elmer best handles this 
important step. In fact, an Elmer 
could be the most important person 
to influence the decision to become a 
radio Amateur. 


An Elmer defined 


The term Elmer has been around for 
many years. We might also call an 
Elmer a mentor, tutor, guide, helper, 
sage, coach, instructor, guru, or go-to 
person. The name doesn’t matter. What 
does matter is an Elmer’s contagious 
enthusiasm for the wonderful world of 
Ham Radio. | 

First impressions are important, and 
good Elmers typically offer a warm 
welcome and a smile to anyone who 
asks about our radio service. While 
you may consider this the foundation 
of good salesmanship, there is more to 
it than simply “making the sale.” 

Every personal contact is unique. 
Just as every person who inquires 
about Amateur Radio is unique. So 
describing Ham Radio should be cus- 
tomized according to the individual. 
For example, a young person who is 
computer oriented and uses a variety of 
high-tech devices might respond more 
readily to the many digital dimensions 
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Devere “Dee” Logan, W1IHEO 


of our hobby rather than simply radio 
alone. Ham Radio offers a variety of 
appeals for a variety of interests. 


The Elmer’s toolkit 


Elmers usually have to answer a 
variety of questions, so being-prepared 
to respond to a number of subjects is 
important. To help its volunteer “Elmer 
Corps” members, The Ham Radio 
Promotion Project (www.neoham. 
org) developed a reference manual or 
“toolkit” ‘that includes several basic 
categories. 

First, where can a person go for 
detailed information on Ham Radio? 
A handy list would include libraries, 
bookstores, ARRL, radio publications 
such as WorldRadio, local radio clubs, 
scheduled radio classes, Websites and 
even other radio amateurs. 

Not all sources are created equal. If 
you check your local library, you may 
be surprised to find that their Amateur 
Radio books, if they’re available, may 
be out of date. A check of our local 
library revealed some ancient license 
manuals dating back to the 1960s! We 
had a chat with the librarian, removed 
the obsolete books, and replaced them 
with newer titles. Our radio club even 
donated a few. 

The Ham Radio Promotion Project’s 
Elmer’s Manual includes a listing of 
specific sources of licensing help. Here 
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is where radio club licensing classes fill 
aneed. An alternative is to refer persons 
to on-line sources, so our reference 
includes several Website addresses. 
Many of the Websites also offer sample 
tests. A Google search will reveal a 
good number of these. 

Radio club licensing classes are 


certainly one the best ways to help 


newcomers prepare for the licensing 
exams. This is an important benefit 
for clubs because it establishes it as the 
logical focus of local Amateur Radio 
activity and support. Obviously, inviting 
students to join the club is an effective 
way to build membership. 

To cover the usual questions about 
Ham Radio, we include a list of fre- 
quently asked questions (FAQ) in our 
Elmer’s manual. We also distribute this 
FAQ sheet at public presentations. 


An Elmer Corps 


Recruiting Elmers can be as chal- 
lenging as recruiting new Hams. Start- 
ing your area’s Elmer Corps would 
likely begin with radio clubs. We 
can spread the invitation to become | 
a volunteer Elmer via club newsletter | 
articles and personalized recruiting 
appeals at meetings. One of the best 
ways is to extend a personal invitation 
to those Amateurs who appear to have 
the “right stuff” and are comfortable 
dealing with the public. 

Once a core group of Elmers is | 
formed, the public should be made 
aware of who they are and how to 
contact them. In the Northeast Ohio 
area we used our roster of volunteers 
to produce an Amateur Radio Help 
Directory with the names and contact 
information of Elmers arranged alpha- 
betically by city. 

Our director was first added to our 
Website, followed by the creation of 
a printed brochure version on a PC. 
Our design was simply done on an 8 x 
11 sheet with three panels (two folds) 
front and back. The brochure also 
included a brief description of Amateur 
Radio,.a bit about what Hams do, and 
a short list of information sources. We 
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I press, teachers, scout tian ete. This: . 
__ is a very important link to a volunteer 
_ Elmer for anyone interested in seeking 
_ more information on Ham Radio. 


Having an Elmer Corps ready to assist 


interested persons is a most important 
_ part of any public presentation. Even 
- with the most interesting presentation 
- on Amateur Radio, unless we follow 
up with individuals, we have missed a 
__ golden opportunity. This is why public 


demonstrations should always include a 


_ sign-in sheet for visitors, and handouts 


that include an Elmers list to make it 
easy for the public to connect with a 


4 ‘helping ham. Elmers also can initiate a 
_ follow-up call to those who signed in. 


Personal contacts provide each 
of us with opportunities to tell how 


interesting, fun, and exciting Amateur 


Radio is. Personal stories of on-the-air 


_ experiences, unusual people and places 
_ contacted, plus the valuable public 
_ service provided by Hams can provide 


interesting conversation topics. So it’s 


not just an Elmer’s job, but something 
each of us as individuals can do as well. 
' The opportunities are limitless. Let’s 


not hide our terrific hobby and radio 

service under the radar. Talk it up! 
Let us know what works for you in 

getting people interested in amateur 


Nadio. We will pass along the tips ina 


“future column. 


Is Your Club 
“Radio-active?” 
Active, healthy radio clubs are buzz- 


- ing with enthusiastic, gung-ho members | 
-. and are generally the center of most 


Ham Radio activities in town. 
Active clubs are necessary to assure 


_ the future of Amateur Radio by spon- 


soring radio classes, handling VE 


testing and recruiting new Hams. How. 


radioactive is your club? Does it have 
enough active members to get things 
done? Is it growing or standing still? 
Does it need a tonic to energize itself? 
What does it take to build a successful 


club? 


Club success factors 


One way to spot a good radio club is 
that its members are having fun while 


enjoying a variety of activities. If it’s 


fun, they will come. 


One way to promote the fun is to keep 
club meetings light and lively, offer 
interesting programs, and keep the busi- 
ness portion short and to-the-point. Try 
to handle planning and business details 
during board meetings or cover them 
in the newsletter. Smiles and fun are 
magnets for members, new and old. 

Good clubs have a variety of activities 
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and good programs. The most popular 
subjects will be those that appeal to the 
interests of members, so it pays to know 
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Aim your beam 
with your watch 


Here’s a special wrist watch 
for special Hams. It dramat- 
ically features the WorldRadio 
logo, the azimuthal equidistant 
(great circle) map. 

The best part about this 
watch is that it is only $25, 
includes shipping. CA res. add 
$1.94 sales tax. 

You don’t want to wear your 
Piaget on Field Day or your — 
Rolex while climbing your 
tower. 

No, this obviously is not a 
Patek-Philippe. It is a $25 
watch, no more, no less. 

Call it inconspicuous con- 
sumption or even reverse 
snobbery — like when Frank 
Sinatra would drive a Ford 
Mustang. But when the other 
enlightened anti-elitists see 
you also wearing a WorldRadio 
watch, there will be an instant 
bond. 

We accept AmEx, MC, Visa. 

all: 916/457-3655, or send 
check for $25 (plus $1.94 
sales tax for CA res.) to: 


WorldRadio 
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what they want. So ask them; conduct 
regular surveys and find out what they 
don’t want, too. 

Most active clubs publish a news- 
letter, which can serve as a meeting 
reminder and cover news of club activi- 
ties. Use your newsletter to promote 
your club by expanding its circulation 
to include potential members, new 
licensees, area media, schools and 
youth groups. Put it on the Internet and 
promote the address widely. 


Teamwork is the key 


Radio clubs are cooperatives. Since 
there is no paid staff, volunteers are the 
brains and brawn behind every activity. 
Radio clubs must tap their talent pool, 
so investigate the skills and talents 
available and invite members to offer 
them when appropriate. Encourage 
participation and motivate the “doers” 
by recognizing their efforts in some 
special way. 

Cleveland Chapter One of QCWA 
features an annual awards meeting to 
recognize those who serve in some 
special way. Plaques, certificates and 
trophies are presented and each recipi- 
ent is listed in the chapter newsletter. 
Clubs should consider something like 
this, even if it is recognizing members 
by name during meetings and giving 
them a round of applause. Issuing a 
news release can provide an extra public 
pat on the back. How a club recognizes 
its volunteers can influence other mem- 
bers, and from those ranks can come 
future helpers. 


A is for Activities 
Active clubs usually sponsor a number 
of events throughout the year to stimu- 
late participation and fun. 
Social events, antenna parties, field 
trips and emergency drills are just a 
few of the more common. Field Day and 


- special event stations are typical of club 


activities that combine fun, fellowship 
and public service. 
Staying active is a good growth tonic. 


_If the main action in your club is drink- 


ing coffee, its future is doomed. 

We radio amateurs have a great asset 
in our individual radio communication 
capabilities. Do we use them? There 


_ are numerous on-the-air options. Fox 


hunts can serve as a meeting program. 
A regular club net is a good way to 
keep members in touch between regular 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


meetings while attracting other Hamsin | 
the area. Nets can stimulate interest by 
transmitting Ham Radio bulletins, club 
announcements, swap and shop items, 
group trouble shooting, trivia quizzes, 
sunshine items, and equipment reviews 


by members. 


The value of fellowship 


Radio clubs thrive on good fellow- 
ship. Planning social events such 
as dinners or holiday parties are 
typical ways to promote it, but clubs 
also provide a valuable service by 
encouraging mutual help. The tradi- 
tion of Elmers helping newcomers 
and other members is one of the best. 
ways a club can demonstrate fellow- . 
ship. Together, radio club members 
can accomplish much more eee 
individuals working alone. . . 

An effective way to help frie 
with a specific problem is to recruit 
those with special knowledge and 
experience who agree to assist them. 
The Northwest Amateur Radio Society 
(NARS) in Houston’s suburb of Spring, 
Texas, publishes a resource list of such 
members in its newsletter. The catego- 
ries in their list include general help, 
digital modes, VHF-UHF, PC program- 
ming, building electronics and Kits,. 
interference, card checking for awards 
and public information -- certainly a — 
great benefit for club members, and a 
good reason to join. 


Recruiting new members| 


Finding new members should be a 
regular part of a radio club’s agenda. 
Clubs lose members for a variety of 
reasons and without a plan to replace 
them the club will stagnate. Keeping 
the club name in the public eye should 
be a continuing effort. 

Promote your club by sending your 
newsletter and news releases to area 
newspapers, elected officials, schools 
and emergency management personnel. 
Sending club meeting invitations to 


local Hams or having members contact. 


others by telephone or e-mail provides” 
good one-on-one benefits. Getting the 
word out about club events is easily 
done via local repeaters. 
— “Dee” Logan, W1HEO, has been 
active in radio cubs for 45 years and 
is a professional writer and public 
relations counselor. Contact him at 
delogan@ameritech.net 


on insulated radials. He writes, 


_ “As far as I am concerned, insulated 
_ radiais, used as a ground system under 


a vertical antenna, are a “Counterpoise.” 


_ Also I think that a counterpoise will be 
- more efficient than buried wire radials 
_ in this kind of installation.” 


_ “But this interpretation is based on 


_ something that is really fuzzy: Where is 
_ the electrical ground? I happen to have, 
currently, 4,000 feet of insulated wire 
_ buried 6 inches below ground under my 
' vertical. My question to you is: How 
_ does the radial system know that it is 
__ buried? From an electrical standpoint, 
_ the counterpoise operates in conjunction 
¥ _ with electrical ground. But, where is the 


electrical ground?” 
Kurt can tell you that the location of 


electrical ground really is fuzzy. The 


ground currents from your antenna go 


_ way down into the ground. They are 


maximum at the surface and gradually 
diminish with depth. For example, they 
drop off to a quarter of the surface cur- 
rent at 45 feet at 1-MHz and just 20 feet 
at 10 MHz. This is for average ground. 
And there is current still flowing a lot 
lower than that. So with current flow- 
ing in this large amount of soil where 
exactly is “ground?” Obviously there is 


no straight answer. Now you know why 
_ the academics who analyze antennas ) 
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Where is Ground? 


Kurt N. Sterba 


q reader does not agree with 
Krusty Olde Kurt’s Komments 


use “perfect ground.” When your do 
that you know exactly where ground is. 
Unfortunately, our back yards don’t act 
like that at all. 

But you can make choices. You can 
decide that the level where the current 
has dropped to 1/4 its value at the surface 
IS ground. Or you could use the 50% 
level as ground. Or some other depth 
that you like. This doesn’t really change 
things physically but would give you a 
firm foundation for calculation. 

But now let’s look at that 4,000 feet of 


wire radials the reader has under verti- . 


cal. This changes things a lot. Now most 
of the ground current flows through the 
radials and the depth of current flow is 
much less than before. The radials act 
like a shield to keep the currents from 
going deep into the ground. The copper 
wire has much less resistance than the 
soil. Even though the area of soil is 
much greater than the area of the wire 
the difference in resistance is greater 
yet. To visualize this, imagine a one 
megohm resistor in parallel with a one 


‘ohm resistor. When you apply a voltage 


across the two where does most of the 
current flow? Through the one ohm resis- 
tor, of course. 

With heavy current flow through the 
radial system we now have a real location 
for ground. The radials ARE electrical 
ground for all practical purposes. It is 
because most of the current is flowing 
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AERIALS 


through the radials instead of the lossy 
ground that radials greatly reduce the 
ground losses. To do it right you need 
a number of radials and they need to be 
fairly long. The exact number and their 
lengths is another subject too long to be 
covered here. 

Another way to lower ground losses 
is to move the radials above the ground. 
When this is done we refer to the radials 
as a counterpoise. The basic idea is that 
more of the antenna currents will flow _ 
into the radials and less into the ground. 
The higher the counterpoise is above the 
ground the fewer radials you need. The 
elevated “Ground-Plane” vertical used 
for VHF has four radials. Actually, two 
in enough. So elevated radials work well 
but radials under the ground give a better 
appearance to the average back yard. 


F.C.C. 


In a recent column Kurt explained 
that, many years ago, radio stations 
went on the air late at night so the F.C.C. 
monitoring stations could check their 
frequency. Mike, KSMGR, wrote to cor- 
rect this. The F.C.C. monitors did not do 
the measuring; the Commercial Radio 
Monitoring Company of Lees Summit, 
Missouri did it. Kurt’s memory was that 
it was done in Kansas City.and, in fact, 
Lees Summit is a nearby suburb. “Mike 
was one of those radio engineers who 
would go to the transmitter or studio, 
turn the station on at the appointed 
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middle-of-the night hour, and generally, 
put a single tone on the carrier. The 
frequency monitoring facilities could 
measure a pair of single-tone sidebands 
and determine the frequency even if 
there were other, stronger, cochannel 
stations which would make direct carrier 
frequency measurement impossible.” 
Radio history buffs may want to visit 


the company’s history website at http:// 


comercialradio.us/CRMCHistoryl html 
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on the Internet. 


A Different Antenna 


A reader says that “I recently had a — 


QSO with a station on 40 Meters who 
was using a multi-band trapless vertical. 
The antenna is described in October 
1995 OST. The 20 and 15 Meter elements 
are driven by “mutual coupling.” Is this 
really the case and if so what kind of 
efficiency would you expect from such 
an arrangement?” 

This interesting antenna (by AL7KK) 
has three pieces of aluminum tubing 
spaced 2-1/4 inches apart in a circle. 
The 40 Meter element is a quarter-wave 
long and is driven directly by 50 ohm 
coax. The 20 Meter and 15 Meter rods 
are each a half-wave long and are not 


connected to anything.. They are fed by 
mutual coupling to the 40 Meter element. 
Think of a transformer; the AC current 
in the primary produces a magnetic field. 
This field causes current to flow in the 
secondary. This is “mutual coupling.” 
A Yagi beam with its parasitic elements 
works the same way. 

How efficient is this antenna? © On 
40 Meters it is a quarter-wave vertical 
whose efficiency depends on the number 
and lengths of the ground radials. On 20 
and 15 we have half-wave radiators that 
do not depend on ground and should be 
highly efficient. This looks to Kurt as a 
very good 3-band antenna. 

— Have a question for the Krusty one 
Send it to WorldRadio, 2120 28th St. : 
Sacramento, CA 95818 and we'll get it 
to Kurt. © 


Engine Village 


his is the first year anniversary of 

the building of the U.P. Telegraph 
Building at the Upper Peninsula State 
Fair Grounds in Escanaba, Michigan. 

Members of the Delta County Ama- 
teur Radio community assisted and 
built museum of Amateur Radio station 
equipment telegraph memorabilia and 
activated a complete operating station 
of each. 

The location of the 18x20-ft. build- 
ing is within the State Fair grounds at 
Escanaba and was completed before the 
Upper Peninsula State Fair in August 
2007. The U.P. Telegraph building is 
surrounded by antique village buildings 
at the Steam and Gas Engine Village, 


consisting of a cook shack, general | 


store, wood carving, rock shop, active 
log sawmill, a museum of farm and 
steam implements, a candle shop, an old 
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Telegraph Office at Steam and Gas 


antique school house including old-time 
desks, piano, and even an active barber 
shop and blacksmith shop. 

Several thousand men, women, and 
children during fair week and Labor Day 
weekend each year get the opportunity 
to view and help out and take an active 
part in all events. Several thousand per-. 
sons have come through our telegraph 
museum. A full operating station with 
an 85-foot tower and tri-element beam 
is the mainstay of the club. A sign-in 
book is available for all Hams to sign, 
and they can operate if they wish while 
here. In one year, several hundred Hams 
from around the country have viewed — 
our telegraph and Ham Radio equip- 
ment. Anyone with antique Ham Radio 
transceivers and telegraph memorabilia 
can donate to the Delta County Amateur 
Radio Society any time they wish. Con- 
tact can be made through our website at 
www.dcars.org. Pictures of our building 
are available throughout newsletters for 
your viewing pleasure. 73s and stop 
and see us while in you're in Escanaba, 
Michigan. Our doors are always open ~ 
year-round and arrangements can be 
made over our repeater to see our new 
Telegraph Building. Our local repeater 
is VHF, 147.150 tone 100.0. 

— Les Elder, WA8LE — 
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As a service to our readers, WorldRadio presents a feature listing of those 
VE exams, times and locations which are sent to us. Please remember that our 
deadline for publication is three months:in advance. For example, if your VE 
group is scheduling an exam for December, please have the information to us 
by mid-September. WorldRadio, 2120 28th St., Sacramento, CA 95818. Please 


examinees should have (advance registration, etc.) and the name and telephone 
number of a person to contact for further information. Examinees should bring 
their original license (along with a photo copy), two forms of identification (at 
least one should be a photo), and required fee. 

p/r pref.=pre-register preferred but w/i OK w/i=walk-in only 


mark the envelope “VE Exams.” List the location (City, State), any information p/r=pre-register only —no wii w/i pref.=w/i preferred to p/r 
City Date Contact Notes City Date Contact Notes 
Alabama Minnesota 
Birmingham first Sun Ken Adkisson, wb4fay @wb4fay.com, www.w4cue.com Apple Valley second Thurs Jim, NOOA, 612/384-7709, NOOA @arrl.net _ p/r pref. 
Montgomery. second Mon Steve Padgett, K4NM or Jim Eiland, KR4JY, www.w4ap.org Mississi ppi 7 ; 
Arizona Gulfport first Sat Barry L. Wilhelm, WBSWB, 
Mesa third Mon Steve, KY7W, 480/804-1469, kj7wk@cox.net w/i 228/374-3233, WB5 WB @Cableone.net wii OK 
Phoenix fourth Sat Gary Hamman, 602/996-8148, K7GH @arrl.net, ae 
Missouri 
George Cooney, 602/274-6212, KQ7C @arrl.net Canuebt second’ Wea” Lake ot@rate | 
Yuma second Sat _ Beverly, KB7ROB, 928/342-9460, ae eae nana em eran care won thee uaa: 
LSIDEBOTTO@ROADRUNNER.COM p/r Nevada - 
Arkansas a) Minden 11/15/08 George, WW7E, P 
Harrison second Sat — Bob, AJSC, 870/365-3871, aj5c@cox.net TISIPOS a Ra Gath nce yi 
California 2 Or ie, Union Co. College, W2OU, 732/801-4654 wii or ph 
Chula Vista fourth Sat Tuck, NZ6T, nz6t@arrl.org oats DODO tee i me ee 
F Hl F 5 Roselle 11/22/08 Gerry, AA2ZJ, 732/283-2795, aa2zj@arrl.net _ p/r pref. 
resno 11/15/08 Charles, W6DPD, 559/431-2038 wii pref. Wins! fourth T Sout di oo k 
Hichland third Sat Ed Slauehter, WU6I inslow ourth Tues outh Jersey Ra 10 Association, Mark, K2AX, 
— sae 609/820-1523, jtra@comcast.net, www.sjra.or; 
909/864-0155, WU61@arrl.net wii or pit J a SEB: Oke 
Lake Isabella second Sat Mike, KA6IYS, 760/378-1028 p/r or wii New York 
Loma Linda 11/13/08 Samuel C. Eller, 909/796-2996, Canandaigua first Wed Squaw Island ARC, David A. Foster, 585/398-0216, 
ad6ue @arrl.net wii \ D1161F@AOL.COM, www.siarc.us wii 
Long Beach third Sat Louise, N6ELK, 562-429-1355 p/r North Lindenhurst 11/23/08 GSBARC, Walter Wenzel; KA2RGI, 
Manteca/Tracy —_ fourth Sat David, NSFDL, 209/835-6893, nSdfl@arrl.net p/r i 631/957-0218, ka2rgi@arrl.net 
Napa 11/9/08 Rich, KO6FR, 707/252-6276 wii pref. Yonkers 11/02/08 YARC, Paul, AC2T, 914/237-5589, 
Redwood City 11/15/08 Al; WB6IMX, WB6IMX @worldnet.att.net w/t ‘ac2v@yahoo.com, www.yarc.org w/i OK 
Sacramento Hotline! 916/492-6115, n6na@arrl.org Ohio 
i F i H wh f ; ee ‘ ? ; 
pay aes pete ouiee wa oer in ee ere ee Cincinnati firstSat_ Dale, KC8HJL, 513/769-0789 pit pref 
:45a.m. u y Fair, ; 
Building Hall of Flowers wii OK Independence 11/09/08 Gary, NI8Z, 216/642-8705, www.2CARS.org  w/i pref. 
: Sandusk 11/18/08 Luther Gantz, NSHC : 
San Pedro fourth Sun __ Bill, W6AJ@arrl.net or Doug, W6HB @arrl.net p/r y j Z , 
San Pedro second Sun _ Bill, W6AJ@arrl.net or Doug, W6HB@arrl.net p/r ; 419/684-7864, n8he@arrl.net wil 
Santa Rosa Hotline! Hotline - Recording, 707/579-9608 w/i OK Oregon 
Sebastopol Hotline! Recording, 707/579-9608” Astoria Call!! AATOA, 503/338-3333 p/r 
Stockton 11/15/08 Mike Zane, N6ZW, Bend Wedensdays. Joe, K7SQ, 541/385-3152 i p/r 
209/369-0859, nézw@arrl.net p/t pref. only | Lincoln City first Sat Carl, w7li@arrl.net, 503/965-7575 w/i OK 
Sunnyvale 11/08/08 Godron, W6NW, sv@amateur-radio.org, McMinnville Call!! Mark, AC7ZQ, 503/843-3580 wii OK 
www.amateur-radio.org wii Sisters Call!! Dave, N7TYO 541/549-7831 p/r 
Colorado ~ Tigard Call!! John, KS@F 503/626-7399 p/r 
Bailey fourth Sat Padre, WOWPD, 303/838-6568, Pennsylvania 
wOwpd@eathlink.net, www.abOpc.org p/r pref. Erie - ) third Sat Floyd Titus, WA3LCO, 814/825-3326, 
Louisville first Thurs Phil, AB@JR, ABOJR @yahoo.com or Ellie, NOQCX www.wattsburg-wireless.us, _ 
on the BARC repeater on 146.70(-) wii wwa@wattsburg-wireless.us wii OK 
Florida Lansdale 11/04/08 Olaf N. Markert, 
Melbourne first Sat John, AA8IS@earthlink.net, 321/674-9022” wii ok SIS 17307 torors Cana Net pir 
North Port Call! Bill Norris, KC7TSG, 941/426-0214 wii pref. Nazareth first Thurs Pu ten A Se “deen 
St. Pete Call!! Mark, NP3R 727/528-0071 w/i pref. pe ees! y 3 ; i 
St. Petersburg Call!! Connie, K4TBZ, Philipsburg 11/12/08 Dave Runk, AA3EJ, 814/342-0696, 
727/541-2491, radefd@aol.com wii pref. aa3ej@yahoo.com, www.philipsburg-ara.org 
Hawaii Puerto Rico : 
Ginn TBD Call Lee, KH6OBZF, 808/247-0587, San Juan last Sat Hotline: 787/789-4998, prarl@prarl.org wii 
808/551-3494, leewical@aol.com ede he South Carolina ata 
Illinois ; Goose Creek 11/19/08 Robert N. Johnson, AE4RJ, 843/761-7637, 
Bolingbrook third Sat Dale, W9KHX, 815/723-3332 w/i ok ae4rj@amsat.org, http://tridenthams.org -  p/r 
Oak Forest 11/08/08 Tim Pechtold, AA9BV, Texas 
708/687-5057, aa9bv @amsat.org p/r pref. Irving third Sat Doyle Taylor, ADSKE, : 
Roselle second Tues Sam Baribeau, W9SFB, 972/579-9089, www.irvingarc.org | wii OK 
630/894-0708, w9stb@aol.com p/r Nacogdoches third Wed © Nacogdoches ARC, Army Curtis, AESP, : 
South Bend third Mon Alan, NY9A, 574/232-6883 p/r ae5p@arrl.net, 936/560-4997 wii 
lowa . Virginia 
Benton County third Thurs = Al Hammond, KOHWE, Alexandria second Sat John, WZ4A, wz4a@arrl.net, 703-971-3905 wii 
319/446-7570, kOhwe@inav.net pr pref. Stafford every Sat —_ Bart, N3GQ, 540/373-4506, 
Des Moines 11/16/08 Dan Miller, KCOFRL, home 515/285-7981, n3gq@arrl.net, www.ww4va.org p/r 
cell 515/491-0186, kcOfrl @arrl.net w/i OK Washi ie j 
Vinton 11/20/08 Al Hammond, kOhwe@inav.net, 319/446-7570 _p/r pref. ashington 
Vinton third Thurs Ken, N@EGV 319/223-5739 pir pref. Everett fourth Sat Loren Hole, KK7M, 425/335-5158, loren_kk7m@msn.com, 
5 www.wa7law.com or Gary Whitanger, W7MGG, 
Kansas : 425/745-4621, w7mgg@msn.com p/r or wii OK 
Salina second Wed Sid Ashen-Brenner, NOOBM, Poulsbo 11/22/08 Horace Ory, K7ORY, 
n0obm@arrl.net, 785/823-6560 w/i or p/r 360/779-2215, ory001 @comcast.net p/r pref. 
ich Stanwood third Mon John Isakson, WX7J, 
oulsiana 
Lafayette first Thurs | Acadiana Amateur Radio Assoc,,. 3 360/387-9114, www.scacwa.org ; pi ne wit OK 
Danny Griffith, KSARH, k5arh@w5ddl.org _w/i pref. Vancouver Hotline! CCARC, 360/254-0608, www.w7aia.org wii OK 
Massachusetts Wisconsin j 
Brookline second Mon Jim Clogher, NIICN, 617/364-4658, Madison first Sat Carolyn, NQ9A, 608/246-0225, nq9a@arrl.net w/i 
nlicn@arrl.net, www.barc.org wii OK Racine first Sat Robert, WOWLN 262/886-8551 _ wii pref. 
Framingham second Wed Jim, W1EQW, 508/435-6487, testing@fara.org p/r Sheboygan 11/15/08 Art Pahr, K9XJ, 920/876-2370, k9xj@arrl.net or 
Gloucester second Sun Bob Quinn, WV1A, www.caara.net Mike Gottsacker, KD9TZ, 920/565-2672, 
Michi gan mgottsac@excel.net p/r pref. 
Prescott third Wed Dale. 989/873-6920, www.k8oar.com p/r pref. 
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__ MBJ’sexclusive weather-sealed Adap- 
_ tiveCable™ Wall Plates let you bring 
_ hearly any cable — rotator, antenna 
"switch, coax, etc. — through walls with- 
_ out removing connectors. 
_ Pass cable connectors up to 1-1/4 x 
_ 1-5/8 inches. Sliding plates adjust the 
_ hole size to weather-seal virtually any 
‘size cable. Rubber grommet helps to 
_ seal out rain, snow, and other adverse 
weather. 
Complete kit includes 18 gauge stain- 
_ less steel plates for each side of wall, 
sliding plates, rubber grommets, weather 
stripping and mounting screws. Models 
for one, two and four cables. 
_ MEFJ-4614 (Four Holes), $34.95; MFJ- 
- 4612 (Two Holes), $24.95, and MFJ-4611 
_ (Single Hole), $14.95. 
_ MBFJ AdaptiveCable™ Wall Plates are 
protected by. MFJ’s famous No Matter 
_ What” one-year limited warranty. MFJ 


BE 


Replace your standard house eave/ 
soffit air vents with these MFJ Adap- 
tiveCable” Air Vent Plates. 

Bring in coax, rotator, antenna 
switch, power cables, etc., of nearly 
any size up to 1-1/4 x 1-5/8 inches. 

Sliding plates and rubber grom- 
mets adjust for virtually any cable 
size to seal out adverse weather, 
insects and varmints. Use existing 
vent hole, mounting screws and screw 
holes. ; 

MFJ-4613, Three Holes, $14.95 and 
MFJ-4616, Six Holes, $26.95. 

_ MFYJ’s AdaptiveCable™ Air-Vent 
Plates are protected by MFJ’s famous 
_ No Matter What™ one-year limited 


f : pe raaanion in “New Products" is supplied by the manufacturers to acquaint WorldRadio readers with 
"new products on the market. 


NEW PRODUCTS @) 


MFJ AdaptiveCable” Wall Plates 


will repair or replace (at our option) your 
MFJ products no matter what for one 
complete year. 

To order, get a free catalog, or for 
your nearest dealer, call 800/647-1800, 
or write to MFJ, 300 Industrial Park 
Road, Starkville, MS 39759, or go online 
to www.mfjenterprises.com or fax to: 
662/323-6551. 


MFJ AdaptiveCable” Air-Vent Plates 


warranty. MFJ will repair or replace 
(at our option) your MFJ products no 
matter what for one complete year. 

To order, get a free catalog, or for 
your nearest dealer, call 800/647- 
1800, or write to MFJ, 300 Industrial 
Park Road, Starkville, MS 39759, or 
go online to www.mfjenterprises.com 
or fax to: 662/323-6551. 
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/ VIS PAPERLESS 
STUDY GUIDES 


Technician — for Many 
People Over-Night!! 
General —— Easy as Pie! 
Extra — A Little More = & 
Difficult! But NOT Hard! ax 

VIS Amateur Supply ve 


P.O. Box 284 
Coffeeville, AL 36524 


1-800-655-4267 
www.visradio.com 
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Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


The Standard By Which All 
Others Are Judged 


MAXIMUM 
cCerORMeS CE 
OUT COMPROMISE 


best 
for stre 


specifications on. fhanipnd's 


ee & Mobile Antennas, please go to 
www.diamondantenna.net 


| Available through selected quality dealers. 
7/0-614-7443 
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300000000000 


Please send the following 
friends a free sample 
copy of WorldRadia 


Name 

Address 

City 

State Zip 


Name 

‘Address 

City 

State Zip 


Name 

Address 

City 

State Zip 


Name 

Address 

City 

State Zip 


Name 

Address 

City 

State Zip 


Name 

Address 

City 
State __ Zip 


Name 

Address 

City | 

State Zip - 


Mail to: 

WorldRadio Send-a-Friend 
P.O. Box 189490 
Sacramento, CA 95818 
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kL ~~~ 
WorldRadio Mart 
Buy - Trade - Sell — 


MART deadline is the 15th of the month two months prior to issue date. Please include a an 
address onall ads so prospective glients can contact you by mail, if they prefer. Commercial rate: 
47¢/word, prepaid. Private rate: 32¢/word, prepaid. For credit card orders only: (VS, MC. sca 
Fax 916/457-7339 with card number, exp. date, name as it appears on card, and signet 


WANTED: OLD QSL CARD COLLEC- 
TIONS. Collector looking for U.S. and DX cards 
for historical projects. W2VRK, 9 Laird Terrace, 
Somerset, NJ 08873, e-mail: tpllrs@comcast. 
net. : 508-1108 


CERTIFICATE FOR PROVEN TWO-WAY 


RADIO CONTACTS with amateurs in all 10 
USA call areas. Award suitable to frame and 
proven achievements added on request. Send 
SASE to W6LS, 45527 3rd St. East, Lancaster, 
CA 93535-1802 to get data sheet. FOO 


NAME TAGS BY GENE — In full color, our 
artwork or yours. See our web page for samples 


. and prices. www.hampubs.com; HARLAN 


TECHNOLOGIES, 5931 Alma Dr., Rockford, 
IL 61108-2409; 815/398-2683. 1108 


| A&A Engineering .............. . 24 ILX Equipment, Ltd............ 11, 17 Sign Man of Baton Rouge, The..... 26 
Alpine Antenna ................. 46 J-ames Pole Antennas .,.......... 17 Smiley Antenna Co., The.......... 37 
j Antique Radio Classified.......... 16 JTK Communications ............ 30 Success-Easy/Alternative Arts. ......4 
Argent Data Systems............. 46 K-Y- Filter| Cos ieee ae epee oye 22 T.Gs Electronics... iia. - 20nd eel alee 29 
IAS A serie eich Meer, arena ee 42 KB3IFH QSL Cards............., 19 T.G.M. Communications........ -, 40) 
j Batteries America/Mr. Nicd,....... 18 Mackey, James Bus). sie ce 4 Telewave, Inc........... a a 29 
Bilal: Cosi. i cent ccc ue oulats aiaraks 50 Maggiore Electronic Laboratory . . . .30 Ten-Tee Ines 85 so Gila eeemenae 26 
i Buckmaster Publishing ........... 20 Mast Company, The.............. 11 Ten-Ten International.......... PRE Wf 
C. Crane Companys. e206 «sine ne 39 MFJ Enterprises, Inc.............. 14 Unified Microsystems ....... Pete 17 
| Cable X-perts; Ines). 53. 0300i0 chek 8 6 MFJ/Ameritron/Mirage Universal Electronics............. 11 
Caps Unlimited ............6.. 1.4 Communications Equipment. .... 15 MVASOMAK ss é «0h once emreyoie rma a 1.4 
| Circuit Specialists, Inc. ........... 11 NAPY Software. ioc 60.0, se een t 4 Vibroplex.Co., Theo een neaeee 17 
CleanRF Technologies............ 23 National REV iirc. sientnkty oeeee 38 VIS Amateur Supply ....... Rene Oh: 
| Courage Handi-Ham System....... 17 NiCd: Lady, The\.' 5) 08 ove se ersarane 28 W2IHY Technologies............. 13 
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To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643. 


WANTED FOR MUSEUM: PRE-1980 
MICRO-COMPUTERS, also early-micro- 
computer journals, newsletters and advertising 
literature. KK4WW, P.O: Box 179, Floyd, VA 
24091; 540/763-2321, 540/745-2322. 108-209 


BEAM HEADINGS from your QTH to over 
400 USA & Worldwide locations $20.00. DX- 
ENGINEERING SYSTEMS INC., P.O. Box 
1934 Middleburg, VA 20118-1934; wdhet@adl. 
com. : FOO 


FOR SALE: CQ/HAM RADIO/QST/73 
magazines and binders. SASE brings data sheet. _ 
W6DDB, 45527 Third Street East, Lancaster, CA 
93535-1802. FOO 


ELECTRON TUBES: Transmitting, receiving, 
military obsolete...all types. Large inventory. 
Fast delivery. DAILY ELECTRONICS, P.O. Box — 
822437, Vancouver, WA 98682-0053; 360/896- 
8856, 800/346-6667, fax 360/896-5476, e-mail: 
daily@worldaccessnet.com; website: www. — 
dailyelectronics.net. 908-909 


FOR SALE: REPEATERS, HARDLINE, 

GOOD STUFF. See our website: www.GNARC. - 

org. reales Norwalk Amateur Radio Club. 
108- 109 


EMBROIDERED. HAM RADIO HATS: 
Name, call sign, QTH — $14.99. DAN L. 
WARNER/HOTPRESS, 20406 Rhododendron — 


_ Dr. E, Bonney Lake, WA 98391; 800/862-1221; 


www.hotpresstshirts.com 508-509 
i } 
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RIALS II, by ae N. Sterba & Lil Paddle 

rt N. Sterba, along with his soulmate, Lil Paddle, take on the world of antennas in order to 
make sure that “Truth, Justice, and the dB claims, shall be correct, and maximum power with 

Jowest SWR shall be available for all” rings out across the Amateur Radio world. 80 pp. $10.00 

3.00 s/h ($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add $.78 tax. 

[IE EASY WAY, HF ANTENNA SYSTEMS, by John M Haerle, WBSIIR 

First published in 1984, this HF antenna compendium by the late John Hearle is the result of 

information accumulated to assist MARCO members with their antenna systems. The book 

Bs is easy to read, and covers antenna fundamentals, basic, special and beam antennas, with 

 asection on 160M. Softcover, 8.5"x11", 96 pp., index. $12.00 + $3.00 s/h. CA residents add 
 $.93 tax. 

INSIDE AMATEUR RADIO, by Lenore Jensen, W6NAZ 

__ Interviews with the people who make Amateur Radio the engaging hobby that it is. A col- 

_ lection of short stories and anecdotes detailing courageous rescues, hilarious situations and 

heart-warming tales, as told by the Hams who made them happen, through the “pen” of 
- someone who truly knew what it was about “Inside Amateur Radio.” A must for every Ham 
shack coffee table. 93 pp. $9.00 + $3.00 shipping and handling. ($5.00 for non-US ZIP air 

_ delivery.) CA residents add $.70 tax. 


$2.00 s/h. ($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CAresidents add $.58 tax. 


¢ WorldRadio ’99 CD 

Contains all 1999 WorldRadio issues plus the following 
digitized books — “Aerials,” “Aerials IT,” “Aerials III,” 
and an interview with Kurt N. Sterba. MAC & PC compat- 
ible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. CAresidents, $1.93 tax 


¢ WorldRadio ’00 CD 

Contains all 2000 WorldRadio issues plus the following 
digitized books — “40+5 Years of HF Mobileering,” 
“Everything You Forgot to ask About HF Mobileering,” 
“The Little Pistol’s Guide to HF Propagation.”” MAC 
& PC compatible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. CA residents, 
$1.93 tax. 
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¢ WorldRadio ’01 CD 

Contains all 2001 WorldRadio issues plus the following 
digitized books — “When the Big One Hits,” “Current 
Issues in Emergency Communications — EMCOMM 
for the new millennium,’ “Management of the Amateur 
Radio Emergency Communications Function.”” MAC & 
PC compatible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. 

CA residents, $1.93 tax. 
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WorldRadio Mug 
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S&H charges: $3.00 for the first book to an address, & 
_ $1.00/book for additional books.’$6.00 mug, $2.00 CD, $3.00 Mages: 


ldRadio Books, etc. 


¢ BEST OF BEASLEY, by Robert Beasley, K6BJH 
“Oh, to see ourselves as others see us...” A wacky view of Amateur Radio through the eyes of a 
very clever cartoonist. Great gift fora fellow amateur. 112 pp2$8.00 +$3.00 shipping and handling. 
($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add$.62 tax. 

° MANAGEMENT OF THE AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 
FUNCTION, by Jerry Boyd, MS, KW7J, Chief of Police, Retired 
This 48-page booklet discusses the specific management responsibilities of Emergency Coordi- 
nators and other EMCOMM managers. It provides very helpful information for such managers 
on how to efficiently and effectively accomplish those tasks. $8.00 + $1.50 shipping and handling. 
CA residents add $.62 tax. 

¢ CURRENT ISSUES IN EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS — EMCOMM for the new 
millennium, by Jerry Boyd, K6BZ, Chief of Police, Retired 
This very timely, 24-page booklet details the role of Amateur Radio assistance in emergency 
situations, It deals with the organization of a response team, working with different types of com- 
munications, different organizations, preparedness kits, training, media relations and working 
with other radio services. AVAILABLE ONLINE with payment by Visa, MasterCard or American 
Express and receive booklet after checkout via download. (www.wr6wr.com, go to products, then 
select books.) $3.00. CA residents will pay $3.23. 


"WHEN THE BIG ONE HITS, A Survival Guide for Amateur Radio Operators, by Jerry Boyd, KG6LF & Jay Boyd, KN6BP 
_ Tells Amateur Radio operators what to do to prepare for survival, safety of families and loved ones, and perform disaster communications duties efficiently in the face of disaster. 56 pp. $7.50 + 


¢ What does the fash- e Guaranteed to make your 


ionable Amateur Radio 
Operator wear to keep 
up with the times? Why, 
a WorldRadio LOGO 
WATCH! It comes with a 
classy black leather strap. 
Specify ladies’ or men’s. 
Only $25, no shipping 
charge. CA residents add 
$1.94 tax. 


e THE SCIENCE OF 
AUDIO Bob Heil, 
K9EID. This video, pre- 


’ sented in Bob’s own inim- 


itable style, covers audio 
signals, the human ear, 
microphones, phasing, 
parametric equalization, 
and much more! $19.95+ 
$3.00 S&H. CA residents 
add $1.59 tax. 

VHS only 


WarliRadig 
2602-2464 
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beverage taste better! 
WorldRadio MUG is a 
cobalt blue 11-oz. ceramic 
mug with light blue imprint. 
$8.00+$6.00 s/h. CA resi- 
dents add $.62 tax. 


* WorldRadio 2002-2004 
Covers 36 issues of World- 
Radio with searchable 
index. $15.00 + $2.00 s/h. 
CA residents add $1.16 
tax. 


¢ WorldRadio 2005-2006 
Covers 24 issues of World- 
Radio with searchable 
index. $10.00 + $2.00 s/h. 

CA residents add $.78 tax. 


WorldRadio Books ¢ P.O. Box189490 ¢ Sacramento, CA 95818 


Check or money order enclosed for $. 
Charge my credit card: 


OIVISA 


CMasterCard 


CiAmerican Express 


Account Number, Expiration Date 


Signature 


HP Seay 


Name & call (please print) 


Address 


City/State/ZIP 


(USPS 947000) 
2120 28" Street 
Sacramento, CA 95818 


POSTMASTER: Send this 
page (NOT A COPY — 
THAT’S WASTEFUL!) with 
changes of address to above. 
(Please include mailing label 
intact. Please do not 
obliterate ANY information 
on the mailing label.) 


De the week- 
J end of 20-21 Sep 
2008, a large group of 
Hams belonging to 
the 160 Meter 1721 
group and the 40 
Meter 7272 Ragchew- 


And the Yankees Win 


a 1-o-0-ong wire was strung and one cof 
the rigs was tuned to WCBS 880 AM. 
With the pre-amp on, an $8 signal. was 
achieved and even through: the crackling 
QRN, a la’ “old tyme radio,” t 


game was heard and enjoyed by. all! 
— Robert W. Lobenstein, WA2AXZ 


ers gathered at New 
York’s Kring Point 
State Park, along the 
St. Lawrence seaway 
bordering Canada, 
to have their annual 
end of summer 
celebration. At the 
same time, most of 
the baseball fans up 
there were dismayed 
that they were in a 
location that provided 
no local TV or radio 
coverage of the last 
historic game at the 


old Yankee stadium. 
Good old amateur 
ingenuity (and the 
Yankees) won out as 
“ate ‘ 
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